
Year 11 - 2026/27

Information Evening

Monday 14th September

We are a 

pilgrim school, 

and we 

journey with 

Mary to 

become the 

person God 

intends us

to be.

Together We Flourish  AMBITION • OPPORTUNITY • FAITH



We are a pilgrim school and we journey with Mary to become the person God intends us to be.

Prayer for the start of the year

Dear Lord, as this new academic year begins, grant all pupils the courage to 
face new challenges with confidence, the wisdom to learn and grow, and the 
kindness to build meaningful friendships. 

Let their hearts be open to Your guidance, their minds sharp and receptive to 
knowledge, and their spirit strengthened by Your presence. 

Protect them in body, mind, and soul, and bless their school life with joy, 
purpose, and integrity. 

May this year be a season of discovery, service, and spiritual growth.
Amen



We are a pilgrim school and we journey with Mary to become the person God intends us to be.

Welcome and Introduction
• Mr Flanagan - Deputy Headteacher

• Mrs McLeer- Assistant Headteacher

• Miss Marsh - Assistant Director of Progress for Year 11

• Mrs Burrows – Director of Progress - KS4

• Mrs Boddy - Faculty Leader for English and Media

• Mrs Box - Faculty Leader for Maths and Computer Science

• Mrs Ricketts - Faculty Leader for Science

• Mrs Beesting -Acting Faculty Leader for RE
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Key Year 11 Dates
- Monday 14th September 2026 – Year 11 Information Evening

- Wednesday 21st October 2026 – St Mary's Sixth Form Open Evening

- Monday 9th – Friday 21st November 2026 – Pre-Public Examinations 1 (PPE1)

- Thursday 10th December 2026 – Parents’ Consultation Evening, 4-7pm (in person)

- Thursday 17th December 2026 – St Mary's Sixth Form Taster Day: date to be confirmed

- Maths/English revision conferences– dates to be confirmed

- Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 27th January 2027 – Year 11 Guidance Evening 5:30-7:30pm

- Monday 8th February 2027 to Friday 26th February 2027 – Pre-Public Examinations 2 (PPE2)

- Thursday 18th March 2027 – Brilliant Together Evening

- Friday 27th May 2027 – Year 11 Mass of Reflection

- Tuesday 4th May to Friday 18th June 2027 – GCSE Public Examinations 

- Wednesday 23rd June 2027 – Contingency day

- Year 11 Prom: By invitation – date to be confirmed

- Thursday 18th August 2027 – GCSE Results Day
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Consistently impressive exam results 

School Headlines

2025       

National 

%

2025

St Mary's 

%

2026 St 

Mary's 

%%

%Basics 9-4

(standard pass)
66 80 86

%Basics 9-5

(strong pass)
46 60 71

%EBacc Entry 40 74 75

Attainment 8 46.28 55.03 56.33

School 

Headlines

St Mary's 2026 (vs National)

%7-9 %4-9

Maths 32.5 (17) 89.5 (58)

English 19 (16) 89.5 (60)

RE 47.9 (32) 84 (73)

Chemistry 62.3 (47) 100 (92)

Biology 62.3 (44) 100 (89)

Physics 53 (45) 100 (91)
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What are you aiming for?

Subject End of Key Stage 
Target

English Language 5

English Literature 5

French 6

Geography 5

Maths 6

Music 5

RE 6
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What Progress can be made in Year 11?

Subject Year 11 PPE 1 Exams
Computer 

Science
3 4

Drama 5 7
English Language 5 7
English Literature 6 9

Maths 4 5
RE 5 7

Science 6 7 9 8
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What Progress can be made in Year 11?

Subject Year 11 PPE 1 Exams
English Language 4 6
English Literature 4 6

Maths 3 4
Music 3 4

PE 3 4
RE 4 6
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Careers Guidance
• Careers guidance is organised by Mr Trickett. You can find out more and 

find useful resources on our school website.

• We use the Unifrog platform for personalised careers, apprenticeship 
and higher-education information.  Students have already signed into 
and started using this in year 10, but parents/carers can also create an 
account to access webinars and start comparing future pathways.

