
 

 
 
Dear Parents           10 September 2013 
 
General Letter No 1 
 
Today Lord, I will be the person you intended me to be. I will be the best I can possibly be. Amen 
 
Welcome 
A very warm welcome to the new academic year.  The term has started very positively and we are all looking forward 
to working with parents and students in the year ahead.  
 
2013 Results 
GCSE 
We are delighted with the results for GCSE which saw 85% of students achieve 5 A*-C including English and 
Mathematics.  The school is also delighted that over 34% of the entries achieved were at A or A*.  These are 
outstanding results and are a credit to the students reflecting both their hard work and that of the staff.  Students of all 
abilities have achieved aspirational targets in what has been acknowledged as a challenging year for Year 11 students 
at a national level. 
 
The majority of students will now progress into our Sixth Form and our best wishes go to those students who will 
follow post 16 pathways elsewhere. 
 
A Level 
Our Year 13 students have achieved a very impressive set of A-level results. With 54% of entries gaining grades A* to 
B, these results are a significant improvement on last year's.  This is against a national background of a fall in top A-
level grades. We are delighted that this strong performance has enabled over three quarters of our students to secure 
their first-choice university places.  They will be embarking on courses ranging from Mathematics, History, Medicine 
and Philosophy to Architecture, Mechatronics, Adult Nursing and Equine Science. We wish them every success. 
 
Our aim is for every student to make excellent progress and we are always looking to improve.  We are looking 
forward to working with parents to ensure each and every pupil reaches their potential. 
 
Feast Day Mass 2013  
We are grateful to The Very 
Reverend Canon Lawrie Hulme 
who led our Feast Day Mass.  We 
have been celebrating this theme 
“A door of Faith” in all of our school 
events since the Holy Father 
announced this special year.  We 
are grateful to all those who 
contributed in any way to our 
charity fund-raising and cheques 
totalling £7,598.00 were presented 
to our school charities: St. 
Gemma’s, Catholic Care, CAFOD and Martin House.  Everyone enjoyed the fun activities and the afternoon concert. 
 
Home-School Communication 
This is the first ‘general letter’ of the year.  These will be emailed to you on Tuesdays, via Keep Kids Safe, using the 
email address you have provided to school.  Can Year 7 parents please check and return the Data Collection Sheet, 
which has been issued to Year 7 students, as a priority.  This letter and other general letters to parents, will feature on 
our school website: www.stmarysmenston.com  

http://www.stmarysmenston.com/


 

 Hard Copy Information: Letters sent out in hard copy, may also be placed on the Learning Platform and on the 
Weekly Letter area of the school’s website: http://www.stmarysmenston.com/weeklyletter.html under 
supplementary letters. 

 
Welcome to Staff New to St. Mary’s This Term 
We welcome the following teachers and support staff to St. Mary’s, some new to St. Mary’s, and some teachers 
whose names will be familiar to you as they have previously taught at St. Mary’s:  
Miss Neale as Faculty Leader in Modern Foreign Languages; Mr Dobson as teacher of Music; Mr Hamill, Mr Trickett 
and Mr Atkinson to English; Mr Keefe to Maths; Mr Manfredi, Mr Burton, Miss Rea and Mr Cliffe to Science; Miss 
Wrigglesworth and Miss Howdle to Psychology; Mr Alexander to Art; and Miss Exworthy as Teacher of Drama.  In our 
Humanities Faculty we welcome Miss Rabani to History and Miss Burton and Mr White to Geography.  We welcome 
new support staff: Mrs Greenhalgh and Mr France as Teaching Assistants, Mrs Stiles as French Language Assistant, 
Mr Jeff Singleton as Technician in Art & Technology and Mr Hunter as Assistant Site Manager.  We are sure that they 
will receive a warm welcome from the whole school community. 
 
School Calendar 2013-14 
The school calendar is published on the school’s website http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/Calendars.aspx 
and contains a summary of main school events, term dates, liturgical events, holiday dates, training days, parental 
consultation evenings and exam periods. This PDF is designed so that it can be easily printed out and folded to be 
pocket-sized. Should you need us to provide you with a copy, please contact Mrs Tindall at school. 
 
Parental Communications and Access 
During September we will be giving out parent/guardian logons for our school Learning Platform. This replaces access 
to Sims Learning Gateway which some of you may have used in the past. From the new Learning Platform logons you 
will be able to see information about your child as you do with Sims Learning Gateway and you will also be able to see 
notices, photo galleries and events information that is not shared on our public facing web site. 
 
