
 

 

Dear Parents                        7 November 2017 
 
General Letter No 9 
 
 
Our prayer for November links with Inter Faith Week and 
is the month when we pray for Holy Souls, those we have 
loved who are no longer with us, especially those most 
forsaken. 

 
Feast of All Saints 
Five Masses were said in school on 1 November to celebrate 
the Feast of All Saints. We are grateful to Fr. Lawrie Hulme, 
Fr. John Carlisle and Fr. Michael Mahady for leading us on a 
day when every student at St. Mary’s was able to attend 
Mass. 
 
Pre Public Examinations (PPEs) 
Year 11 and Year 13 have made an impressive start to their PPEs.  They are showing great maturity 
and have conducted themselves exceptionally well.  Examinations continue into next week. 
 
The Year 11 PPE results will be shared with students and parents at the Year 11 parents evening on 
Thursday 7 December.  Results will not be issued prior to this as it allows time for thorough 
moderation to take place in light of the new reformed GCSEs.  This also allows a focussed dialogue to 
take place with students, parents and teachers on the evening.  Week beginning 11 December will be 
a green pen week for Year 11, whereby they will use our green pen system to improve papers and 
address gaps in knowledge. 
 
Year 13 PPE results will be issued during lesson time following the exam series. 
 
Personal Development Time 
This year we have developed a new framework aimed at supporting the development of a growth 
mindset following the issuing of progress data to students and parents. The individual student 
progress reports show students’ progress benchmarked against prior attainment at KS2 and against 
national data. Last week all the students in school were given guidance and support in interpreting 
this data and setting appropriate targets to work towards. 
 
In addition to individual conversations, each Student Progress Leader also led students in 
inspirational activities designed to create a positive work ethic and growth mindset with a view to 
sustained outstanding learning and progress. Experiences ranged from problem solving challenges 
such as designing a method of safely dropping an egg from the upper floors of the school so that it 
remained unbroken, to teambuilding challenges designed to introduce resilience and communication 
skills that will be a focus of the Year 8 Outward Bound residential. Year 11 and Year 12 benefited 
from a speech by John Hendrie, former professional footballer, who was able to deliver important 
motivational messages to the students and relate his own experiences to the challenges young 
people face in key exam years. Father Michael Hall spoke to Year 10, ensuring that his unique blend 
of experiences as a priest and a senior leader in secondary education left a lasting and very positive 
impression on the students, who have commented on feeling inspired to adopt a dedicated and 
enthusiastic approach to their learning where they support each other and try and live out the schools 
values and really contribute to our community. Our second ‘Personal Development Time’ will be in the 
New Year and we are already looking forward to this: I am sure the progress data will reflect 
significant strides forward from our students.  
 
 



 

 

Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening: Thursday 16 November at 7.00 pm 
We look forward to this celebration evening, when current and former students meet to receive their 
certificates and awards, celebrating their successes and achievements during their time at St. Mary’s. 
We are delighted that Charlotte Leeming, BBC news reporter and presenter, is able to join us at our 
Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening as our Guest Speaker. 
 
Leeds Catholic Partnership Careers Event - 6.30pm– 8.30pm on Tuesday 14 November 
Year 10 and 11 students are invited to attend the Leeds Catholic Partnership Careers Event which will 
be held at Corpus Christi Catholic College on Tuesday 14 November. The purpose of the evening is 
to provide information and to identify the opportunities available in relation to the range of options, 
courses and progression pathways for students when they leave secondary school education at the 
end of Year 11.  The evening has a ‘market place’ format with a wide range of representatives from 
regional Further and Higher Education colleges, as well as local and national employers. The Careers 
Advisory services will also be available to provide impartial advice and guidance (IAG). 
 
In Remembrance 
Remembrance Day falls on a Saturday this year.  We are, however, holding remembrance 
assemblies during this week, incorporating The Last Post, very ably played by Dan Cullen in Year 10. 
 
The Royal British Legion have supplied us with a selection of Remembrance products, including 
poppies, badges and friendship bracelets with a suggested donation price, students are encouraged 
to make a donation to the Poppy Appeal and select an item from Pupil Reception. Thank you for your 
support. 
 
Wear It Pink Day for Sixth Form: Sixth Form students and staff turned pink for a day at the end of 
last term to support Breast Cancer Research.  £220.44 was raised for the Break Cancer Campaign, 
an extremely worthwhile and valuable cause. 
 
Student News 

 Leeds Schools Cross Country 
Our Cross Country runners have made a fantastic start to the season.  The first Leeds Schools Cross 
Country race was held at Middleton Park on Saturday.  Amelia Kiwomya finished 2nd, Sadie Bentham 
3rd, Charlotte Rowstron 4th and Amelie Garnet 16th resulting in the team being awarded first place 
overall.   
The U15 Girls team also took first place with confident running from Holly Davy who finished 1st, 
Sophie McIlroy 2nd, Hannah Price 4th and Maisie Pickering 9th.   
There were some great results also from the boys, running in a strong field at a fast pace: Theo Clay 
5th and Joseph Smith 20th. Well done to all who took part. 

 Wharfedale Festival of Performing Arts 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Thomas Dennill who was awarded two prizes at the recent 
Wharfedale Festival of Performing Arts.  Thomas was awarded first prize in one of the Voice Classes 
and was also awarded the Ilkley Parish Council Trophy for the best singer of Songs from the Shows.  
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 

https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/


 

 
 
Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on Tuesday 21 November at 6.30 pm.  We look forward to 
welcoming students and their families to explore what we can offer in our Sixth Form. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 