• Every year 11 student will have an individual careers interview with 
our fully qualified independent careers advisor, Sarah 
Humphreys.  Additional appointments can be requested by emailing 
our careers administrator,  c.hawkins@stmarysmenston.org.

• The Pastoral Inclusion Team can also offer additional support to help 
students with college course applications

mailto:c.hawkins@stmarysmenston.org
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Exam access arrangements

• All students with SEND have their access arrangements stated on their 
Pupil Passport (these are shared with parents/carers)

• Must be a student's normal way of working throughout Year 7 to 11

• Very difficult to apply for and process in Year 11 as there is not enough 
time to evidence normal way of working. 

• Students who have arrangements in place will have practised using 
these already. 
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Exam access arrangements

• Significant evidence is required to support an application for Exam Access 
Arrangements

• Supervised rest breaks are often more effective and appropriate than 25% 
extra time for students with neurodivergence.

• If a student is not using their access arrangements, then they will be 
removed.
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Sitting Exams in an alternative location

• JCQ determines how all exam centers administer examinations

• Our main Examination venue is our Sports Hall

• A small number of students each year take their exams in an alternative room

• To do so a candidate must have a substantial and long-term impairment which 
has an adverse effect when they sit internal tests and mock examinations (PPEs) 
in the main examination hall/room

• The candidate’s difficulties must be well established, and alternative 
rooming must reflect the candidate’s normal and current  way of working in 
internal school tests and mock examinations (PPEs)

• Nervousness, low level anxiety or being worried about examinations is not 
sufficient grounds for separate/alternative invigilation 
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Maths GCSE - Key Information

Students have been placed into sets:

• Sets 1 – 3 are currently following the Higher Pathway (Grades 9 – 4)

• Set 4 are following the Foundation Pathway (Grades 5 – 1)

• Final tiering decisions will be made in January - based on progress, 
including PPE results

• A number of pupils will also complete the Level 2 certificate in Further 
Mathematics
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Maths GCSE - Exam structure

• In both the Higher and the Foundation tiers, there are 3 exams:

• Paper 1 (Non – calculator) 80 marks

• Paper 2 (Calculator)  80 marks

• Paper 3 (Calculator) 80 marks

• All pupils are entered for the AQA Maths exams (8300)

• Further Maths - AQA 8365 

• Paper 1 (Non calculator) 80 marks

• Paper 2 (Calculator) 80 marks
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Maths GCSE - Key Information

• Pupils need to know all the content (Higher or Foundation) and they 
also need to develop problem solving skills to enable them to choose 
and apply the appropriate Mathematics skills.

• It is essential that pupils show full working out for all questions – many 
of the marks are awarded for the method.
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Maths GCSE – Revision tips

• Weekly emails will be sent to help prioritise and organise revision

• St Mary’s Menston Maths revision Padlet

• All previous questions and answers are available online – use mark 
schemes wisely!

https://padlet.com/stmarysmaths/st-mary-s-menston-year-11-maths-padlet-cnwgvc486il6v7kr
https://padlet.com/stmarysmaths/st-mary-s-menston-year-11-maths-padlet-cnwgvc486il6v7kr
https://padlet.com/stmarysmaths/st-mary-s-menston-year-11-maths-padlet-cnwgvc486il6v7kr
https://padlet.com/stmarysmaths/st-mary-s-menston-year-11-maths-padlet-cnwgvc486il6v7kr
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Make a list of topics to revise

Weekly Focus on identifying weak topics by RAG rating Red(hard) Amber 
(okay) Green (confident) topics from:

• QLAs following PPEs from class teachers

• Corbett Maths Checklists – Higher & Foundation

• Topics covered in Year 10 and Year 11

• Topics you find difficult from Sparx maths homework

Spend around 70% of your time on Red and Amber topics

https://corbettmaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AQA-Higher-Checklist-1.pdf
https://corbettmaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AQA-Foundation-Checklist-1.pdf
https://whiteroseeducation.com/resources?subject=secondary+maths&year=year+10+%28v2%29
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Revision type: Focused topic revision

• Check your exam tier before you start to revise. Higher and foundation 
cover different content.

