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Dear Parents   General Letter No 1                                               5 September 2017 
 

I hope that your child has enjoyed their first week back 
at school and is looking forward to the many 
opportunities available to them this year. It has been 
wonderful to see our young people quickly settling 
back into the school routines. As usual I have been 
delighted with the high standards of behaviour and 
attitude to learning that I have witnessed. Staff have 
commented on the excellent start that our Year 7 
pupils have made and how polite, friendly and well-
mannered the children have been. Students have 
come back to school ready to work and their attitude 
has been extremely positive. I would like to thank 
parents for their support in enabling the school to 
achieve such high standards of uniform, the students 
look incredibly smart. 
 

We have continued to develop our facilities over the summer period.  These include a continuation of 
our toilet refurbishment programme, dining room developments, painting within the Morse building 
and an extensive development of our facilities for Sixth Form students, including improved study 
facilities and a refurbishment of the Sixth Form Common Room.  

 
2017 Results: GCSE 
Once again, St. Mary’s Menston is celebrating pleasing GCSE examination results this year. Despite 
national changes and volatility, our results remain comparable to previous years and demonstrate 
continued high standards of academic attainment. 
 
2017 marks the introduction of reformed GCSEs in English language, English literature and 
mathematics. These new GCSEs are more rigorous in nature due to the different assessment regime, 
9-1 grading and more challenging content compared to previous academic years. We are delighted 
that our students have risen to the challenges faced by these new GCSE courses and wish to 
congratulate them for their hard work, commitment and determination to achieve their absolute best. 
Staff, parents and governors of the school are exceptionally proud of the students and their many 
successes this year. 
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The pass grade of 9-4 in English and Mathematics compares well to previous A*-C achievement in 
less demanding legacy GCSE examinations. Our students have a broad and balanced curriculum with 
a high percentage opting for and achieving the English Baccalaureate (EBacc).  
 
Yet again, we celebrate excellent English results this summer with 89% of our students achieving a 9-
4 pass grade. Similarly, Mathematics attainment remains strong with 79% achieving a 9-4 grade.  
This year, we see the first awards of the new grade 9, in GCSE English language, English literature 
and mathematics. The introduction of a Grade 9 is designed to recognise the very highest performing 
students in these subjects. We are pleased to report that 47 grade 9s were awarded in English, and 
mathematics this year, which is well above the indicative national figure. We are delighted that a 
number of our students achieved grade 9s across all subjects. We are immensely proud of their 
exceptional performance and I would like to congratulate all students for these fantastic 
achievements.  These are the reward for their positive effort and attitude, along with the support from 
staff and parents. 
 
St. Mary’s has built upon the successes and achievements of previous years, and despite the 
challenging and changing national landscape, has maintained strong attainment and pleasing results, 
which demonstrate positive progress for students of all abilities. We have much to celebrate with our 
students and wish to thank all those who have supported them in their studies so far. We are 
delighted to welcome the vast majority of students into our newly refurbished sixth form as they 
embark on the next important stage of their education with us.  
 
A Level 
Congratulations to all our Year 13 students who are now receiving the results of all their hard work 
and commitment over the last two years.  Against a backdrop of much uncertainty with the phasing in 
of the new linear, 2 year A-level system and its increased academic challenge, our students have yet 
again produced an excellent set of results. 
 
Despite changes in university admissions and the increasing associated costs, the vast majority of our 
115 students have chosen to pursue university courses, and their strong results mean that almost all 
of them have secured a place at the university of their choice, enabling them to pursue their dreams 
and aspirations; these range from the more academic such as biomedical sciences, economics or 
philosophy, to the more vocational like dentistry or architecture, to the more creative like costume 
interpretation with design, or musical theatre.  A number of students are also using their grades to 
pursue apprenticeships or go straight into employment for example in accountancy or working in 
child-care.  Our students have also chosen to spread themselves across the country, from Glasgow to 
Durham to London, with a couple taking gap years to travel even further before returning to their 
studies.  We wish all our Year 13 leavers every success in their future endeavours and look forward to 
celebrating with them at the A level Presentation Evening in December.   

 
School Chaplaincy Provision 
Bishop Marcus has appointed Rev Fr John Carlisle as the Priest Chaplain for St. Mary’s Menston. We 
are very fortunate to have Fr John working with us as well as our Lay Chaplain Mrs Findlay. 
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome 
We look forward to our Year 7 Day of Welcome on Friday 15 September, where Year 7 students 
participate in a full day of activities designed to welcome them to St. Mary’s, and to engage in the 
spiritual pathway that they will be encouraged to follow.  A separate letter is being issued to Year 7 
students. 
 
Year 7 Data Collection Sheets 
Year 7 students will be given data collection sheets for parents to check and amend as necessary this 
week. Please check the details we hold in school carefully to ensure that we have the correct details 
should we need to contact you. Please check the addressee is correct on the label and it is also 
essential to provide us with a current email address. All forms should be returned to school by Friday 
22 September. 
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ParentPay 
Activation details for ParentPay were issued to Year 7 students today.  If you have any problems with 
ParentPay, please contact Mrs Ash at school in the first instance j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 

Lockers 
All Year 7 students are allocated a locker for their first year at St. Mary’s. Form Tutors allocate these 
lockers and each student is asked to pay £5.00 towards the upkeep of the lockers. The £5.00 should 
be paid via ParentPay.  Students should provide their own padlock for their locker and are advised to 
leave a spare key with their Form Tutor. Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 are not automatically allocated a locker 
and should request one, if required, from Pupil Reception. 
 

Lightwater Valley Reward Day: Friday 15 September 
Individual letters have been sent home with details of the Lightwater Valley Reward Day. A large 
number of payments for this trip are still outstanding.  Parents are asked to pay via the ParentPay 
system as a matter of urgency in order for us to confirm final numbers with the park.  Should your 
son/daughter not wish to take part, please email Mrs Ash j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 

Year 12 Welcome Evening – Tuesday 12 September at 7.00 pm 
Year 12 welcome evening will take place on Tuesday 12 September. The Sixth Form Team are keen 
to work in partnership with parents to ensure students are given appropriate guidance, support and 
advice. 
 

Year 8 Fundraising 
Year 8 students have donated over £500 for Cancer Research UK, which was raised in the last 
academic year: well done to all and thank you for your continued support of our charity fund-raising. 
 

School Calendar 
Please follow this link to access the current school calendar, where there is a downloadable A4 
version, if you would like to be provided with a paper copy please contact Mrs Tindall. 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/calendars  
 

Welcome to Staff new to St. Mary’s this term 
We welcome the following teachers and support staff to St. Mary’s. 
Teaching Staff  
Mr Anteney - Maths 
Mrs Archer - English 
Mrs Crawford – English Faculty Leader 
Miss Marsh – Physical Education 
Support Staff 
Mr Nightingale, Trust Chief Operating Officer 
Mrs Goostrey, Cover Supervisor 
 

 
Miss Rogers – History 
Miss Rutter – English  
Mr Siggins - History 
Miss Tomlinson - Maths 
 
Mrs Reynolds, Cook 
Miss Denby, Apprentice 

For your information, Student Progress Leaders are as follows: 
Year 7 Mrs Hayes  Year 8:   Mr Harvey  Year 9:   Mr Dobson  
Year 10:  Mrs Burrows  Year 11: Mrs Carmichael  
 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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