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Dear Parents                     4 September 2018 
 
General Letter No 1  
 
Feast Day – 19 July:  
Treasure the Word of God 
 
The annual celebration of our patron and Heavenly 
Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary began with whole 
school Mass celebrated by Fr John Carlisle, with many 
invited associates and friends of the school in 
attendance. Tributes were made and holding crosses 
were given to those members of staff who were leaving 
and cheques were presented to our four main charities 
who we continue to support most passionately, through 
the hard work of our students and generosity of our 
parents and families. 
 
We were honoured to have with us the family of Mark Nixon, a much loved and 
respected member of staff who died in February. We gave thanks for his life and 
staff and students spoke of their personal experience of a most exceptional and 
inspirational friend, colleague and teacher. The family were then invited to the 
Memorial Garden where a plaque has been placed most fittingly next to that of 
Martin Green, a former member of staff, who was a beacon of inspiration to Mark 
through his time here at St. Mary’s as a pupil. 
 
 
Information Evening on 13 September from 6.00pm to 6.45pm. 
Due to a number of changes in 2018, with SIMS Parent App, the Homework Policy and new 
Feedback Policy, the school has arranged for an information evening for parents/carers to take place 
on Thursday 13 September 2018, 6:00pm - 6:45pm, in M1.  This will allow senior staff to explain in 
more detail the new ‘SIMS Parent App’ and the new teaching and learning policies. If you wish to 
attend this information evening, please return the reply slip, which has already been issued, to pupil 
reception by Friday latest 
 
 
Excellent Results for St. Mary’s students 
I would like to congratulate students and their families on this incredible performance.  We are 
delighted with the outcomes for all of our students, with the outstanding performance at GCSE level 
being combined with the exceptionally strong performance of our A-level students.  It has been a 
pleasure to see the way that students and staff have worked together to achieve such success and 
also to witness them celebrate together as they received the results.  Please see the press releases 
below, celebrating the incredible success of our students. 
 

 GCSE Results 
St. Mary’s Menston students have once again achieved great success in their GCSE results this year. 
In a time of significant national change, the students have demonstrated high academic standards 
across all subject areas and key headline measures have remained strong and improved from 
previous years. 
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2018 marks the introduction of reformed GCSEs in the majority of GCSE subjects. These new GCSEs 
are more rigorous and challenging due to their linear nature, different assessment system, 9-1 
grading and more challenging content compared to previous academic years. We are delighted with 
the strong performance of our students in 2018 and are inspired by their ability to adapt to the 
immensely challenging national context. 
 
A highlight for the school this year are the ninety eight 9 grades achieved by our students across all 
subject areas. A 9 grade is a new GCSE grade introduced by the Department for Education to 
recognise outstanding examination performance. We are immensely proud of our students' 
exceptional academic achievement. 
 
The pass grade of 9-4 in English and maths has risen this year to 85%, and despite the more rigorous 
assessment system, the percentage achieving the English Baccalaureate has also remained high. 
As always, the English results are a great success for the school with 92.8% achieving a 9-4 grade. 
Mathematics results are a further cause for celebration with 86.7% achieving a 9-4 grade which is a 
significant improvement from previous years. 
 
The SEND team are delighted with the results of our students with different learning needs. These 
students have made excellent progress considering their starting points which bears testament to 
their hard work and sheer determination, ensuring that students of all abilities have made outstanding 
progress. 
 
St. Mary’s has much to celebrate in 2018. Strong and improved attainment headlines, exceptional 
grade 9 performances and positive progress for students of all abilities has made this a year to 
remember. We look forward to welcoming our students into the Sixth Form in September as they 
embark on their level 3 studies. We know the GCSE results achieved this year will form a strong 
foundation on which to build and will ensure further success in the future. 
 

 A Level Results 
Congratulations to all our Year 13 students who are celebrating an absolutely fantastic set of A-level 
results – the best that St. Mary’s Sixth Form has enjoyed for many years.  Students in fact 
outperformed our most optimistic predictions to push the average grade achieved per A-level entry up 
by a quarter of a grade compared with last year.  This is a significant achievement.  These results are 
a testament to the hard work and commitment students have put in over the last two years. 
Against a backdrop of much uncertainty – the new linear A-levels, changes in university admissions 
and increases in costs – our students are to be congratulated on yet again achieving a set of results 
that enable them to embark on the next stage of their lives.  For most, this means university with over 
90% of those who applied securing a place this morning at the university of their choice.  They will 
pursue their dreams and aspirations ranging from the academic such as English literature, 
economics, philosophy, medicine or dentistry, to the vocational like sports therapy or business 
management.  Others will study more creative or exotic subjects such as script writing or fashion 
marketing.  
 
