
 

 
Dear Parents                     3 September 2019 
 
General Letter No 1  
 
Incredible Success for St. Mary’s students 
As we commence the 2019-2020 academic year, I would like to congratulate all students and their 
families for the incredible success achieved in the summer examinations.  It was a pleasure to see the 
way that students and staff worked together to prepare for the examinations and how they celebrated 
these achievements in the summer.  Please see the press release below, celebrating the 
achievements of our students: 
 

 GCSE Results  
Once again, St Mary’s Menston students have achieved 
excellent GCSE results this year. In keeping with previous years, 
they have excelled in their performance and demonstrated high 
academic standards in key attainment and progress measures. 

We are delighted with the grade 9 performance of our students 
this year. A 9 grade is a new GCSE grade introduced by the 
Department for Education to recognise outstanding examination 
performance. 144 grade 9s have been achieved across a 
number of different subject areas. This builds on the tremendous 
success achieved last year and demonstrates exceptional 
subject performance. The pass grade of 9-4 in English and mathematics remains high at 82% and is 
significantly above previous national average measures. Likewise, the more challenging pass grade 
of 9-5 in English and Mathematics is pleasing at 61% which is in line with the record results in 2018. 

As always, the individual English and mathematics results remain strong and stable and are a great 
success for the school. 91% achieved a 9-4 grade in English and 85% achieved a 9-4 grade in 
Mathematics.  
 
The Headteacher, Darren Beardsley, is delighted with the 2019 results. He has stated: 
This is a fantastic achievement for everyone involved in the school and is the reward for the hard work 
and endeavour of all staff and students, as well as the support provided by our families. We look 
forward to welcoming our students into the sixth form in September as they embark on their level 3 
studies. We know the GCSE results achieved this year will form a solid foundation on which to build 
and the students will go on to achieve great success in the future.  
 

 A Level Results  
Congratulations to all our Year 13 students who are celebrating 
their A level and vocational course results today. Following last 
year’s significantly improved and impressive results, the students 
in 2019 have maintained this level of success. The overall 
average point score per student and average grade per subject 
entry remains stable and positive. In line with last year’s results, 
the average grade per entry is a B.  

Students achieving A Level grades at AAB or higher in facilitating 
subjects has improved which allows access to a range of 
undergraduate courses and employment opportunities in 
professional sectors.  



 

 

With young people increasingly pursuing a vocational pathway, more of our students now study 
vocational courses in our Sixth Form and have achieved great success with the average grade per 
entry being a distinction. Two students will be embarking on their studies at Oxford (Maths with 
Philosophy) and Cambridge (Natural Sciences), and for the first time, a number of our students are 
starting at Edinburgh University. Four St. Mary’s students will be studying either Medicine or Dentistry.  

Almost all students have gained a place at their first choice university. In 2018 St. Mary’s was named 
as the top school in Leeds for students attending Russell Group universities and indicative figures 
again suggest a high proportion of our students are progressing to the top universities in the country. 

This year group has contributed greatly to the St. Mary’s community and we thank them and their 
parents for their support. We wish all our Year 13 students every success and look forward to 
celebrating with them at the A Level Presentation Evening in December. 
 
Feast Day Mass 2019 

This year two Masses celebrated our Feast Day with 
the theme of: ‘The Almighty works marvels for me.’ 
The first for Years 7 and 8 and the second for Years 
9 and 10 which was concelebrated by Canon Lawrie 
Hulme, Canon Paul Moxon and Fr. John Carlisle. 
Every student had contributed a themed piece of art 
work which was displayed and created a most fitting 
backdrop for our Masses in the school’s main hall. 
Friends and associates of the school were invited to 
the first Mass along with representatives from our 4 
main charities. Cheques were presented to our 
charities of monies raised through the Advent 
Appeal. 
 
Please click on the following link to view some of the art work displayed at the Masses 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/s/Feast-Day-2019-Student-Artwork-Sheets-reduced.pdf 
 
Year 10 Careers 
At the end of the summer term Year 10 had a drop down day for careers. During the day pupils 
participated in a number of different workshops to prepare them for the world of work. Pupils met with 
a number of employers from Reed Smith, an international law firm based in Leeds, who discussed 
their career pathways and differing roles within the company. Other workshops included, for example, 
a session on university life from Leeds Trinity University, apprenticeships with the National 
Apprenticeship Service, how to write CVs and also a session on Labour Market Information. 
 
This was a very informative and enjoyable day that will help Year 10 as they move into Year 11 and 
continue to think about their post-16 options.  
 

https://www.stmarysmenston.org/s/Feast-Day-2019-Student-Artwork-Sheets-reduced.pdf


 

 

Uniform 
We are aware that suppliers are currently awaiting further stocks of the new school skirt, if this is 
causing an issue for your Year 7 child please do not hesitate to contact school. 
 
Safeguarding 
We ask for your support in ensuring that scissors are not brought into school by students, these will 
be provided by school for any tasks that require them. 
 
Changing Lives, Making a Difference 
We are currently contacting local businesses to request their support of a Pupil Development Fund. 

As a school, we are determined to provide the highest quality education and the broadest range of 

opportunities to all of our students, whatever their family circumstances.  However, due to increasing 

funding constraints, the school is no longer able to pay for the voluntary extras where families are 

unable to do so. The Pupil Development Fund will support students from families, who are ‘just about 

managing’, to be able to participate in the opportunities available at our school and to fully achieve 

their potential.  

