
 

 

Dear Parents                           31 October 2017 
 
General Letter No 8 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre Public Exams – Year 11 and Year 13 
A reminder that the above exams take place from Monday 6 November - Friday 17 November. 
Students need to register and then make their way to the exam room to be seated by 08.50 for the 
morning exams and 12.50 for the afternoon exams. Year 11 students need to attend normal lessons 
when they do not have an exam and will not be allowed to leave the school premises at lunchtime 
during this period. The schools catering facilities will be available to your child as they will be given an 
early lunch at 12.10 and will offer paninis, pasta pots and sandwiches if they do not wish to bring a 
packed lunch. Students need to bring equipment in a clear pencil case and if they wish, they can bring 
a bottle of water in a clear plastic bottle with the label removed. Mobile phones/smartwatches are 
unauthorised and must not be brought into the exam room. 
 
Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening: Tuesday 16 November at 7.00 pm 
We look forward to this celebration evening, when current and former students meet to receive their 
certificates and awards, celebrating their successes and achievements during their time at St. Mary’s. 
We are delighted that Charlotte Leeming, BBC news reporter and presenter, is able to join us at our 
Y11 Celebration of Achievement Evening as our Guest Speaker. 
 
KS3 Safety Evening 
Thank you to all those parents/carers who supported this event and for those unable to attend the 
Powerpoint presentation is available on our website https://www.stmarysmenston.org/personal-safety 
Any queries should be directed to the Student Progress Leader for your child’s year. 
 
A positive start to the school day 
We encourage all students to be independent in their approach to school life and to take responsibility 
in ensuring that their appearance and behaviour is to a high standard.   Punctuality at the start of 
school, and to all lessons sets the best framework for a good learning environment.  We ask parents 
to support your children in arriving at school in good time.   A school bell rings at 8.30 am to ensure 
that students are moving to where they should be, and staff are available to welcome students for the 
start of the day at 8.35 am.   
 
Being fully prepared for the day ahead is important, and again we encourage students to be 
independent in their approach to ensuring that they arrive at school with the correct equipment for the 
day: whether this is full PE kit, or homework, or similar.  Whilst encouraging this independence, we 
are aware that, occasionally, children may forget something which is then brought into school: on 
these occasions, we will do our best to ensure that the student receives whatever they have forgotten, 
but we would really value your support in your child checking that they have what they need for the 
day. 
 

https://www.stmarysmenston.org/personal-safety


 

 

Safeguarding 
Visitors should enter school through the Visitor Reception, where we record all those on site and 
issue passes appropriately. If a parent is collecting or dropping off a child: this is at Pupil Reception: 
please use the intercom system to communicate who you are and the Pupil Receptionist can then 
release the door lock.  So, when you arrive at Pupil Reception press the intercom button, this will 
prompt the receptionist  to ask you to identify yourself, you can then reply to them by holding the 
intercom button whilst speaking.  Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring we keep students safe. 
 

St. Mary’s Teaching School 
Staff from St. Mary’s, Menston and St. Mary’s Primary School, Horsforth will be present at a Train to 
Teach event this coming Saturday and would be delighted to meet anyone interested in becoming a 
secondary school teacher of Maths or Physics or a primary school teacher.  The event runs from 
10.00am – 4.00pm at the Royal Armouries, Leeds.  Train to Teach Roadshows provide attendees 
with a wealth of information on how to get into teaching and how to apply for training.  Interested 
parties need to register to attend.  Further information can be found on the link below 
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/teaching-events/train-to-teach-events/train-to-teach-leeds-
041117 
 

Bradford Catholic Youth Choir hit the airwaves. 
On Sunday morning, members of the 100 strong Bradford Catholic Youth Choir including a number of 
our students - will broadcast BBC Radio 4's Sunday Worship.  The programme, which has around 
1.75 million listeners (more than Desert Island discs and The Archers), will be a Mass celebrated by 
Fr Timothy Whitwell and the homily given by Fr Michael Hall.  Guy Fawkes Day, or Bonfire Day, is a 
day which has historically emphasised divisions in society. In this service, live from St Joseph's 
Catholic Church in inner-city Bradford, we hear that we are all sisters and brothers in Christ's love.  
The choir will sing the Gregorian Missa Cum Jubilo, the motet Anima Christi by Mgr Marco Frisina, 
and the hymns Praise to the holiest, Sweet sacrament divine and Firmly I believe and truly.  
 

The service is broadcast at 8.10am – all are invited to Mass; the congregation must be seated by 
7.50am at the latest.  You can hear the Mass live on BBC Radio 4, or following transmission on BBC 
iPlayer. The link to the programme website is:http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09cvytx 
 

Ripon Pilgrimage 
On Wednesday 18 October a party of St. Mary’s students joined the Pilgrimage with many Primary 
and Secondary Schools from across the Diocese of Leeds. It was a proud day for our students, who 
among others, were readers, servers and chorists. After Mass and a picnic lunch school groups 
walked to Fountains Abbey as part of the youth contingent. The day concluded with a liturgy. 
 

O God, who endowed the Bishop of St Wilfrid with outstanding graces for the building up of your 
Church, grant that by the help of his prayers we may, like him, weather every storm, discords at home 
and perils overseas, and be brought at the last into the haven of your peace. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
Cancer Research UK 
Cancer Research UK were very grateful for the school’s donation of £469.22, raised from our 3rd 
annual golf tournament. This was raised in loving memory of our late colleague Martin Green. Cancer 
Research UK cannot thank St. Mary’s enough for their support. 
 

Faith in Action 
Faith in Action is a national award scheme established by CYMFed, the Catholic Youth Ministry 
Federation. It aims to reward young people for the good that they do and to provide them with 
opportunities for on-going faith formation from the end of primary school and through secondary 
school. Faith in Action is currently being piloted in 12 places across the Diocese of Leeds. The young 
people participating will be putting their faith into action in 4 main ways; Prayer, Pilgrimage and 
Procession, Parish Practice and Social Action. 

 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
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Year 8 Residential 
A large number of consent slips and deposit payments for the Year 8 Residential are still outstanding.  
These are required in school as a matter of urgency in order for us to confirm numbers with the 
Outward Bound. 
 

Bikeability 
Before the half term break, thirty Year 7 students took part in Bikeability cycle training.  Run by Cycle 
Leeds, the group were taught techniques for riding safely on the road and planning a suitable route to 
school.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the training, despite some very wet and windy weather. 
 

Leeds Schools Athletics Association 
The first race of the Leeds Schools Cross Country League takes place at Middleton Park, Leeds on 
Saturday.  A letter has been sent home to parents of those students who have expressed an interest 
in taking part.  Consent slips should be returned to Mr Thornton in the PE Office as soon as possible 
please. 
 

St. Mary’s Lettings – Leeds Juggling Convention 
Each year, the school site is used for the annual Leeds Juggling Convention.  This year’s event takes 
place on Saturday 18 November from 10am – 9pm.  There will be workshops and juggling games 
taking place in the Sports Hall throughout the day, culminating in a show from 7.00pm onwards in the 
main Hall.  Free tea, coffee and doughnuts will be provided throughout the day (bring your own mug!).  
Our students and extended families are warmly invited to attend.  Further information can be found on 
the following link https://sites.google.com/site/leedsjugglingconvention/ 
 

Family Fun at The Manor House on Saturday 11 November from 2pm – 4pm 
Please follow the link below for further information. 

https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/201711-Family-Fun-poster-single.pdf 
 

 
 
Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on Tuesday 21 November at 6.30 pm.  We look forward to 
welcoming students and their families to explore what we can offer in our Sixth Form. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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