
 

 

Dear Parents         9 September 2014 
 

I am writing to introduce myself as the new Headteacher at St. Mary’s.  It is a privilege to take up this 
position, as we aim to build on the significant strengths that already exist at the school.  Central to all 
that takes place in school are our values based on the teachings of Christ.  These values inform all of 
our policies and practices and a key theme for me in my first year at St. Mary’s, is that it is imperative 
that these values are clearly evident in all interactions that take place in school. 
 

As a Catholic School, we aim to recognise the unique talents of every single student.  This enables all 
the young people in our community to make outstanding progress and achieve academic excellence.  
In order to achieve this, we will continue to develop teaching and learning strategies in this academic 
year, along with reviewing our curriculum and considering ways in which we can improve our 
reporting and monitoring procedures. 
 

I am excited by the opportunity of working with you over the coming years.  The school strives to 
provide a World Class Catholic Education and if we are to achieve this and be outstanding in all 
areas, it is important that we listen to the views of all members of the school community.  I look 
forward to taking this opportunity and meeting you over the next few months, taking your views into 
account to further inform the next stages of development for the school. 
 

2014 Results 
GCSE 
GCSE results day is always a nervous time for students, their families and also for staff.  This year 
was no exception, with press reports of national turbulence in results and how this would impact on 
student outcomes.   We are delighted to report that St Mary’s students again achieved outstanding 
results, with 80% achieving 5A*-C including English and Maths.  The school is also delighted that 
34% of entries achieved A or A*.  Students of all abilities achieved their aspirational targets in what 
has been acknowledged as a challenging year for Year 11 students.  
 

The majority of students will now progress into our Sixth Form and our best wishes go to those who 
will follow post 16 pathways elsewhere.  
 

A Level 
Our Year 13 students have achieved a very impressive set of A-level results, with 90% of the cohort 
achieving at least 3 A-levels at grades A* to E.  Their hard work earned over 80 students a place at 
their first choice university.  While a number of students will take up employment or embark on a gap 
year, well over 100 of them will soon be enrolling on degree courses ranging from aeronautical 
engineering to zoology, at universities across the UK from Edinburgh and Swansea to Brighton and 
Durham, as well as Oxford and Cambridge.   
 
Martin Green RIP 
It is with great sadness that we have to report that Martin Green, Head of PE and Sport passed away 
during the summer holidays following a year battle with cancer.  
 
Martin’s outstanding contribution to life at St. Mary’s is beyond measure. In 28 years of loyal, 
dedicated and exemplary service he inspired both students and staff to be the best that they could be. 
His passion for education, devotion to the school and genuine concern will leave a lasting legacy at 
St. Mary’s not just in terms of achievements or standards but more importantly by the example that he 
set and the value that he lived by. Martin Green truly made a difference.  Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to the family and friends of this highly respected, greatly admired and much loved member of staff; 
may he rest in peace.



 

 

A book of condolence is available in the Chapel for those wishing to pay their respects 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 
Welcome to Staff New to St. Mary’s This Term 
We welcome the following teachers and support staff to St. Mary’s.  
 
Teaching Staff 
Miss Browett  Teacher of Biology 
Mr Burns  Teacher of RE 
Mr Cloke  Teacher of Music 
Mrs Higgins  Teacher of RE 
Miss McCaughery Teacher of Maths 
Miss Parlby  Teacher of French 
Mrs Rain  Teacher of Psychology 
Miss Robotham  Teacher of Maths 
Miss Scott  Teacher of Geography 
Miss Wood  Teacher of Chemistry 
 

Support Staff 
Mrs Carter  Cover Supervisor 
Miss Collins  Pupil Receptionist 
Mrs Key-Griffith  Technician Science 
Miss Knowles  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Lamb  HLTA 
Mr Leigh  Teaching Assistant 
Ms Nelson  Admin Assistant SEN                                     
Mr Norris  Technician D&T/Art 
 

We are sure that they will receive a warm welcome from the whole school community. 
 
