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Dear Parents                      6 September 2016 
General Letter No 1 
 

I would like to welcome all members of the school community at the beginning of the new academic 
year. Students have returned with a positive attitude and we are looking forward to working with you 
all over the coming year. 
 
As we begin a new school year we journey 
deeper into this Jubilee Year of Mercy; we 
pray. 
 
God of wisdom and might, we thank you 
for the wonder of our being, for mind, body 
and spirit. Be with us, staff, students, 
parents and everyone who supports this 
community as we begin a new school 
year. We pray that we are filled with joy, 
warmth, energy and genuine affection as 
we journey on in a spirit which reflects and 
radiates the tender love and mercy of the 
Father. Amen. 
 

2016 Results 
GCSE 
St. Mary's, Menston are again celebrating outstanding GCSE results for our Year 11 students.  
Despite the changes in the performance measures nationally and the decrease in results that have 
taken place across the country, we are pleased that our GCSE results have improved in all areas.   
Students of all abilities achieved their aspirational targets, with 91% making 3 levels of progress in 
English and more than 80% achieving the equivalent progress in Maths.   78% of students achieved 
the new Government measure of achieving A*-C including English and Maths, with 75% of these 
achieving 5A*-C including English and Maths.  These results demonstrate significant progress for all 
students and are a reward for their hard work and the support provided by staff and parents.  
 
The majority of students will now progress into our Sixth Form and our best wishes go to those who 
will follow post 16 pathways elsewhere. 
 
A Levels 
Many congratulations to our Year 13 students who have reaped the rewards of their hard work over 
the last two years, gaining another set of excellent results.  With an average point score of 862 points 
per student (equivalent to 3 grade A’s), our 138 students are ready to embark on the next stage of 
their young lives.  Overwhelmingly, and despite much adverse publicity surrounding tuition fees,  
well over 80% of the cohort gained places at university with no fewer than 95 of them secured places 
at their first choice university.  Studying a greater than ever range of subjects, ancient history and 
Asian studies, through chemical engineering, Hispanic studies, media make-up and medicine, to 
zoology, they will be taking up places up and down the country from Edinburgh and Durham down to 
Cambridge, Bristol and Falmouth.  Of those not going to university, some will be taking up 
apprenticeships with firms such as BT and EY (Ernst and Young), others employment in such diverse 
areas as the civil service, logistics and law sectors.   
 
We wish all our Year 13 leavers every success in their future endeavours and look forward to 
celebrating with them at the A level Presentation Evening in December. 
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Welcome to Staff New to St. Mary’s This Term 
 
We welcome the following teachers and support staff to St. Mary’s. 
Teaching Staff  
Mrs Benson - English 
Mr Copley - History 
Mr Davidson –Maths Faculty Leader 
Mr Dennett - Religious Education 
Miss Hattersley -  Deputy Headteacher 
Mr Hearle - Science 
Miss Jefferies - Religious Education  
Miss Jelic – Computer Science 
 

 
Miss Mason – Modern Foreign Languages 
Mr Nield - English 
Mrs Noble - English 
Miss Thorp-Greenwood - Science 
Mrs Zubrzycki - Drama 
 
Support Staff 
Mrs Allenby, Teaching Assistant 

For your information, Student Progress Leaders are as follows: 
Year 7:  Mr Harvey  Year 8:   Mr Hamill Year 9:   Mrs Burrows  
Year 10:  Mrs Carmichael Year 11: Mr Wilkes  Year 12: Mrs North  
Year 13:  Mr Smickersgill 
 
Mr Sinnett, Assistant Headteacher, leads the Sixth Form Team and Mr Priestley is Director of Student 
Progress for Years 7 – 11.  We welcome Miss Hattersley as Deputy Headteacher. 
 
Faculty Leaders are as follows: 
Miss Andrews Creative  Miss Henderson English    
Miss Burton  Humanities   Mr Davidson  Maths    
Mrs Collard Religious Education Mrs Brown  Science   
Mr Thornton Sport and PE   Miss Neale  Modern Foreign Languages 
 
Attendance 
Thank you for your support in enabling the school to meet its attendance target of 95% for the past 
academic year.  
 
As we commence this academic year, I would like to reiterate the importance of regular attendance at 
school.  We do understand that sometimes absence is unavoidable, but when we analyse GCSE and 
A- level outcomes from the summer, there is a clear correlation between regular attendance at school 
and positive academic outcomes.  As a school we are not able to authorise term time holidays and, in 
line with national guidance, we believe that these should be avoided.  Further details regarding school 
absence are available on our website.  
 
