
 
 

 
Dear Parents                     24 September 2019 
 
General Letter No 4  

 
Year 7 Day of Welcome: “I am Community” 
Last Thursday the most enjoyable day was had with Year 7. Mrs Hayes, Student Progress Leader, 
along with Form Tutors and support staff celebrated what it is to be part of the St. Mary’s community. 
Games to introduce each other and sharing their individuality were played. Scripture was interpreted 
in a range of imaginative ways along with an introduction to the form martyrs and an alternative sports 
session was great fun. After a packed lunch and another opportunity for ice cream, pupils settled to 
write bidding prayers and ready themselves for the closing liturgy. Each Form presented either their 
piece of scripture or a reflection upon their time at St. Mary’s so far. Bidding prayers were then read 
whilst the Form candle was processed along with each form’s contribution to the Year 7 time capsule 
which will be buried in the school grounds, unearthed toward the end of Year 11, and celebrated in 
their closing Mass. 
 
A reflection upon my time at St. Mary’s so far by Faith Sakufiwa – 7 Gwyn 
My time at St. Mary’s has been so fun and I have been to so many new lessons. When I first came to 
St. Mary’s I was so scared but excited too. I was filled with lots of emotions I thought I was going to 
explode. But as soon as the day was over I was so confident and I was welcomed here and shown 
my way around school by Sixth Formers. There were a lot of nice people to tell me where my Maths 
room was but now I am a lot more familiar with the school. I have joined the drama club that really 
helped me boost my confidence. There are a lot of after school clubs that I can take part in and there 
is always a school production to take part in. My Form Tutor is Miss Marsh and she is really nice, my 
favourite lessons are food tech, drama and PE.



 

 

 
Services to Basketball 
We are delighted to share with the whole school 
community that Mrs Harrison-Beaumont has received 
an award from Basketball England in recognition for her 
services to the sport.  Mrs Harrison-Beaumont has been 
involved in basketball at many levels from 1979 and 
thoroughly deserves this recognition of her dedication 
and support of Basketball. 
 
Mrs Harrison-Beaumont is a long-serving member of 
staff who is currently History Subject Leader in school. 
 
 
 
 
Library Loyalty Scheme  

Students in Year 7 are invited to join the Library Loyalty Scheme. Next 

time Year 7 students visit the Library they will be issued with a Library 

Loyalty Card and a small review sheet. Once they have read the book, 

filled in the review sheet and returned the book and sheet to the Library 

they will gain a stamp on their card. 10x Stamps = entry to the prize 

draw at the end of the year where they have a chance of winning a book token.The more cards 

they fill the more chances they have! The Library is open to Year 7 during the following times: 

Every day from 8am and every night till 3:55 pm except Fridays. 
  Monday: Break and Lunch 1:30-1:50 
  Tuesday: Lunch 1:10-1:30 
  Thursday: Break and Lunch 1:30-1:50  
  Friday: Lunch 1:10-1:30 
  Times are on the Library door. 
  You can also use your card if you borrow a book for your English lesson. 

 
New Parish Youth Worker at Our Lady and All Saints Otley 
We are pleased to welcome Matthew Steen to this post. Matthew will work with the families of Otley 
Parish and St. Joseph’s Primary School children as well as St. Mary’s Menston students. We wish him 
well in his ministry. 
 
Careers at St. Mary’s 

 Skills Yorkshire is a careers, jobs, skills and apprenticeship event being held at the Centenary 
Pavilion, Leeds Utd FC. There will be at the event, employers, training providers, colleges, 
universities and professional bodies for pupils to interact with. This event is free to attend and is 
on Wednesday 2nd October, 4.30-7pm. For more information, please visit: 
https://prospectsevents.co.uk 

 

 During the week of 28 October to 1 November 2019, Yorkshire Water will be running an Industrial 
Cadets scheme. Industrial Cadets is a STEM work experience programme for 14-18 year olds 
and there are 30 places available. This would be a fantastic opportunity for those pupils interested 
in careers in STEM and there are many projects and activities planned for over the week.  
On successful completion of the course, students will gain an award equivalent to the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award in the field of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. If you would like 
any more detail or a copy of the application, please email Miss Devenish on 
r.devenish@stmarsymenston.org 

 
Photograph Mop Up Session 
Any pupil in Year 7, 9 and 12, who missed having their photograph taken on 17 September will have 
another opportunity during Thursday 3 October. The final deadline to order photographs will be 
Wednesday 9 October. Any orders placed after this date must be through Tempest rather than the 
school. 

https://prospectsevents.co.uk/
mailto:r.devenish@stmarsymenston.org


 

 

 
Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 2019 – Saturday 28 September 
There are still places available on St. Mary’s coach departing the bus terminal at 6.00am. Please pray 
for us as we will pray for you. 
 
Batley Torchlight Procession – Monday 7 October  
This will be led by Rt. Rev. Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds, starting at 7.30pm from Batley Market 
Square, Batley WF17 5DA. Processing to St. Mary of the Angels’ Catholic Church, Cross Bank Road, 
Batley WF17 8PQ. This will be followed by light refreshments, all are welcome. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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