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Dear Parents 
 
13 November 2018 
 
General Letter No 10 
 
Remembrance Day 2018 
‘There but not there’ was the theme of our Remembrance Act of Worship; a tribute 
to a whole generation of soldiers and civilians who lost their lives in the Great War. 
The History Club members reminded us of how we can all pray for peace even in 
the darkest of times. The Last Post was played by Marek Bucholc and Finn 
McQuaid and Rachael Buxton played and sang ‘To make you feel my love’. 
 
A display of Ciaran Hammond’s Artwork and a collection of 100 poppies made by staff and students 
could be viewed in Pupil Reception and 2 minutes silence was observed by the whole school 
community on Friday morning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Dickenson created a Poppy Prayer wreath: here are three of 

their prayers:  

 

Help us to always keep the soldiers in our hearts and honour them 

for their brave work and that they know we are proud of them. We 

pray for peace and that no more war comes to our world. Amen 

 

Thank you for the soldiers who fought the war so that we can live 

in a peaceful world today. We remember those who died and we 

pray that they will be with you in heaven. Amen. 

 

Please help all the families whose sons died for our country. 

Amen. 

 

Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening: Thursday at 7.00 pm 

We look forward to this celebration evening, when current and former students meet to receive their 

certificates and awards, celebrating their successes and achievements during their time at St. Mary’s. 

We are delighted that Mr Bob Lavery, former Chair of the Academy Council and dedicated supporter 

of St. Mary’s is able to join us at our Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening as our Guest 

Speaker 
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Careers: Medicine Taster Day for Years 11 and 12 (must be at least 16 years of age to attend) 
Is your child interested in a career in medicine? With a combination of workshops delivered by 
medical students and the admissions team, pupils will get an insight into studying medicine at The 
University of Leeds. There will also be the opportunity to find out more about entry routes and 
alternatives to medicine.  
 
Date Saturday 8th December 2018 
Time 9.30am – 2.45pm 
Venue Worsley Building, University of Leeds. 
 
Information about the event will be uploaded onto the website: 
https://www.wanttobeadoctor.co.uk/events  on Friday 30 November 2018, when the applications open 
for the event. The closing date for applications is Monday 3rd December 2018 at 9.00am. If you would 
like any more information, please contact Miss Devenish, Careers Coordinator, 
r.devenish@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Year 8 Careers Day 
On Thursday 22 November all of Year 8 will be partaking in a 'Careers Day’. The whole year group 
will be spending the day off their usual timetable and will be thinking about their future careers and 
goals for the future.  This day will give Year 8 the opportunity to speak to a number of outside 
speakers about their world of work and what their careers entail, to learn about budgeting and 
they will also have an enterprise challenge to complete. Joining us will also be Leeds Trinity 
University.  
 
Pupils are expected to be in full uniform, they should also ensure that they are fully equipped and it is 
asked that all pupils could bring a calculator for the day (a scientific calculator is not required).  
 
We are sure it will be an excellent day! 
 
Careers at St. Mary's 
On Friday 16 November we have Helen Pilling from Plexus Law LLP coming into school to speak 
about her experiences of studying law and apprenticeships and graduate routes into a career in law. 
The event will take place in M6 at 1.30pm for pupils in Years 10-13. This is an excellent opportunity 
for pupils to speak to someone currently in the field of law and to give them insight into what a career 
in law entails. It is never too early to start thinking about future careers! 
 
Attendance for the last half term 
The following percentage attendance was achieved last half term 
Year 7      97.8% Year 8     97.0% Year 9     96.8% 
Year 10    95.5% Year 11   96.3% Overall Figure 96.7% 

 
The following number of students have achieved 100% attendance so far this year. 
Year 7    113 pupils Year 8      87 pupils Year 9      89 pupils 
Year 10    73 pupils Year 11    80 pupils  

An excellent start to the new academic year for all year groups; in particular, a great achievement for 
Year 7. Year 8 should be proud for hitting 97%, keep it going. 
 
Safeguarding 
As we move into the autumn with poorer weather conditions and dark nights, we would like to make 
sure that all students are dressed suitably for the weather conditions, and take extra care on their 
journey to and from school.   
 

https://www.wanttobeadoctor.co.uk/events
mailto:r.devenish@stmarysmenston.org
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Catering 
As explained in last week’s general letter, we have had to increase our prices for school meals.  
Please note that the price of a main meal at lunchtime has been increased by 10p.  The new catering 
menus, on a four-weekly cycle, are now available on the school website: 
www.stmarysmenston.org/catering/ 
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from 
Father Habron, Private Secretary to the Bishop of Leeds which have 
been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-
information  
News items are also available on the Diocese website: 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
 
Preparation for our Sixth Form Open Evening 
We look forward to welcoming prospective students, both from St 
Mary’s, and from other schools, to our Open Evening.   Please view 
our Sixth Form video on our website 
www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2018/11/6/video-join-st-marys-
menston-sixth-form 

 
Teacher Subject Specialism Training (TSST): for the attention of Secondary Teachers 
St Mary's is pleased to announce it has added extra subjects to its offer of free TSST courses this 
year.  Applications are currently open for courses in Mathematics, French, Spanish and Physics TSST 
courses are designed for Secondary teachers to develop their subject knowledge and pedagogy in a 
second subject area as part of their continuing professional development.  It is an ideal professional 
development opportunity for qualified teachers with an interest in these additional areas, funded by 
the DFE.  Further information and eligibility is available on the TSST section of the school website or 
by contacting Mrs Ash on j.ash@stmarysmenston.org 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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