• Websites such as 1stclassmaths, Maths Genie, Mathslinks, and Corbett 
Maths provide lots of exam style questions along with mark schemes / 
modelled answers. Make sure you mark your work.

• Video tutorials are also available to watch with modelled solutions, 
make notes and practice questions.

https://www.1stclassmaths.com/aqarevision
https://mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse/maths/aqa/questions
https://www.mathslinks.co.uk/gcse-questions-by-topic
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
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Revison type: Past GCSE papers
Completing past paper questions and self-marking them is the one of the most effective way to improve your 
grade. Find AQA past papers and mark schemes here

Reading notes does not build exam skills. Applying knowledge under time pressure does.

Use this loop for every topic you revise:

• Timed set – Do a set of exam questions under timed conditions. Use past paper questions from your own exam 
board.

• Mark scheme – Go through every answer using the mark scheme. Look for where you lost marks and why. Pay 
attention to method marks and what the examiner expected to see.

• Error log – Write down every mistake: the topic, the type of error (method error, careless mistake, topic gap, 
misread question), and the fix.

• Reattempt after 7 days – Return to those exact questions a week later without looking at your notes. If you get 
them right, the fix has stuck. If not, go back to step one.

This loop works because it forces retrieval practice, which is more effective than re-reading. It also shows you 
clearly which topics need more work.

https://mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse/maths/aqa/papers


We are a pilgrim school and we journey with Mary to become the person God intends us to be.

English GCSEs - Key Information

• All students study for two GCSEs in English - English Language and English 
Literature.

• These are not taught in separate lessons but are sequenced and taught 
throughout the two years by your child's teacher(s). We teach wholly in 
mixed ability classes in English
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English GCSEs - Key Information

• The English Language GCSE is an unseen paper, so we work on 
developing the skills throughout the two-year course. 

• For English Literature, by the end of Year 11, students will have 
studied Lord of the Flies, a Poetry anthology – Power and Conflict, 
Macbeth, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and developed poetry analysis skills 
for an unseen poetry question. 

• Students have been buying their own copies of set texts (except for 
the poetry anthology, which is provided) so that they can make their 

own notes. 
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English GCSEs – Revision 

• As a Faculty we will offer online revision on specific topics. 

• Students must take care of their exercise books and texts as their 
notes will be invaluable.

• There are two GCSEs, which should be revised for in different ways.

• Be wary about using AI and online/YouTube revision too much. 
Exam reports frequently comment on this as a trend, saying that 
they see the same questionable ideas regurgitated without much 
understanding.
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How to revise GCSE English Language

GCSE English Language –the one you 'have to pass'. 
This tests students' reading skills in answering short questions on an 
unseen text. Students also have to write two different types of writing – 
narrative/descriptive and transactional. There are two papers and both are 
50% reading, 50% writing
• Revision of this topic should mainly involve practice questions – from 

their teacher or the school website. Students should ensure they know 
what each question is testing and how to answer it, maybe exploring 
model answers. Students should also look over previous assessments 
and work on their targets from their teacher.
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GCSE English Literature 

• Students need to revise:
o Macbeth
o Lord of the Flies
o Poetry
o Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
o Unseen poetry
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How to revise GCSE English Literature 

• Learn quotes little and often
• Choose one quotation and analyse it
• Plan exam answers
• Read and discuss non-Fiction.
• ️Practise timed questions
•  Create mind maps for themes and characters.
• Use flashcards for quotations and terminology.
• Make posters summarising key ideas.
• Record themselves reading notes and listen back later.