Staff and Leadership  
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents about the leadership at the school.  As you are 
aware, St. Mary's are part of The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust, a group of ten schools 
working together.  The Directors of the Trust have asked me to work as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
over the ten schools for three days each week this academic year. I am based at St. Mary's as 
Headteacher for two days each week and Miss Hattersley is Head of School for the 2019-2020 
academic year, taking responsibility for the day to day leadership of St. Mary's.  
 
We welcome new staff to St Mary’s, Menston: Mrs Taylor to the RE department; and Mrs Brook to 
Design and Technology, whilst Mrs Jordan is on maternity leave.    
 
For your information, Student Progress Leaders are: 
Director of Student Progress: Mrs Burrows 
Year 7: Mrs Hayes  Year 8: Miss Chrispin  Year 9: Mr Keefe  
Year 10: Mr Harvey  Year 11: Mr Nield  
Director of Sixth Form: Mr Priestley 
Assistant Directors of Sixth Form: Mrs North, Mr Smickersgill and Mr Trickett 
 
Welcome to Year 7 
We are delighted to welcome our new Year 7 students and their families to the St Mary's community.  
I have been very impressed with their attitude around school so far and I wish them every success in 
their time at St Mary's. 
 
Year 7 Data Collection Sheets 
Year 7 students will be given data collection sheets for parents to check and amend as necessary this 
week. Please check the details we hold in school carefully to ensure that we have the correct details 
should we need to contact you. Please check the addressee is correct on the label and it is also 
essential to provide us with a current email address. All forms should be returned to school by Friday 
27 September. 
 
ParentPay 
Activation details for ParentPay will be issued to Year 7 students today.  If you have any problems 
with ParentPay, please contact Mrs Ash at school in the first instance j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Lockers 
All Year 7 students are allocated a locker for their first year at St. Mary’s. Form Tutors allocate these 
lockers and each student is asked to pay £5.00 towards the upkeep of the lockers. The £5.00 should 
be paid via ParentPay.  Students should provide their own padlock for their locker and are advised to 
leave a spare key with their Form Tutor. Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 are not automatically allocated a locker 
and should request one, if required, from Pupil Reception. 
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Pre loved and still lovable uniform 
Thank you to all those parents who have sent in beautifully laundered uniform for re use. May we 
remind all families that there is a wide range of all items of uniform readily available. Please direct 
your requests via: j.findlay@stmarysmenston.org   Discretion will be maintained at all times. 
 
School Calendar 
Please follow this link to access the current school calendar, where there is a downloadable A4 
version, if you would like to be provided with a paper copy please contact Mrs Tindall. 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/calendars  
 
Year 12 Welcome Evening – Tuesday 10 September at 7.00 pm 
Year 12 welcome evening will take place on Tuesday 10 September. The Sixth Form Team are keen 
to work in partnership with parents to ensure students are given appropriate guidance, support and 
advice. 
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome 
We look forward to our Year 7 Day of Welcome on Thursday 19 September, where Year 7 students 
participate in a full day of activities designed to welcome them to St. Mary’s, and to engage in the 
spiritual pathway that they will be encouraged to follow.  A separate letter is being issued to Year 7 
students. 
 
Lightwater Valley Reward Day 
The Lightwater Valley Reward Day takes place on Thursday, 19 September.  A large amount of 
payments remain outstanding.  Please make outstanding payments as a matter of urgency via the 
ParentPay system in order for us to confirm numbers with the park.  Should your son/daughter not 
wish to take part in the visit and remain in school on the day, please inform Mrs Ash via email 
j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Photos: Years 7, 9 and 12 
Students in Years 7, 9 and 12 will have their photographs taken on Tuesday 17 September.  Students 
will be given a proof order form when the photographs have been taken.   
 
Leeds City College Parents’ Information Event 
The annual Leeds City College Parents’ Information Event is on Thursday 19 September 2019 at 
Printworks Campus (Hunslet Road, LS10, 1JY). Parents will have the opportunity to discuss 
information relating to apprenticeships, vocational courses and other post-16 options. The evening 
runs from 4.00-7.00 pm and gives you the opportunity to speak to a variety of college staff and have a 
look round our Printworks Campus. There will be different information stalls and presentations where 
you can find information about: 
 

 Leeds City College course information: 

 Apprenticeships 

 Student Life team including student support, welfare and the Students' Union 

 High needs support 

 Bursaries and financial support 
 
You will be able to arrive at any time throughout the duration of the event. At the event, you will have 
the opportunity to browse the stalls, have a tour of the campus and listen to a presentation about 
post-16 options and Leeds City College. There will be an hourly presentation followed by a tour 
running on the hour. If you would like to attend the event, please book on via the Eventbrite - 
lccparentsinfoevent.eventbrite.co.uk or email transitionteam@leedscitycollege.ac.uk for more 
information. 
 
St. Mary’s Lettings 
As part of the St. Mary’s Lettings programme, Pilates class will run from 7.00pm – 8.00pm every 
Monday evening in the small Hall, during term time.  The class is suitable for all levels and abilities 
and costs just £6.50 per class. Contact Peter on 07841 959365 or email peterwcasling@hotmail.co.uk 
for further information or to book a place. 
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Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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