
 

 

 
Dear Parents                             8 October 2019 
 
General Letter No 6  
 
 
Open Day 

 
The School’s Open Day provided an interesting and informative insight into the activities that take 
place at St. Mary’s, Menston.  We were delighted to welcome very many visitors and Year 6 students 
and their families.  The information sessions, given by Mr Beardsley, Headteacher and Miss 
Anderson, very ably support by the Head Boy and Head Girl and two Year 7 students were very well 
attended.  The presentation is available on the website.  
 
Year 7 Mass of Welcome – On the Memorial of the 
Guardian Angels 
Year 7 pupils, along with their parents and other family 
members, came together for Mass to celebrate their 
coming to St. Mary’s and all that the following years 
will bring. ‘I am Community’ was the theme with 
everyone making a contribution through artwork, 
singing, reading, serving and praying. During Mass 
Year 7 Form Tutors were commissioned by Fr. John 
Carlisle in their role of promoting the faith of the church 
and the importance of that role in helping parents and 
their children to grow in the understanding and 
practice of that faith. Fr. John then blessed form 
badges which have been distributed and are to be 
worn with pride as a reminder of our Form Martyrs. 
 



 

 

 
Batley Torchlight Procession – Monday 7 October 

Nine Faith in Action pupils from Years 7 and 8 processed with 
Bishop Marcus, many other clergy, parishioners and pupils 
from Diocesan schools on a dry and bright autumnal evening 
with a stunning sun-set. The crowds gathered in Batley Market 
place for opening prayers and then processed to the church of 
St. Mary of the Angels for Benediction. The evening was 
enjoyed by everyone as were chips on our way home. Thank 
you Fr. John for driving the mini bus. 

 
KS3 Safety Evening 
Please note that the KS3 Safety Evening, originally provisionally scheduled for Tuesday 22 October, 
will now be delivered in the new year, following the appointment of our Safer Schools Officer. The 
Safety Evening is for parents of students in Years 7 and 8.  Please note that the new date will be 
given in the general letter. 
 
As appropriate we will place updates in this newsletter regarding general safety advice for all pupils 
and parents. 
 
PSHE at St. Mary’s 
On the morning of 21 October Year 10 students will have the opportunity to view a performance by 
the Invisible Man theatre company which will explore the journeys, experiences and realities of 
refugees who have settled in the UK.  
 
Over the course of the performance, pupils will discuss the wider topic of what it might mean to be a 
refugee today and the impact it has on individuals and families. This will be a very thought provoking 
and interesting topic for students.  
 
Careers at St. Mary’s 
Eversheds Sutherland have opened their 2020 applications for the Solicitor apprenticeship. If any 
Sixth Former is interest in Law, the link to the form can be found here: www.eversheds-
sutherland.com/apprentices They will also be holding a series of Year 12 and 13 Insight Evening 
events which are targeted at both students and parents, giving an overview of the apprenticeship and 
graduate routes into the firm and providing an opportunity to ask questions and network with 
apprentices and trainees. The date in Leeds is 5 November and will run from 6-8pm. The closing date 
for the Insight Evenings is 27 October 2019 and for the Apprenticeship is 1 December 2019. All 
information can be found on the above link. 
 

http://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/apprentices
http://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/apprentices


 

 

 
Year 8 Residential 
A letter regarding the Year 8 Residential was sent home to parents via email last week.  A £50 
deposit is required via the ParentPay system by 21 October to secure a place.  Should your child not 
wish to take part, please inform Mrs Ash via email j.ash@stmarysmenston.org  A full programme of 
activities will be provided in school for those students who would prefer not to attend. 
 
Photographs: Years 7, 9 and 12 
Please note that any orders placed for photos should be placed through Tempest.   
 
Consideration to Parking at drop-off/pick up times 
For the safety of our students, we ask that you use the designated bays in school to drop-off in the 
morning and pick up in the afternoon. We also ask that you are especially aware of the crossing and 
pay heed to any directions given by members of staff for the safety of our children.  
 
Please be considerate to our neighbours, particularly on the High Royds estate and Moorland 
Crescent areas.  Please be aware that it is illegal to park on the double yellow lines in the entrance to 
High Royds.  Unfortunately, as the school has grown in capacity, we have not been able to expand 
our car parking facilities to match and, as a result, we do rely on our parents to park sensibly and 
considerately in the local area. 
 
Diocese of Leeds Events - Autumn Term 
Please follow the link below for timetable of future events. 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Diocese-Of-Leeds-Events-New.pdf 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Rev Fr Sean Crawley, Private 
Secretary to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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