Year 12 Welcome Evening – Tuesday 13 September at 7.00 pm 
Year 12 welcome evening will take place on Tuesday 13 September. The Sixth Form Team are keen 
to work in partnership with parents to ensure students are given appropriate guidance, support and 
advice. 
 
Lockers 
A large number of students have not emptied their lockers and removed padlocks from last year: 
please ensure that all lockers are emptied and locks removed before this Friday: lockers will be 
reallocated next week and any items that are not claimed will be sent to charity.   
 
Medication 
Please ensure you return spare epipens and inhalers for storage in school. 
 
Consideration to the local community 
Year 11 will have the privilege of being allowed out at lunch-times.  They are asked to avoid Moorland 
Crescent and High Royds Woods.  It would be appreciated if Sixth Form students could also avoid 
these areas during the school day. 
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ParentPay 
Activation details for ParentPay were issued to Year 7 students today.  If you have any problems with 
ParentPay, please contact Mrs Ash at school in the first instance j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome 
We look forward to our Year 7 Day of Welcome on Friday 16 September, where Year 7 students 
participate in a full day of activities designed to welcome them to St. Mary’s, and to engage in the 
spiritual pathway that they will be encouraged to follow.  A separate letter has been issued to Year 7 
students. 
 
Lightwater Valley Reward Day: Friday 16 September  
All outstanding payments for the Lightwater Valley Reward Day are required as a matter of urgency 
via the ParentPay system in order for us to confirm numbers with the park.  Should your son/daughter 
not wish to take part, please email Mrs Ash j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
The Diocesan pilgrimage to Walsingham is on Saturday 17 September 2016. A coach will be leaving 
St. Mary’s, Menston at 6.00 am picking up at St. Mary’s Church, Horsforth and Cardinal Heenan High 
School and will return at approximately 10.00 pm. In this Year of Mercy we are encouraged by Bishop 
Marcus to experience pilgrimage. This opportunity is open to all students across the year groups and 
their families. The cost for the day will be £20 per adult and £15 for students.  
 
For anyone who is interested please see Mrs Findlay for a letter or contact the School’s Reception on 
01943 883000. For a breakdown of the day please follow this link: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/walsingham-pilgrimage/ 
 
PE Extra-Curricular Activities 
The extra-curricular timetable, which runs up until Easter, is given at the end of this letter, and is also 
available on the School Website.  All activities start next week at 3.10 pm. 
 
St. Mary’s Lettings – Twist and Breathe Yoga 
A new Yoga class is coming to St. Mary’s.  Twist and Breathe Yoga combines yoga postures with 
mindful breathing to create a moving meditation which benefits the body and calms the mind.   
The classes will commence on Tuesday 13 September from 6.15 – 7.15 in the small Hall.  To reserve 
a place please contact Patti Tuxworth at twistbreatheyoga@outlook.com 
 
Vacancy 
We are currently recruiting for casual Exam Invigilators to start as soon as possible.  Further details 
about the post and an application form are available from the school website in the vacancies section.   

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 

mailto:j.ash@stmarysmenston.org
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/walsingham-pilgrimage/
mailto:twistbreatheyoga@outlook.com
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 Sports Hall Fields Top Yard ATP Other 

Monday Netball Squad 
Years 7 & 8  

Miss Mallinson 

  Girls’ Football 
Years 7, 8, 9 
All Abilities 

Basketball Club 
Bradford Dragons  

All Ages Gym 

Tuesday 
 
 
 

 
 

Rugby 
Years 7, 8, 9  
Mr Thornton 

Mr Nixon 

Netball 
Year 7 & 8 

Miss Anderson 
 

Year 9 Football 
Mr Dobson 

 
Year 8 Football 

Mr Pringle 

Year 10 Dance 
Small Hall 

Mrs Pounder 
 

Wednesday 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Running Club 
Mr Inglis 
All Ages 

Hockey 
All Years  

Mrs Thornton 
Miss Wood 

Year 11 Football 
Mr Pringle 

 
Year 10 Football 

Mr Shields 
 

Sixth Form 
Football  

Mr Thornton 

Key Stage 3 
Dance 
Gym 

 

Thursday 
 
 
 
 

Netball 
Years 10, 11 & 

Sixth Form  
Mrs North 
Mrs Hayes 

  Year 7  Football 
Mr Shields 

 
 
 

 

 


