
 
 

 
Dear Parents                     18 September 2019 
 
General Letter No 3  

 
 
New Computer Suite for Mnyakanya  
The Bambisanani Team worked with Aireborough Rotary 
Club to secure funding from the Global Rotary Committee 
for a project to build a computer room at the school we 
work at in South Africa. It was handed over to the school 
on Friday 13 September. 
 
Teacher at Mnyakanya High School, Prettier Zondi; 
'Wow!! The whole schooI was so excited to see that the 
ICT suite is ready to be used. Our students and teachers 
are really looking forward to using this amazing facility. We 
really have not enough words to thank you for this life 
changing gift.' 
 
The principal said; 'The St. Mary's students are such good people.  You care a lot about Africans. 
Thanks a lot again for the contribution of an ICT suite in our school. It will really make a difference to 
the life of our children, God will bless you!' 



 

 

 
Lightwater Valley Reward Day 
The Lightwater Valley Reward Day for students in Years 8, 9 and 10 takes places on Thursday.  On 
the day, students should arrive at school as normal and it is envisaged that the coaches will depart at 
9.00am.  School uniform does not have to be worn but students should dress appropriately for the 
weather conditions on the day.  A packed lunch will be required, or alternatively, students may wish to 
bring a small amount of spending money to purchase lunch and drinks whilst in the park.  
 
For the return journey, the buses will leave at approximately 3.00pm, arriving back at school for 
4.30pm.  Please note that school buses will not be available at this time and parents are responsible 
for their child’s journey home from school. 
 
Those students who carry an epipen or an inhaler must ensure that they have this with them at all 
times, plus a spare for use in case of an emergency. 
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome 
We are looking forward to our Year 7 Day of Welcome, this year’s theme is ‘I am Community’. Pupils 
will spend time with their form and form tutors playing games and getting to know one another. The 
day will culminate in a liturgy of celebration planned and led by the pupils themselves. 
 
Year 11 Study Day 
Year 11 students will be taking part in different workshops during their Study Day on Thursday, these 
include Team Building, Memory Session and Q&A with Stuart Myers, visiting guest speaker. 
 
Year 12 and 13 Focus Day 
We have an exciting focus day planned for Year 12 on Thursday with Gary King, a guest motivational 
speaker who will speak about his journey to success in the business world. The students will also 
listen to a presentation from the Royal Air Force and have the dubious pleasure of participating in an 
RAF Personal Training Session where team building and resilience will be the focus. Other 
workshops include Northumbria University delivering content on 'selling yourself' and 'how to be 
effective in delivering presentations'. There will also be in house workshops on study skills and 
memory/recall. Year 13 will have their second Post Eighteen Pathways day where they will be pulling 
together university applications or researching post eighteen apprenticeships and career choices with 
bespoke guidance from staff. 
 
Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 2019 – Saturday 28 September 
There are still places available on St. Mary’s coach. Departing 6.00am and returning approximately 
10.00pm. Travel costs approximately £27 per person. Please contact Mrs Findlay via school on 01943 
883000 or by e-mail j.findlay@stmarysmenston.org  
 
Songs of Praise 
On Sunday’s Songs of Praise, aired at 1.15pm there was a segment on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes with Rev. Kate Botley. You might want to view it on catch up TV. 
 
St. Mary’s Faith in Action Group 
The Faith in Action Group meet every Monday to pray for the school community and we will be 
welcoming our Year 7 members very soon. 
 
Safeguarding: Dropping Off and Picking Up from School 
We are aware of the increased volume of traffic in the area local to school at drop-off and collection 
times. For the safety of all our pupils, please continue to use the parking lay-bys situated in the bus 
drop-off layby when dropping off and collecting students from school.  Use of this area means that 
students can safely access school and avoid causing congestion on local roads.  Please show 
courtesy to our local residents when attending school events. Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter. 
 
Year 11 History: Field Trip to Saltaire  
Year 11 History students are visiting the model industrial village of Saltaire in connection with their 
‘History Around Us’ controlled assessment in two groups, one yesterday morning and one this 
morning. 
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Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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