
 

 

 
Dear Parents                      14 November 2017 
 
General Letter No 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening: Thursday 16 November at 7.00 pm 
We look forward to this celebration evening, when current and former students meet to receive their 
certificates and awards, celebrating their successes and achievements during their time at St. Mary’s. 
We are delighted that Charlotte Leeming, BBC news reporter and presenter, is able to join us at our 
Year 11 Celebration of Achievement Evening as our Guest Speaker. 
 

 
 
Our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on Tuesday 21 November at 6.30 pm.  We look forward 
to welcoming students and their families to explore what we can offer in our Sixth Form. 
 
Maths Department Update – A new revision and homework resource 

At the end of last half-term the Maths department trialled the use of an online resource, 
Hegartymaths.com, for homework with a Year 7 class. Following very positive pupil feedback, the use 
of this resource is going to be integrated into Year 7 to 10 as the new way homework is set and 
completed. Hegartymaths.com has hundreds of ‘quizzes’ on different topics, with each of these being 
supported by an explanatory video. Pupils will be assigned quizzes as their homework and will be 
expected to re-take each quiz until they get 70% or more. This resource is available to all pupils and 
may be particularly useful for Year 11 in their revision for Exams in the summer. Please encourage 
your child to go to the website and start becoming familiar with it. 



 

 

 
Bambisanani Charity Evening: Storytelling 
Year 13 student Tadhg Collins has organised a fund-raising event for Bambisanani: all are welcome.  
Storytelling Evening on Friday 17 November, please follow this link for further details. 
https://asktim.org/2017/09/bambisanani-story-telling-evening/ 
 
Year 8 Careers 'Drop Down' Day 
On Thursday 23 November Year 8 students will participate in a careers drop down day. We will be 
welcoming members of the local community to speak to pupils about their career experiences and 
pupils will have the opportunity to explore future careers options and how to budget. We hope it will 
be an exciting day that will begin to prepare pupils for their upcoming GCSE option choices.  
 

Home-school Communication  
We firmly believe that the communication between student, parent and staff is very strong at St. 
Mary’s.  General communication works well through notes to form tutors and subject teachers via the 
planner and, where it is evident that Faculty Leader and Student Progress Leader communication is 
appropriate, an email communication to school, via the admin email address or the contact option on 
the school’s website, is the most efficient way of contacting these members of staff.  Please be 
mindful that all staff have a teaching timetable and it is not always possible to contact the member of 
staff immediately, except in an emergency. 
 

Student Progress Leaders make return telephone calls and written communication and arrange 
meetings to fit in with their teaching timetable: we are unable to meet with parents on an ad hoc basis, 
unless in an absolute emergency.  We look forward to continuing with this effective means of home-
school communication.    
 

Taking responsibility for our own environment 
We are not usually negative in our comments about our students, but we would like your support in 
making students aware of the negativity that an untidy environment creates.  We ask for your support 
in encouraging our students to look closely at their own environment and to understand how, by 
simply placing litter in the bins provided, this can be vastly improved.  The School Council have 
worked hard to ensure there are many bins and re-cycling bins located throughout the school and we 
know we are responsible for our own environment – as the vast majority of our students do care 
for their own environment and use the waste disposal facilities responsibly. 
 

Advent commences Monday 20 November 
Forms and Form Tutors will be ready to go with their wonderful fundraising ideas and activities to 
raise funds for our four main charities, CAFOD, Catholic Care, St. Gemma’s and Martin House. As 
always, we are grateful for your support.  At this time of year we encourage students to bring a small 
amount of cash into school to support the charity activities. We will update you on the various 
activities taking place throughout Advent. 
 

Christmas Dinner  
All staff and students are offered the opportunity to have a Christmas Dinner.  Traditional full 
Christmas lunch of turkey with all the trimmings, a pudding, a drink and, of course, a Christmas 
cracker will be served at a cost of £3.00 for students.  
 

This year tickets will be sold in advance: students can either pay cash or pay by using their dinner 
card at any break time from Monday 20 November to Thursday 23 November and Tuesday 28 
November to Thursday 30 November inclusive.  Students will be issued with a Christmas dinner ticket 
to hand in on their Christmas Dinner day. Please ensure that an extra amount is placed on your 
child’s dinner card in order for them to buy their ticket in advance. 
 

Christmas Dinners are offered to each year group as follows 
Tuesday: 12 December  Year 10 and French Exchange partners and Year 11 
Wednesday 13 December Year 7 and Sixth Form 
Thursday 14 December  Year 8 and Year 9 
 

We do need to ensure we are able to provide sufficient Christmas dinners to meet demand, which is 
why we are selling tickets in advance: please ensure your child has purchased a ticket by 30 
November, if they would like a Christmas dinner. 
 

https://asktim.org/2017/09/bambisanani-story-telling-evening/


 

 

Attendance for the last half term 
The following percentage attendance was achieved last half term: 

Year 7              97.7 Year 8              97.0 Year 9              96.4 

Year 10            95.4 Year 11            95.8  

The following numbers of students have achieved 100% attendance so far this year and this is 
highlighted in our celebration assemblies. 

Year 7            130 pupils Year 8            105 pupils Year 9              81 pupils 

Year 10            59 pupils Year 11            77 pupils  
 

Year 7 Pantomime 
A letter has been sent home to parents this week regarding a trip to the Carriageworks Theatre, 
Leeds for Year 7 students to see a production of the Christmas Pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 
This will take place on Tuesday 5 December and promises to be a great performance.   
 

Year 8 Residential 
For those parents who only sent the deposit payment for the Year 8 Residential, the second payment 
of £100 is now due.  We would be most grateful if payment could be made as soon as possible by 
either cheque, payable to St. Mary's School, or by bank transfer. 
 

STEP Forward Parenting Course 
STEP Forward is a parenting course being held at Yeadon Sailing & Activities Centre throughout 
November and December. Please follow this link for further details, or speak to Mrs Findlay in school: 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Step-Forward-poster-Nov17-hf25.pdf 
 

Les Miserables School Edition 
The recent production of Les Miserables School Edition, was a highly acclaimed sell-out show.  Our 
students Gabriel Jones, Klara McMenamin, Magnus Cameron and Theo Labbett were commended 
for their talent, commitment and attitude.  Please find a review of the production on this link: 
http://www.ilkleygazette.co.uk/news/15638584.Review__Les_Miserables__Ilkley_Amateur_Operatic_
Society__King__39_s_Hall__Ilkley__Wednesday__November_1__2017/?ref=mr&lp=14 
 
 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information  
News items are available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-
news/ 
 

 
 
 
 
Invitation to our Christmas Carol Service 
Our Carol Service takes place at 7.00 pm on 11 December at 
Leeds Trinity University.  We invite all students and their 
families to attend on this special occasion. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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