We will also be introducing two other systems to parents during the Autumn term. One of these will allow for online 
payments for trips and events and the other will enable you to book your parental consultation evenings with teachers. 
To keep things simple, we would like you just to have one set of username and password to remember for all of these 
systems. More information will follow shortly, specifically in relation to access information on Behaviour and 
Achievement points. 
 
Sharing your Skills and Expertise in School 
We are sending a letter to all parents asking for your support for our Health and Social Care courses. 
 
Pastoral Care 
Our pastoral system is based on year teams of tutors working with form groups led by a Student Progress Leader.  
For 2013-4 the appropriate staff to be contacted for any issues regarding welfare and academic progress are as 
shown below: 
Year 7:   Mrs Carmichael  Year 8:   Mr Wilkes Year 9:   Mr Harvey 
Year 10: Miss Thomas-Eardley   Year 11: Mrs North Year 12: Mrs Thornton 
Year 13: Mr Smickersgill    
The development of pupils in Years 7 to 11 is overseen by Mr Priestley, and in the Sixth Form by Mr Sinnett, Director 
of Sixth Form.  Further support is provided by our Pastoral Managers, Mrs Davis (Years 7-11) and Mrs Andrews 
(Years 12-13). 
 
Year 12 Welcome Evening: Tuesday 10 September at 7.00 pm 
Year 12 students and their parents have been invited to a welcome evening this evening at 7.00pm.  Mr Sinnett and 
the Sixth Form Team are keen to work in partnership with parents to ensure students are given appropriate guidance, 
support and advice.   
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome and Mass of Welcome 
Year 7 students will participate in a Day of Welcome in school on Friday 13 September, which will finish at normal 
school finish time, 3.00pm and school buses will provide normal transport.  A Mass of Welcome will take place at 
7.00pm on Wednesday 25 September 2013, to which all Year 7 parents/carers and families are invited.  
 
Years 8 – 11 Lightwater Valley Reward Visit 
Each pupil participating in the Lightwater Valley Reward Visit on Friday 13 September, will have received an individual 
letter this week giving further information.  Parents should note that the return time to school is by approximately 
4.30pm and arrangements must be made to collect pupils at this time. 

http://www.stmarysmenston.com/weeklyletter.html
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/Calendars.aspx


 

 
Ten Ten Theatre Company 
As part of their Catholic Religious Studies, Year 13 students were yesterday involved in a theatre production entitled 
‘What Do You Live For’ by the Ten Ten theatre company.  
 

School Uniform 
We have been very impressed at the start of the year, by the appearance and general attitude of our students.  Pupils 
are expected to come to school correctly attired in full school uniform.  In all aspects of appearance our aim is for 
personal smartness.  We hope that parents will support us in realising our high expectations.  All pupils have been 
issued with their uniform card and are fully aware of how this system operates. 
 
Leave of Absence 
St. Mary’s complies with the North West Area Inclusion Partnership arrangements for granting pupil Leave of Absence 
during term time.  The form (North West Leeds Schools Application for Absence in Term Time) is available on the 
School’s website, http://stmarysmenston.com/schoolpolicies.html  Please note that for an absence to be authorised, 
the completed form must be received at least 10 days in advance of the absence. 
 
Recent amendments to the Education Regulations 2006, which will apply from September 2013, make it clear that 
headteachers may only grant Leave of Absence in exceptional circumstances, including family holidays.  This does 
mean that from September 2013 family holidays taken during term time will be recorded as unauthorised.  
 
Pupil/Student Planners  
Planners have been issued to all pupils to assist with the planning and monitoring of schoolwork.  Parents should use 
the planner to: 

 Read and sign the “Home-School Agreement”, particularly noting the point regarding use of photos 

 Sign weekly to indicate the monitoring of homework, and respond to any teacher comments 

 Provide reasons for absence using the “Message Board” at the rear of the planner  

 Bring any issues to the notice of form tutors 
 
School Policies 
Please be aware that the school’s policies are located on the website, (including Charging and Medication policies) 
http://www.stmarysmenston.com/schoolpolicies.html  Hard copies can be requested from Mrs Tindall, PA to SLT at 
school.  
 
Lockers 
Lockers are available to provide secure storage for all pupils.  Form tutors have allocated lockers to Year 7 students 
together with their location.  The charge for these lockers is £5.00 to be paid by Year 7 pupils and those starting 
school in other year groups.  Payment should be placed in the grey box opposite the small hall in an envelope clearly 
marked ‘Locker Money’ with name and form.  A locker will be allocated for the pupil’s entire time at St. Mary’s, should 
it be required: please ensure that this one-off fee is paid.  Students in Years 8 – 11 will be allocated a locker upon 
request at Pupil Reception during lunchtimes this week.   
 