Top tip
Talk About Texts
Ask your child questions such as:
• Which character do you feel most 

sympathy for?
• What is the writer trying to say?
• How does this event link to a 

theme?
• Talking through ideas helps 

students remember them.
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English Language  GCSEs - Exam structure
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing

What's assessed
Section A: Reading
•one literature fiction text
Section B: Writing
•descriptive or narrative writing

Assessed
•written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•80 marks
•50% of GCSE

Questions
Reading (40 marks) (25%)– one 
single text
Writing (40 marks) (25%)

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and 
Perspectives

What's assessed
Section A: Reading
•one non-fiction text and one 
literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
•writing to present a viewpoint

Assessed
•written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•80 marks
•50% of GCSE

Questions
Reading (40 marks) (25%)
Writing (40 marks) (25%)

Non-examination Assessment: 
Spoken Language

What's assessed
•Presenting/use of Standard 
English 
•responding to questions and 
feedback

Assessed
•marked by teacher
•(0% weighting of GCSE)
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English Literature  GCSEs - Exam structure
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel

How it's assessed
•written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•64 marks
•40% of GCSE

Questions
Section A Shakespeare (Macbeth): students will 
answer one question on Macbeth. They will be 
required to write in detail about an extract from the 
play and then to write about the play as a whole.
Section B The 19th-century novel (Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde): students will answer one question on Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde. They will be required to write in detail 
about an extract from the novel and then to write 
about the novel as a whole.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

How it's assessed
•written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
•96 marks
•60% of GCSE

Questions
Section A Modern texts: students will answer one 
essay question from a choice of two on Lord of 
the Flies. 
Section B Poetry: students will answer one 
comparative question on two poems from the 
Power and Conflict anthology cluster.
Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer 
one question on one unseen poem and one 
question comparing this poem with a second 
unseen poem
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RE GCSE - Key Information

• All students study for a GCSE in Religious Education

• Classes are mixed ability and were created using intelligent grouping

• Where possible, class groups will remain with the same teacher over 
the two-year GCSE 
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RE GCSE - Key Information

School website resources 

Revision videos  
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RE GCSE – Bellarmine Programme 



GCSE Course Overview
AQA Religious Studies (Specification B)

Exam Paper 1: Catholic 
Christianity

Catholic beliefs, teachings, 
practices, sources of authority 
and forms of expression in 
relation to six topics: 

1. Creation

2. Incarnation

3. The Triune God

4. Redemption

5. Church

6. Eschatology

Exam paper 2:

Section A: Judaism, with a 
focus on the beliefs, teachings 
and practices of the religion. 

Section B: a study of two 
religious, philosophical and 
ethical studies themes:

1. Religion, relationships and 
families

2. Religion, peace and conflict

• Paper 1 (Catholic Christianity) The 
exam tests the students on 4 of the 6 
topics that they have studied.

• Paper 2 (Judaism and Ethics) The 
exam tests the students on the 4 
topics that they have studied.

• Each topic question will be marked 
out of 24.

• Each topic question will have 5 
question parts to it.

• The marks for the 5 questions are: 1, 
2, 4, 5 &12 marks.

• The 12 mark questions require the 
students to do extended writing, 
show analysis and evaluation.

• It will be marked out of 96 and there 
are 9 extra marks for SPAG (Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar)
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Science GCSEs - Key Information

• All students began by studying for a GCSE in Combined Science.

• This year students have been placed into sets as follows:

Set 1a: Separate sciences - higher tier.

Set 1b: Combined science higher tier- aiming for 7-9 grades.

Set 2: Combined science higher tier aiming for a minimum of a 6.

Set 3: Combined science - Foundation tier.
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Science- Why do we study it?
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Science GCSEs - Key Information

The impact of science on your overall grades.

Combined science counts for 2 GCSES:

Think about who you are competing with

PPE 1- don't just leave it

Impact of revision from Nov vs impact of not starting until March time

GCSE scores example 1
Student scores a 66 in combined science

GCSE scores example 2
The same student scores a 77 in 
combined science

4 4

6 6

5 5

6 6

4 6

4 6

Total=   29   Average= 4.83 Total= 33 Average = 5. 5
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Science- Grade boundaries 2026



Easy wins- How can I boost my grade?

