
 

 

Dear Parents                           19 October 2017 
 
General Letter No 7 
 
Our prayer for October reminds us to thank God daily for 
all of those things which we can so easily take for 
granted. 
 
Year 7 Mass of Welcome 
Mass was celebrated last Thursday: the theme for the Mass 
was “I’m building community with JOY” and gave a warm 
welcome to Year 7 students and their families, and new 
members of staff, into the St Mary’s community.  
 
Lourdes Reunion Mass 
On Monday Lourdes pilgrims were glad to be able to 
participate in the Lourdes reunion Mass at St Wilfred’s in 
Featherstone. It was a wonderful opportunity to catch up with 
new friends and to reflect on the special memories and 
blessings that we experienced in the summer.  
 
Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage to Ripon 
A representative body of 15 students and staff attended the Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage to Ripon on 
Wednesday.  Following the Mass in Ripon Cathedral and lunch, they walked the four mile mini-
camino to Fountains Abbey. 

 
Invitation to attend the Global Learning Programme Expert Centre Conference at the Hallam 
conference Centre, London. 

 
Tom Allan and Lily Preston, Year 11, 
attended and spoke at the event, 
held last Friday, accompanied by 
Mrs Hayes, Global Learning 
Coordinator.  The conference 
celebrated the work of Global 
Learning Programme Expert 
Centres, past and present. 
On the day, students were able to: 

 learn new ways to advance 
global learning with school 

 share best practice and ideas 
with other Expert Centres from 
all over the country 

 discover ways to continue the 
school’s global learning journey 

 
Growth Mindset 
As we reach the end of the first half term, I am delighted to be able to update you on the progress of 
one of St. Mary’s key teaching and learning priorities: to introduce the concept of Growth Mindset. 
Our aim is to make Growth Mindset the focus of our teaching and learning strategies. Pupils have 
been given Growth Mindset assemblies and staff have been treated to a Growth Mindset session from 
Debra Kidd, author and education consultant.  Progress Leaders, Form Tutors and Faculty Leaders 
have been creating Growth Mindset action plans and all classroom teachers are promoting a Growth 
Mindset approach in their classrooms.  
 



 

 

Growth Mindset is an idea developed by Carol Dweck at Stanford University: it is the belief that ability 
is not fixed. Through hard work and effort great things can be achieved and barriers to learning can 
be overcome.  
 
If you want to read more about Carol Dweck and Growth Mindset further information can be found by 
using the following links: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl9TVbAal5s&feature=youtu.be (How to 
Help Every Child Fulfil Their Potential) and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWv1VdDeoRY&feature=youtu.be (A Study on Praise and 
Mindsets) 
 
The Growth Mindset approach depends on having the ability to develop grit and resilience. 
Grit is our passion and perseverance towards reaching a long-term goal while resilience is the 
optimism to keep bouncing back from failure. Both of these traits are rooted in a growth mindset, and 
the good news is that a growth mindset means you can learn, develop and build your resilience and 
grit. Like most valuable skills, this will take practice and dedication. However fostering these traits will 
undoubtedly have a positive impact on every aspect of your life. 
 
Years 7 Subject Plans 
Year 7 parents have received information about the subject progress plans available on the school’s 
website.  This system will be rolled out to Years 8 – 11 on a rolling programme. 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/year-7-subject-progress-plans/ 
 
Safeguarding 
As part of our safeguarding in school we would like to make you aware of some websites students are 
using which have caused us some concern and could be potentially harmful. 
 
Yellow  - allegedly tinder for teenagers, connected to Snapchat. 
Jabba - anonymous comments can be posted. 
Omegle - able to chat to strangers 
 
We carefully monitor internet use in school, but would like to highlight the importance of parents 
monitoring use at home. 
 
Year 8 Residential 
Parents of Year 8 students are reminded that consent slips and deposit payments for the Year 8 
Residential are due by Friday, 20 October in order for us to confirm numbers with the Outward Bound.  
 
November Pre-Public Exams 
Year 11 and Year 13 have been issued with their timetables for the forthcoming pre-public exams. 
 
Exam information 
The exam handbook and JCQ notices are all on the school website under the heading of 
'Examinations'.  Hard copies of the handbook will be issued to year 11 and Year 13 prior to their 
summer external exams. 
 
STEP Forward Parenting Course 
STEP Forward is an upcoming parenting course to be held at Yeadon Sailing & Activities Centre 
throughout November and December. Please follow this link for further details, or speak to Mrs 
Findlay in school: https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Step-Forward-poster-Nov17-hf25.pdf 
 
Student News 
Congratulations to Florence Greenhalgh, Year 7 who recently won the U12 Girls’ Yorkshire Cycle 
Cross Championships held in Holmfirth. Florence is also British Schools Cycling Association (BSCA) 
Time Trial Champion following trials in the summer at the Brownlee Centre and Cycle Circuit, Leeds.   
 
Key Stage 3 Personal Safety Evening for Parents of Students in Years 7 and 8 
We look forward to welcoming parents to the Personal Safety Evening on Thursday.  Refreshments at 
6.00pm and presentations will take place at 6.30pm. 
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Bambisanani Charity Evening: Storytelling 
Y13 student Tadhg Collins has organised a fund-raising event for Bambisanani: all are welcome.  
Storytelling Evening on Friday 17 November, please follow this link for further details. 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Story-Telling-Poster-Landscape.pub 
 
 

 
 
Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on Tuesday 21 November at 6.30 pm.  We look forward to 
welcoming students and their families to explore what we can offer in our Sixth Form. 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 
Training Day: Friday 20 October 2017 
Parents are reminded that we have a Staff Training Day on Friday 20 October and school will be 
closed to pupils.  Closure for Half Term will be Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October with school 
re-opening to students on Monday 30 October. 
 
Thank you for a really positive half-term and I hope you all have a relaxing break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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