A number of items were left in student lockers at the end of the summer term.  These items will be kept in the Lost 
Property room until the end of the week when, if they remain unclaimed, they will be sent to local charities.   
 
Year 8 Monitors 
Parents of Year 8 students will have received a letter about the opportunity to be a school office monitor. 
 
Year 11 Lunchtime arrangements 
Parents of Year 11 students will have received a letter regarding appropriate procedures to give permission for 
students to leave the school premises at lunchtimes.  Please complete the required permission slip and return to Pupil 
Reception as soon as possible. 
 
St. Mary’s School Meals 

 Payments made by cheque for school meals should be made payable to ‘The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy 
Trust’ (‘BWAT’ is also acceptable) and placed in an envelope clearly marked with name and form, into the dinner 
money box located outside the main office.  Alternatively, students may pay coins into the revaluers in Pupil 
Reception via their dinner card.  

 St. Mary’s Dinner Card Daily Limit   The current daily limit is £4.50 for each student.  However if you wish to set 
an individual daily limit, please contact Catering via Mrs Appleton on s.appleton@stmarysmenston.org   

 Allergies: Please also inform catering of any allergies so that we can update our records. 

http://stmarysmenston.com/schoolpolicies.html
http://www.stmarysmenston.com/schoolpolicies.html
mailto:s.appleton@stmarysmenston.org


 

 
Year 8 Girls’ HPV consent Forms 
Forms have been sent out for return to Pupil Reception please no later than Wednesday 11 September. Forms should 
be returned whether or not the child is to have the vaccination.  Those pupils who received the MMR vaccination at 
the end of last year will have a second vaccination on 20 September.   
 
Walsingham Pilgrimage 
The annual Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place on Saturday 28 September.  It is hoped that a 
group will travel from St. Mary’s.  Information is available in school on the Learning Platform.  Any student, parents or 
families who may be interested in joining us, please contact Mrs Julia Findlay by email j.findlay@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Lourdes Re-union Mass 
Staff and students who were involved in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in the summer will lead a Reunion Mass 
on Tuesday 24 September.  A letter containing details of the event, confirming the time and venue, will be sent home 
to those involved.  
 
PE Extra-Curricular Activities 
The extra-curricular timetable for this half term is given at the end of this letter, and is also available on the School 
Website.  All activities start this week at 3.10 pm. 
 
Save our Transport 
Following the Transport Consultation meeting of the Council Executive on 17 July 2013, a decision was made to 
withdraw free transport for Leeds children on a phased basis.  Please see the school website for further information.  
This decision was upheld by the Council’s Scrutiny Board on 7 August 2013.  Despite this, we will continue to strive to 
lobby the council in order to try and maintain free transport to faith schools.  A supplementary consultation is taking 
place on other aspects of free transport for certain students and this can be accessed at 
www.leeds.gov.uk/schooltransport   Our own website will continue to be updated at 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/schooltransport/Pages/Protecting-our-Transport-Consultation.aspx 
 
Open Day 
Our Open Day is on Saturday 5 October, from 11.00am to 2.00pm, to which all parents and families are invited to see 
the work of the school.  Please note that school will close early, at 1.00pm on Friday 4 October, to allow final 
preparations to be made for Open Day.  It is expected that all students will be involved to demonstrate all areas of 
school life, and further information and a permission letter will be issued nearer the event.  School will be closed on 
Monday 2 December in lieu of Open Day. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   
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Extra Curricular Timetable  
 

September 2013 to Easter 2014 
 

 Sports Hall 
 

Fields Top Yard ATP Other 

Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Badminton Club 
Mr Tolan  
All Ages 

 
Basketball Club 
Bradford Dragons  

All Ages 
 

   Lunchtime 
Running Club 

Meet in M5 in kit 
at 1.20pm 

Mrs Thornton 

Tuesday 
 

U14 Netball 
Mrs Thornton 

U13 Rugby 
Mr Green 

 
U14 Rugby 
Mr Thornton 

U12 Netball 
Miss Anderson 

U12 Football 
Mr Wilkes 

 
U18 Football 

Mr Geldart 
 

 

Wednesday Senior Netball 
Mrs North 

 Hockey 
Mr Morris 
All Ages 

 

U13 Football 
Mr Pringle 

 

Thursday 
 

U13 Netball 
Mrs Murphy 

U12 Rugby 
Mr Green  

Mr Thornton 

 U14 Football 
Mr Twitchell 

U15 Football 
Mr Pringle 

 

 

 


