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Dear Parents         16 October 2012 
 
General Letter No 6 
 
For the Year of Faith 
Loving Father, you have called us to pass through the door of faith into the fullness 
of life and have shown us that faith bears fruit in hope and love.  
Arouse in us a deep desire for these gifts,  
which the teaching of your Son bestows  
upon all who encounter him.  
Help us to understand his teaching:  
proclaimed by the apostles,  
alive in the Scriptures, active in the Church,  
professed in the Creed,  
and offered to the world anew  
through the Second Vatican Council and  
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  
Increase in us the love that casts out fear,  
that the whole Church may profess her faith confidently and joyfully.  
Enable us to hold open the door of faith,  
with its promise of salvation, for all humanity.  
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Academy Consultation 
The consultation is now over. I would like to thank everyone for their contributions and attendance at 
the evening events.  Please have a look at the web site www.dioceseofleedscmat2.org to get a 
flavour of the questions and responses.  The quality of the questions was excellent.  They were 
mainly around the Catholic identity of the schools, and a wish to keep the ethos and values intact.  
Over the next two weeks, the governing bodies of the schools will be meeting to discuss the results 
and the possible next steps.  Be assured that everyone will be kept informed of the process. 
 
Year 13 Consultation Evening 
Invitations have been issued to students for the Year 13 Parents Consultation on 7 November.  
Please return your requests by Monday 22 October. 
 
Key Stage 5 predicted grades and Student Tutorial Week 
The first set of predicted AS/A level grades will be issued to sixth form students on Wednesday this 
week.  In addition to the predicted grade, an attitude grade will be issued based on criteria set out on 
page15 of the student planner. 
 
These grades will also form the basis for the subject teacher/student discussion which will be taking 
place this week in lessons as part of the first Student Tutorial Week of the year.  These discussions 
will aim to help students work in a focused way towards their target grades.   
 
Year 7 French Spelling Bee 
The aim of the Spelling Bee is for students who are beginners in a foreign language to practise and 
improve their vocabulary, spelling, pronunciation and memory skills. In their French lessons, pupils 
will be learning to spell a selection of words in French, leading up to a class competition towards the 
end of term. Pupils will have to spell as many of the words as possible in one minute. The two winners 
from each form will go on to compete against other class winners in the school competition with a new 
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set of words. The winners from this school round will then compete in a regional competition, with the 
chance to go to a National Competition in Cambridge in the summer term.  It would be wonderful to 
see pupils representing St Mary's on a national scale, if we are lucky enough to get this far.  It is 
hoped that the competition will be fun for pupils, and will enable them to demonstrate their language 
ability and team spirit, regardless of whether they win or not.  Your son/ daughter will soon have a list 
of words that they will be learning.  Please feel free to get involved, perhaps even hold a family 
Spelling Bee competition at home.  
 
Visits 

 Year 12 Geography students will take part in a fieldtrip to Coniston in the Lake District from today 
until Thursday.   They will carry out work relating to glaciation and river studies. 

 25 Year 8 students have been taking part in workshops, leading to a performance of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ at the West Yorkshire Playhouse on Wednesday evening.  If you would like to see the 
performance, tickets are still on sale through the West Yorkshire Playhouse website or on 0113 
2137700 at the Box Office. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
 


