
 

 

Dear Parents                            4 October 2017 
 
General Letter No 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our prayer for October reminds us to thank God daily for 
all of those things which we can so easily take for 
granted. 

 
 
 
Open Day 
I would like to thank all the families who visited the school for 
our Open Day.  I was delighted with the range of activities 
that were available, enabling potential students to experience life at St. Mary's. The commitment and 
pride that students and staff have for the school, was evident throughout the day, with many visitors 
commenting that the students were impeccable ambassadors for the school.  
 
I look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 cohort of 200 students in September, and enjoyed 
meeting a great number of them at the information sessions, which were extremely well attended.   
 

 
 



   
 
Year 7 Mass of Welcome 
Year 7 Mass of Welcome for Year 7 pupils and their families and the commissioning of new staff, will 
be held on Thursday 12 October 2017 at 7.00pm.  Your child will be required to wear full school 
uniform for this occasion.  After Mass, light refreshments will be served in the Pupil Reception area, 
providing an opportunity to mingle with friends and staff.  
  
Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 30 September 2017 
A wonderful day was had in the sunshine as the Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage led by Bishop Marcus 
gathered for Mass in the Basilica of Our Lady of Walsingham. St. Mary’s representation of 2 staff and 
4 students then processed into the Village along the Pilgrim Way praying the Rosary and singing 
Marian hymns. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Vespers concluded the afternoon in the 
beautiful Priory Grounds, the site of the Medieval Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. There was then 
time to explore some of the many churches in the Village or enjoy tea and cake before heading off for 
home and of course, a stop en route at McDonald’s for our students to refuel, 
 
Year 8 Residential 
Letters have been emailed to parents regarding the Year 8 Residential which takes place from 
Monday 19 February to Friday 23 February 2018.  However, it would appear that some parents have 
not received this.  Should you require a paper copy of the letter, please ask your child to collect from 
Mrs Ash in the PE Office.  We require a non-refundable deposit of £50 in the first instance which must 
be paid by 20 October in order for us to confirm numbers with the Outward Bound. 
 
Years 7, 9 & 12 Photographs 
Any orders for student photographs should be returned to school and handed in to the Curriculum 
Office no later than 9.00am THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER.  Orders may still be placed after this date but 
parents will have to contact Tempest Photographers directly. 
 
 



 

 

 
Educational Visits this week: 

 GCSE Geography Fieldtrip to Hornsea 
As part of the GCSE Geography course, a field trip took place on Monday and Tuesday to 
Hornsea on the East Yorkshire Coast for Y11 geographers. The trip covered essential 
fieldwork skills and data collection which is compulsory for the exam in June 2018.  

 The Royal Albert Hall and Steinway Hall 
A visit to The Royal Albert Hall and Steinway Hall for Years 12 and 13 Music students takes 
place today. Students will experience the excitement inside one of the world’s most famous 
music venues as it prepares for the next performance on a Royal Albert Hall Grand Tour.  

 Manchester Art Gallery 
On Friday, Art Students from Year 12 and Year 13 will visit Manchester Art Gallery. The trip 
will give students an opportunity to develop skills in critical thinking which is essential for the A 
level studies and ability to work in groups. 

 UCAS and Apprenticeship Fair at Elland Road 
Sixth Form students will visit a UCAS and Apprenticeship Fair at Elland Road Stadium, which will 
include stalls by various higher education and apprenticeship providers, as well as various 
seminars on topics such as student finance, making a competitive application, and the different 
types of universities. 

 
Bikeability Cycle Training 
There are still places available for Year 7 students to take part in Level 3 Bikeability Cycle Training 
within school.  The course teaches techniques for riding safely on the road and planning a suitable 
route to school.  The training will take place on 16, 17 and 18 October.  Further information has been 
sent to parents today via email.   
 
Aireborough October Holiday Activities  
Please follow the link below for half term activities at Aireborough. 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Aireborough-Oct-Holiday-Activities-2017.doc 
 
Diocesan Day in November 
The Diocese have requested that we give details of the Diocesan Day in November about Parish Life, 
Community Catechesis and The Joy of the Gospel with Bill Huebsch. 
For further details and how to book please follow this link. 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Bill-Huebsch-bnxe.pdf 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 

Advance Notice of St. Mary’s Sixth Form Open Evening 
Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on Tuesday 21 November at 6.30 pm.  We look forward to 
welcoming students and their families to explore what we can offer in our Sixth Form. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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