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Dear Parents                         3 December 2015 
 

General Letter No 11 

 
All students and families are invited to join us for our Christmas Carol Service at Leeds Trinity Chapel on 
Monday, 14 December at 7.00pm, where a significant number of students are participating in the evening.  
Refreshments will be available after the concert. 
 

Advent Appeal: The First Week of Advent 

Let all that you do be done in love. 1 Corinthians 16:14 
As we begin Advent, we light one candle in the midst of all the darkness in our lives and in the world.  It 
symbolizes our longing, our desire, our hope.  Three “advents” or “comings” shape our desire.  We want to 
be renewed in a sense that Jesus came to save us from our sin and death.  We want to experience his 
coming to us now, in our everyday lives, to help us live our lives with meaning and purpose. And we want to 
prepare for his coming to meet us at the end of our lives on this earth. 

 
There are many exciting events taking place during Advent to fund-raise for our four school charities: 
St Gemma’s, CAFOD, Martin House and Catholic Care.  
 

 Smartie tube competitions, bake-off, hamper raffles, spot 
prizes during form time. 

 The Advent Sixth Form Fancy Dress Day takes place on 
Wednesday 16 December. 

 There will be a Disco for Year 7 students on Wednesday 16 
December; further information to follow in a letter to parents. 

 Break Kit-Kat Sales 

 Hardwood Tealight Holder sale 

 Candy Canes sales 

 Gingerbread sales 
 

Our students will need cash in order to support our charitable work, and for this we thank you for your 
support. 
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Luxury Hamper Raffle 
This year support staff from School and the Trust office have all contributed to buy a 
luxury hamper, with goods worth over £100.  It has something for everyone, from 
jelly beans and sweet salted popcorn to a Harvey Nichols meat terrine and wine 
donated by Booths supermarket.  Please support us if you can.  All the money 
raised will go to our charities.  Tickets are £1 a strip and available at Visitor 
Reception, the library, or by sending money in an envelope labelled Hamper Raffle, 
with your child’s name and form, and putting it in the finance post box by the small 
hall.  Tickets will be returned to you via your child. 
 

Hampers for Leeds-St. Vincent de Paul 
We are collecting gifts to create hampers to be delivered to Leeds-St. Vincent de Paul for them to 
distribute to those in need. Pupils are asked to ‘make up’ these hampers by donating non-perishable 
items of food (basic and luxury items).  Please send in any gifts by Friday 11 December. We are 
grateful to all those students, and parents, who have already provided a gift for the hampers.  
 
Christmas Cards: Now on Sale 

Two hundred students entered our Art department's 
competition to design the St. Mary's Menston Christmas 
Card. During Art and Design lessons students have 
been looking at Christmas cards and Catholic imagery. 
From the eight finalists, two cards, by James Burt 
7Gwyn and Carys Tate 7Fisher, have been published; 
they are AVAILABLE ON SALE (at a cost of 60p per 
card or £2.99 for a pack of six cards – three of each 
design: any further donations will go to our 4 charities).  
Please send in any requests for cards with a cheque 
made payable to St. Mary’s Menston, ensuring you 
include the student’s name and form, and send in via 
either Pupil or Visitor Reception.  Cards will also be on 
sale at our Carol Concert.  

                       
Please follow the link below to keep up to date with all our Advent news. 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2015/11/24/advent-2015 
 
Martin House Children’s Hospice 
We welcomed Sarah Tarpey, representative for Martin House Children’s Hospice to our assemblies 
last week. She and Mrs Johnston gave heart-felt first-hand testimony of the benefits of our fund-
raising which supports young people with life limiting illnesses and their families. 
 
Poppy Appeal 2015 
The total amount collected for this year’s Poppy Appeal was £1129.98, thank you for your support. 
 
Sixth Form Open evening: admissions deadline 
Following our very well attended Sixth Form Open Evening, please note that the deadline for 
applications is Monday 14 December: this will then enable us to start detailed planning of the 
curriculum for September.  
 
We are particularly grateful to the current Year 12 students who came along to help teaching staff 
inform prospective students and their parents about the courses we offer.  They were able to give an 
extremely positive impression of life in the Sixth Form.   
 
Bikeability 
24 students from Years 7 and 8 have recently successfully completed their Level 3 Bikeability training,   
learning techniques for riding safely on the road.  The course, run by Cycle Leeds and governed by 
National Standards, was facilitated by qualified and accredited cycling instructors.  We hope to run 
this extremely worthwhile course again in the spring.  Well done to all those who took part. 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/VisionAndValues/spiritual/Pages/Our-Charities.aspx
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2015/11/24/advent-2015


 

 
protected – destroy by shredding 

O:\COMMUNICATION\General Letter\2015-16\11 01.12.15.doc 

Student News 

 Congratulations to Year 10 student Erin White who has been selected for the U15 Leeds City 
Netball Squad following trials at the weekend.  Well done Erin!   

 Congratulations also to Holly Davey, 8M who recently took part in the girls’ Junior Abbey Dash in 
the centre of Leeds.  Running in atrocious weather conditions, Holly finished third – a great 
achievement. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 


