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Dear Parents         25 September 2012 
 
General Letter No 3 
 
Information on Academy Consultation 
Information on Academy Consultation is available on http://dioceseofleedscmat2.org/ 
Please note that the first consultation meeting is due to take place at St. Mary’s, Menston at 6.00 pm 
on Thursday. 
 
Mass of Welcome 
We look forward to welcoming Year 7 students and their families to our Mass of Welcome at 7.00 pm 
tomorrow, Wednesday 26 September.  Light refreshments will be served after the Mass. The theme of 
the Mass is “Faith in Action” which heralds our Diocesan Year of Faith, linking the School’s values to 
our School community’s Saints and Martyrs.   
 

Faithfulness: Faith in Action 
Jesus said to his disciples:  “Do not worry; do not say, “What are we to eat?  What are we to drink?  
How are we to be clothed?”  It is the pagans who set their hearts on all these things.  Your heavenly 
Father knows you need them all.  Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his righteousness, and 
all these other things will be given you as well.” 

Matthew 6: 31-34 
 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 
A group of adults and students will be representing St. Mary’s on the Annual Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham this Saturday.  All are welcome: please let Julia Findlay know of any interest: 
j.findlay@stmarysmenston.org  We have faith that the weather will be good! 
 
International Schools Award 
St. Mary's has been granted the British Council’s International Schools Award from September 2012 
to August  2015. St. Mary's prides itself on its international work, and students are given opportunity to 
experience numerous global learning opportunities, which will encourage them to become responsible 
global citizens.  
 
Miss Mastin, International Schools Coordinator, informed judges of our numerous international visits 
to France, Sicily and Germany; our Comenius Project a joint project with 8 other European schools); 
our Bambisanani Partnership; our Connecting Classrooms project; our World challenge expeditions 
and our commitment to staff development through the global dimension.   Our pilgrimage to Lourdes 
binds together our international ethos to our school mission of keeping Christ at the centre of all that 
we do.  
 
The panel considered the quality of our school’s international work to be outstanding, commenting 
that we integrate the global dimension excellently into our international work and have made 
interesting links with other schools through the Bambisanani partnership and Comenius. They were 
also pleased to see that activities were sustained over a period of time. This is something that St. 
Mary's is dedicated to continue with.  
   
International Languages Day 
To celebrate European Languages day on Wednesday, St. Mary's is hosting 
its own International Languages day today. Students in Years 7 and 8 
experience three language sessions during the morning from a selection of 
Italian, Spanish, Swedish, Latin, Romanian, Gaelic, Zulu and Chinese. 
Pupils will be issued with a mini passport which will be stamped once they 
have completed a session and all KS3 pupils will also be issued with a 
certificate to recognise their achievements that day.  
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Activities will also take place throughout the week during form time such as quizzes, and an assembly 
will be held on Wednesday to mark the actual European Day of Languages.  During the course of the 
week we will also launch a Spanish club, the French Spelling Bee and a poster competition. We hope 
that pupils enjoy this opportunity to experience a variety of languages and that they are inspired to 
learn more.  
 
Bambisanani: The First Five Years 
The book written about the school’s work in South Africa “Bambisanani: The First Five Years” has 
been selected to feature at the prestigious Ilkley Literature Festival.  Founder of the Bambisanani 
Partnership and author of the book will give a talk about the project on Saturday 29 September at 
9.00 pm at Ilkley Playhouse.  Festival organisers have described the book as “inspirational and 
heartwarming”.   
 
Visits 

 Romeo and Juliet: On Tuesday afternoon a group of Y8 students will be participating in a 
Workshop, run by the West Yorkshire Playhouse, in support of their study of Romeo and Juliet. 

 Duke of Edinburgh: Gold Qualifying Expedition: A group of Year 13 students will be completing 
their Duke of Edinburgh award in a qualifying expedition to take place from Wednesday to 
Saturday this week.  We are grateful to Mr Lancaster and Mrs Keinhorst for their support of this 
qualification.   

 On Thursday morning and Friday morning, two groups of Year 11 History students will be visiting 
Saltaire in support of their History curriculum. 

 
Photos: Years 7, 10 and 12 
The photographer will be in school on Thursday morning to take photographs of any student who was 
not available last week.   
 
Lightwater Valley Reward Visit 
The visit on Friday was a real success with all students and staff enjoying a great day together, 
despite the poor weather.  Staff at the theme park commented on the excellent behaviour of our 
students and the respect that was shown to all in the Park.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 

 


