
 

 

 
Dear Parents                     1 October 2019 
 
General Letter No 5  

 
Our Open Day is this Saturday, from 11.00am to 2.00pm, to which all parents and families are invited 
to see the work of the school.  Information sessions for prospective Year 7 Parents will be held at 
11.30am and 1.00pm.  It is expected that all students will be involved to demonstrate all areas of 
school life. Please note that school will close early on Friday 4 October, school buses are expected at 
1.00pm: this will allow staff to make final preparations for Open Day. School will be closed on Monday 
2 December 2019 in lieu of Open Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham Saturday 28 September 2019 A reflection on the 
Pilgrimage by two Year 8 students:  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We travelled by coach with other schools and parishioners from Harrogate. By the end of the day we 
had made lots of new friends. At 12 noon there was Mass led by Bishop Marcus and we received 
communion from him. We both really enjoyed everything but our favourite moments were processing 
the Holy Mile and Benediction in the Abbey Grounds. We then got time to explore the town and 
chapels of Walsingham. We also enjoyed our time with Yemane and we wish him well in his new 
parish.  
 
Friday 4 October – CAFOD Harvest Fast Day – Catholic Agency for Overseas Development 
A collection to support the work of one of our four main charities will be taken on Friday 4 October. 
Our students are encouraged to ‘Live Simply’ on that day:  Our small change can make a big 
change. Sixth Form students will be collecting from each Form and at break-time in the dining room. 
 
Matthew Steen: Parish Youth Worker at Our Lady and All Saints 
A note of introduction from the Otley Parish Youth Worker:  
Hello St. Mary's Menston. Thank you so much for welcoming me into your school community. My 
Name is Matthew Steen, I am 24 years old and originally from the small town of Fleetwood in 
Lancashire. My role within the school community is as the new parish Youth Worker at Our Lady and 
All Saints Catholic parish in Otley. Practically, this means that, along with the schools' Chaplain Mrs 
Findlay and Fr Carlisle, I am here to support you all on your faith journey.  
 
My key projects within the school will be the youth SVP and Faith in Action groups, which you are all 
welcome to join as we seek to grow both these initiatives. A bit about my background: I studied 
Biomedical Sciences at Newcastle University, after this I spent 6 months teaching at a Jesuit Primary 
School in Dodoma Tanzania and on my return applied for a voluntary position to serve on the youth 
ministry team for Hexham and Newcastle diocese. I am pretty active as an individual, I enjoy fitness 
training, outdoor pursuits and Jiu-Jitsu in my spare time. I am very grateful to the St. Mary's 
community for continuing to support the youth ministry project and I look forward to journeying with 
you all in the coming year ahead.   God Bless



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During October, Pope Francis invites everyone to join the 
EMM2019 Universal Prayer Chain, in solidarity and love for all 
people. 
 
Who? Everyone, everywhere, all over the world is invited to 
pray the official EMM2019 prayer. 
 
When? Every Friday after the Angelus at 12pm, throughout 
the month of October 
 
Why?: Through praying together, we will revitalise and 
reawaken our missionary spirit.   
 
At St. Mary’s we will take up Pope Francis’ invitation to make 
October a month of prayer focused on Mission by: 

 Creating a whole school awareness through the Daily and 
Weekly Acts of Worship. 

 Chapel sessions where the Mission Rosary is prayed. 
Each decade is a difference colour to represent different 
continents and to remind us to pray for Gods children 
around the world. 

 Financially support overseas mission through Missio. 
Every Form has received a collection box the contents of 
which will be joined together with collections from SS 
Peter & Paul Primary School and Parish and given directly 
to Missio – the Pope’s chosen charity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Apprenticeship Seminars at Leeds Beckett University November 2019  
Please see the information below from Leeds Beckett:  
 
If you want to know more about apprenticeships then these are the most important events you could 
attend! Listen to major employers in the city talk about their apprenticeship programmes and the 
opportunities they offer, be inspired by the range and level of vacancies available. 

 Find out about opportunities in a range of employment sectors, the route ways in, the skills 
needed and the progression afterwards 

 Find out about the new apprenticeship programmes including Degree Apprenticeships and 
Masters qualifications at University 

 Listen to apprentices talk about their experiences of gaining qualifications at all levels whilst 
earning a salary and without incurring debt 

There are six seminars taking place between Wednesday 6 November and Thursday 14 November 
2019, at the Leeds Beckett University Rose Bowl Lecture Theatres. Seminars will start at 6.30pm and 
run until 8.30pm



 

 

 
Date: all at 6.30 – 8.30 pm Seminar Topic 
Wed 6 November Financial and Professional Services and Law 
Thu 7 November Health and Care 
Mon 11 November IT, Digital and Media 
Tue 12 November Construction and Infrastructure 
Wed 13 November Manufacturing and Engineering 
Thu 14 November Public Services (including uniformed services) 
Book your place now at tinyurl.com/AppSeminar   
 
Photographs: Years 7, 9 and 12 
The final deadline photographs is Wednesday 9 October. Please note that any orders placed after this 
date must be through Tempest rather than the school. 
 
Year 8 Residential  
A letter regarding the Year 8 Residential has been emailed to parents today.  A £50 deposit is 
required via the ParentPay system by 21 October to secure a place.  Should your child not wish to 
take part, please inform Mrs Ash via email j.ash@stmarysmenston.org  A full programme of activities 
will be provided in school for those students who would prefer not to take part. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
School Term Dates 2020-2021 
For your information, please see below the agreed school term dates for 2020-2021 for St. Mary’s, 
Menston.  In addition, St. Mary’s, Menston training days will take place on Monday 7 September 
2020, Monday, 26 July 2021, Tuesday 27 July 2021 with two more training days to be confirmed. 
 

2020-2021 Start End 

Autumn Term 1 Monday 7 September Friday 23 October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 2 November Friday 18 December 

Spring Term 1 Monday 4 January Friday 12 February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 22 February Thursday 1 April 

Summer Term 1 Monday 19 April Friday 28 May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 7 June Tuesday 27 July 

 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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