A number of students are also using their grades to pursue apprenticeships or go straight into 
employment.  Our students have also chosen to spread themselves across the country, from St 
Andrews and Durham to Bristol, Warwick and London, with a couple taking gap years to travel even 
further before returning to their studies.  We wish all our Year 13 leavers every success in their future 
endeavours and look forward to celebrating with them at the A-level Celebration of Achievement 
Evening in December. 
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Welcome to Staff new to St. Mary’s this term 
We welcome the following teachers and support staff to St. Mary’s. 
Teaching Staff    Support Staff 
Ms Case – Psychology   Mrs Hall – Librarian 
Mrs Haworth – Maths   Mrs Harrison – KS5 Mentor 
Miss Hetherington – English  Miss Pilgrim – Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Kesterlian – RE   Miss Thompson – Teaching Assistant 
Mr Masterton - Geography 
Miss Morgan - Maths 
Mr Paul - MFL 
Miss Slater - Drama 
Mrs Thomas - Science 
Mrs Witham – MFL 
 
For your information, Student Progress Leaders are as follows: 
Director of Student Progress: Mrs Burrows 
Year 7 Miss Chrispin  Year 8:  Mrs Hayes  Year 9:  Mr Harvey  
Year 10: Mr Dobson  Year 11: Mr Nield  
Director of Sixth Form: Mr Priestley 
Assistant Directors of Sixth Form: Mrs North, Mr Smickersgill and Mr Trickett 
 
Welcome to Year 7 
We are delighted to welcome our new Year 7 students and their families to the St Mary's community.  
I have been very impressed with their attitude around school so far and I wish them every success in 
their time at St Mary's. 
 
Building Improvements 
We have had a number of improvements to the school building over the summer period, for example 
decorating and refurbishment of Maths and English classrooms, along with replacement of the Sports 
Hall roof. We anticipate that the roofing project will be ongoing for a further three weeks. 
 
Year 7 Data Collection Sheets 
Year 7 students will be given data collection sheets for parents to check and amend as necessary this 
week. Please check the details we hold in school carefully to ensure that we have the correct details 
should we need to contact you. Please check the addressee is correct on the label and it is also 
essential to provide us with a current email address. All forms should be returned to school by Friday 
21 September. 
 
ParentPay 
Activation details for ParentPay were issued to Year 7 students today.  If you have any problems with 
ParentPay, please contact Mrs Ash at school in the first instance j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Lockers 
All Year 7 students are allocated a locker for their first year at St. Mary’s. Form Tutors allocate these 
lockers and each student is asked to pay £5.00 towards the upkeep of the lockers. The £5.00 should 
be paid via ParentPay.  Students should provide their own padlock for their locker and are advised to 
leave a spare key with their Form Tutor. Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 are not automatically allocated a locker 
and should request one, if required, from Pupil Reception. 
 
Pre loved and still lovable uniform 
Thank you to all those parents who have sent in beautifully laundered uniform for re use. May we 
remind all families that there is a wide range of all items of uniform readily available. Please direct 
your requests via: j.findlay@stmarysmenston.org   Discretion will be maintained at all times. 
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School Calendar 
Please follow this link to access the current school calendar, where there is a downloadable A4 
version, if you would like to be provided with a paper copy please contact Mrs Tindall. 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/calendars  
 
Year 12 Welcome Evening – Tuesday 11 September at 7.00 pm 
Year 12 welcome evening will take place on Tuesday 11 September. The Sixth Form Team are keen 
to work in partnership with parents to ensure students are given appropriate guidance, support and 
advice. 
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome 
We look forward to our Year 7 Day of Welcome on Friday 14 September, where Year 7 students 
participate in a full day of activities designed to welcome them to St. Mary’s, and to engage in the 
spiritual pathway that they will be encouraged to follow.  A separate letter is being issued to Year 7 
students. 
 
Lightwater Valley Reward Day 
The Lightwater Valley Reward Day takes place on Friday 14 September.  A large amount of payments 
remain outstanding.  Please make outstanding payments as a matter of urgency via the ParentPay 
system in order for us to confirm numbers with the park.  Should your son/daughter not wish to take 
part in the visit and remain in school on the day, please inform Mrs Ash via email 
j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Photos: Years 7, 9 and 12 
Students in Years 7, 9 and 12 will have their photographs taken on Wednesday 19 September.  
Students will be given a proof order form when the photographs have been taken.   
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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