Year 12 Welcome Evening: Tuesday 9 September at 7.00 pm 
Year 12 students and their parents have been invited to a welcome evening this evening at 7.00pm.  
Mr Sinnett and the Sixth Form Team are keen to work in partnership with parents to ensure students 
are given appropriate guidance, support and advice.   
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome: Friday 12 September 
Year 7 students will participate in a Day of Welcome in school on Friday 12 September, a letter will be 
sent home today with details of this event. 
 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 
The annual Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place on Saturday 27 September.  It is 
hoped that a group will travel from St. Mary’s.  Any student, parents or families who may be interested 
in joining us, please contact Mrs Julia Findlay by email j.findlay@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Show My Homework 
Please see attached letter regarding Show my Homework. 
 
Pupil/Student Planners  
Planners have been issued to all pupils to assist with the planning and monitoring of schoolwork.  
Parents should use the planner to: 

 Read and sign the “Home-School Agreement”, particularly noting the point regarding use of 
photos 

 Sign weekly to indicate the monitoring of homework, and respond to any teacher comments 

 Bring any issues to the notice of form tutors 
 
For your information, Student Progress Leaders are as follows: 
Year 7:   Mrs Burrows  Year 8:   Mrs Carmichael Year 9:   Mr Wilkes 
Year 10: Mr Harvey   Year 11: Mrs North  Year 12: Miss Howdle  
Year 13: Mr Smickersgill    
 
Y13 English Visit 
Year 13 English students are going to see the Royal Shakespeare Company performance of “The 
White Devil” tomorrow, Wednesday. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Our participation in the Duke of Edinburgh Awards scheme continues with a Bronze expedition from 
Thursday to Saturday, based in Yorkshire. 
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ParentPay 
ParentPay is the new online payment system for schools which will enable parents to make all 
payments on line, including dinner money top-ups and school trip payments.  ParentPay is now fully 
up and running in school with many parents already having used the new system, finding it extremely 
simple and efficient.   
 
Those parents without internet access may still pay for items by cheque but wherever possible we 
would like parents to use ParentPay.  We hope to have a cashless system in place by December 
2014. 
 
If you have mislaid your activation details or have any problems with ParentPay, please contact Mrs 
Ash at school in the first instance j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Lockers 
All Year 7 students are allocated a locker for their first year at St. Mary’s. Form Tutors will allocate 
these lockers and each student will pay £5.00 towards the upkeep of the lockers. The £5.00 should be 
placed via ParentPay.  Students are to provide their own padlock for their locker. Years 8, 9, 10 and 
11 are not automatically allocated a locker and should request one, if required, from Pupil Reception.   
 
Medication Policy 
Please note that the Medication Policy has been amended and is available on the school’s website.  If 
you have any queries, please contact Mrs Osborne, School Business Manager. 
 
PE Extra-Curricular Activities 
The extra-curricular timetable for this half term is given at the end of this letter, and is also available 
on the School Website.  All activities start this week at 3.10 pm. 
 
Leeds YMCA Netball Satellite Club: Years 10, 11, 12, 13 
Leeds YMCA have set up a netball club to take place from 5.00pm – 6.30pm at St Mary’s, Menston 
Sports Hall, starting from 22 September.  There is a charge of £2 per session.  Please contact Miss 
Mallinson at school for further details. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
Extra-Curricular Winter Timetable : September 2014 to Easter 2015  
(Climbing Club commences after October half term) 

 Sports Hall Fields Top Yard ATP Other 

Monday 
 
 

Badminton Club 
Mr Tolan  
All Ages 

   Basketball Club 
Bradford Dragons  

All Ages   Gym 

Tuesday 
 
 
 

Year 8 & 9 
Netball 

Mrs North 
 

 

Rugby 
Years 7, 8, 9, 10 

Mr Thornton 
Mr Manfredi 

Year 7 Netball 
Miss Anderson 

Year 11 Football 
Mr Pringle 

Sixth Form 
Football 

Mr Geldart 

 

Wednesday 
 
 
 

Senior Netball 
Year 11, 12 & 13 
Miss Mallinson 

 
 

 Hockey 
All Years 
Incuding  

Year 7 if played 
before 

Year 7 Football 
Mr Dobson 
Mr Wilkes 

Year 10 Football 
Mr Miranda 

Dance 
Mrs Pounder 
Venue TBC 

Thursday 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Netball 
Mrs Pounder 

 

  Year 8 Football 
Mr Hamill 

 
Year 9 Football 

Mr Pringle 
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