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Dear Parents                      15 November 2016 
 
General Letter No 10 

 
The Sixth Form prospectus for September 2017 entry is now available on the school website: 
www.stmarysmenston.org : click on READ OUR SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS on the homepage. 
 
Our KS4 – KS5 transition programme for Year 11 is already well underway.  Students have already 
had sixth form taster lessons and careers days, and last week had a sixth form assembly.  More 
events are planned throughout the year. 
 
We very much look forward to welcoming you to our Open Evening on Thursday.  This is a key event 
in the transition process where are students will receive further information about continuing their 
education pathway with us. 
 
Arrival at School: safely and on time 
A lot of work has taken place to change bus timetables so that buses are arriving at school by 8.30 
am in time to be at registration which starts from 8.35 am.  We ask that all pupils should arrive at 
school by 8.30 am to ensure a prompt start to assemblies and registration.   

 Dark winter days: Students are advised to wear coats and appropriate footwear on these winter 
mornings: and we ask parents to emphasise that particular care should be taken when crossing 
roads into school as visibility is greatly reduced on these dark mornings and evenings.   

 Snow Days/Bad Weather Days: School uses the St. Mary’s Website to keep parents informed on 
school opening/closure.  Please check information which is placed on the website by 7.00 am on 
any mornings when school opening is in doubt.  

 
Year 11 Examination Arrangements and Guidelines 
Year 11 students have now received exam booklets and their trial exam timetables.  An assembly 
was held on Monday morning in which they were given details about their exams.  A copy of the 
briefing notes from the assembly can be accessed here: 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Exam-Briefing-Notes-to-Y11-14-November-2016.pdf 
 
Please make sure your child reads and understands all the details in their exam booklets regarding 
plagiarism and malpractice within coursework and controlled assessments.  Any queries regarding 
exams must be made to Mrs Jennings, the Exams Officer on 01943 883002. 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Exam-Briefing-Notes-to-Y11-14-November-2016.pdf
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Year 9 Gianna Project 
This year, Year 9 students are supporting the Gianna Project, Catholic Care, who support babies and 
new mothers in need in the Leeds Diocese. We have asked students to help by donating clothes and 
goods for babies, in the run up to Christmas.  If you have anything at home, either new or used, that 
might be suitable, please send it in to school, where we can forward to Catholic Care.  We hope to run 
our collection until Friday 9 December.   
 
Trust Director Vacancies 
There are currently two vacancies for Trust Directors for the Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust: 
please see information https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Foundation-Director-vacancy-for-
The-Bishop-Wheeler-Catholic-Academy-Trust.pdf  Further information about these positions can be 
provided: please contact Anne Tindall at school, who is the Clerk to The Bishop Wheeler Trust 
a.tindall@stmarysmenston.org 
 

Aid to the Church in Need: RED Wednesday 23 November 2016 : To mark the parliamentary 

launch of Aid to the Church in Need’s ‘Religious Freedom in the World Report’ 
 
On this day schools are asked by the Bishop to stand up against religious persecution and make a 
stand for peace and tolerance.  
 

 by wearing an item of red clothing on the day. On Wednesday 23rd November, students are 
invited to wear with their uniform an item of red: a red tie, or red shirt, red jumper, red ribbon, red 
tights or red hair accessory.  

 On Thursday Year 10 Mass will be dedicated to persecuted Christians, especially in Iraq and 
Syria where they are targeted for their faith and where Christianity is in danger of being wiped out.  
Representatives from all year groups will also attend. The readings will be from the Feast of St. 
Clement Pope and Martyr – Fr. Lawrie will wear red vestments.  

The diocese have directed us to this website for further information: www.acnuk.org/redwednesday 
 
Bishop’s Plans for Confirmation 
Our parishes are supporting the Bishop’s directive by opening their confirmation preparation sessions 
to more than one age group.  To support the Bishop’s vision, the schools of the Bishop Wheeler Trust 
are currently working together to plan how we can support this transition and further develop the 
spiritual life journey of the children and young people in our schools throughout their education. 
 

 Our Lady of Kirkstall Parish (Churches of Holy Name, Cookridge, St Mary’s, Horsforth or The 
Assumption, Kirkstall) are inviting Year 8 or Year 9 (or over) to take part in this year’s 
Programme, beginning on Sunday 4 December at 4pm in St Mary’s Primary School hall with a 
meeting for candidates and parents. This will be followed by the first session on the same 
afternoon (for candidates only) from 4.30 to 5.30pm.   Subsequent sessions will be held in the 
New Year across all three Churches/Church Halls. If you wish to enrol for the Confirmation 
Programme, please complete an Application Form and hand it to the priest at the end of Mass or 
at one of the parish offices. The forms are available at the back of each church or can be 
downloaded from http://www.ourladyofkirkstall.org.uk/ 

 
Information from the Diocese: Please see the Diocese website for details. 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
A Cup of Tea Day with the Sisters of Mercy 
On Friday 3 Year 7 pupils, Oliver Barnes, Iggy Burrows and Rory Southern visited the Institute of Our 
Lady of Mercy, Cemetery Road Yeadon. 
 
As well as having tea, lemonade and scones, the boys learned about the work of Catherine McAuley 
who was the founder of the Sisters of Mercy.  Sister Barbara spoke about the Year of Mercy coming 
to a close and reflected upon the 8 corporal works of Mercy which form the basis of their work, 
including the most recent addition from Pope Francis, “to care for our common home.”   

“God knows that I would rather be cold and hungry …  than the poor should be deprived of 
any consolation in our power to afford them.”  

Letter from Catherine McAuley to Teresa White      1 November 1838 

https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Foundation-Director-vacancy-for-The-Bishop-Wheeler-Catholic-Academy-Trust.pdf
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Foundation-Director-vacancy-for-The-Bishop-Wheeler-Catholic-Academy-Trust.pdf
mailto:a.tindall@stmarysmenston.org
http://www.acnuk.org/redwednesday
http://www.ourladyofkirkstall.org.uk/
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/


 
 

 

Year 13 Presentation Evening Announcement: 15 December 2016 
We are delighted that Olympic gold medalist Paul Bennett is able to join us at our Year 13 
Presentation Evening as our Guest Speaker.  Paul Bennett https://www.britishrowing.org/athlete/paul-
bennett/ (from Leeds) enjoyed a memorable Olympic debut as he added Rio 2016 gold to the back-to-
back World Championship titles he had won with the men’s eight. 
 
We are greatly looking forward to welcoming our former students back into school to receive their A 
Level certificates, prizes and awards, and to meet with them to catch up on their progress since 
leaving us in the summer. 
 
Student News 
Trials for the Leeds District U12 Netball Squad took place at the weekend and we are delighted that 
five of our Year 7 students were selected: many congratulations to Rachel McCormack, Eva Curran, 
Millie Helliwell, Isobel Farmer and Eve Midgley. 
 
St. Mary’s Catering 
Please ensure that your son/daughter has obtained a new dinner card, if their original card is no 
longer in a condition to “swipe” through the pay system: this will improve efficiency and enable all 
students to enjoy lunch.   
 
Christmas Card Competition 
The lower school are taking part in an Art competition to design this year’s school Christmas card.  
The theme for our Christmas Carol Service and for our Christmas Card competition is “Peace on 
Earth to Men of Good Will” and the winning cards will be produced as Christmas Cards for sale at the 
beginning of December. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.britishrowing.org/athlete/paul-bennett/
https://www.britishrowing.org/athlete/paul-bennett/