Biology- 10% Maths

Chemistry 20% Maths

Physics 30% Maths
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Science- The importance 
of Recall

40% of marks. Set for the 
first homework of two 
alternating ones.
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How we will help you?- The second part of the alternating homeworks.
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Who can I speak to if I need help?...
• Faculty and Subject Leaders

• Class/Subject teachers

• Mrs Bird - Pupil Achievement Mentor 

• Ms Pritchard - Executive SENCo

• Mrs Jennings- Exams Officer

• Mrs Nunn - Attendance Officer

• Mr Trickett and Mrs Humphries - 
Careers support

• Form Teacher

• Miss Marsh– Assistant Director of Progress 

• Mrs Baines – Yr11 Inclusion Support

• Mrs Burrows – Director of Progress

• Mrs Collard – Assistant Headteacher – 

SEND Inclusion Lead

• Mr Wayman – Assistant Headteacher

• Miss Anderson – Assistant Headteacher & 

DSL

• Mr Flanagan – Deputy Headteacher

• Mrs North – KS5 Director of Progress
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What are my options after Year 11?

• St Mary’s Sixth Form

• Other Sixth Forms

• College

• Apprenticeships
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6th Form at St Mary’s Menston

• A fantastic 6th Form with great students, strong academic results and unrivalled 
opportunities for Personal Development

• Well established, strong relationships between students and staff

• A 'community' within a 'community', 6th Form is different and very special

• Personalised, individual support and guidance

• 27 Subjects offered in Sixth form: both A levels and BTec Vocational Courses

• We would expect over 60% of our current Year 11 students to continue into the 
Sixth Form due to the outstanding offer we provide
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6th Form at St Mary’s Menston

• St Mary’s has a dedicated Sixth Form team to support Academic progress and to 
offer Pastoral support

• Director of Progress – Mrs North

• Assistant Director of Progress – Mrs Bene-Doszpoly

• Director of Personal Development – Mr Trickett    

• Sixth Form Manager – Mrs Andrews (Support Staff)

• Careers Team dedicated to pastoral support and student well-being (Mr 
Trickett)
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Next steps

• Encourage your child to start revision - take the little and often approach

• Help them to create a quiet, clear and permanent revision space

• Talk to them about their 'Why’ - purpose and goal

• Provide resources

• Discuss your role and ask them how they want you to support them

• Agree expectations

• Keep us updated



Together 

We Flourish  

AMBITION

OPPORTUNITY

FAITH

  

St Mary's Sixth Form 
Open Evening

Wednesday 21 October 2026

6.00 – 7.30pm


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13:  Maths GCSE - Key Information
	Slide 14:  Maths GCSE - Exam structure
	Slide 15:  Maths GCSE - Key Information
	Slide 16:  Maths GCSE – Revision tips
	Slide 17:  Make a list of topics to revise
	Slide 18:  Revision type: Focused topic revision
	Slide 19:  Revison type: Past GCSE papers
	Slide 20:  English GCSEs - Key Information
	Slide 21:  English GCSEs - Key Information
	Slide 22:  English GCSEs – Revision 
	Slide 23:  How to revise GCSE English Language
	Slide 24:  GCSE English Literature 
	Slide 25:  How to revise GCSE English Literature 
	Slide 26:  English Language  GCSEs - Exam structure
	Slide 27:  English Literature  GCSEs - Exam structure
	Slide 28:  RE GCSE - Key Information
	Slide 29:  RE GCSE - Key Information
	Slide 30:  RE GCSE – Bellarmine Programme 
	Slide 31: GCSE Course Overview AQA Religious Studies (Specification B)
	Slide 32:  Science GCSEs - Key Information
	Slide 33:  Science- Why do we study it?
	Slide 34:  Science GCSEs - Key Information
	Slide 35:  Science- Grade boundaries 2026
	Slide 36: Easy wins- How can I boost my grade?
	Slide 37:  Science- The importance of Recall  40% of marks. Set for the first homework of two alternating ones. 
	Slide 38:  
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47

