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Dear Parents                      22 November 2016 
 
General Letter No 11 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening 
We were delighted with attendance at our Open Evening: following a general information session 
highlighting the pathways we offer, students and families visited individual subject areas for further 
support, guidance and discussions about future career aspirations.  Staff and current 6th form students 
were able to give detailed information about individual subjects, exam requirements, and answer 
specific questions at a personal level.  Feedback from the evening has been very positive. 
 
Our Sixth Form Prospectus and application form are available on the school website: 
www.stmarysmenston.org  and more events are planned throughout the year to support students in 
choosing the best pathways.  Please return your 6th form application by Monday 12 December. 
 
House Competition 
 

 
 
This half-term we have launched our house competition, encouraging students to be the best they can 
be, completing various projects across all subject areas in order to win house points. In light of this, 
we will soon be issuing every student in the school with badges (as per the Year 7 Mass of Welcome), 
which they will be encouraged to pin to their blazers and wear with pride around school, representing 
their house. The house system will serve to strengthen community and relationship throughout the 
school by bringing staff and students together, throughout all year groups. 
 
In Matthew 7:24-27, we read that it is 'a wise man who builds his house on solid rock'. Our house 
system, as with our Forms have taken the Yorkshire Martyrs as their foundation; solid rock on which 
to build Faith.  
 

Aid to the Church in Need: RED Wednesday 23 November 2016 : To mark the parliamentary 

launch of Aid to the Church in Need’s ‘Religious Freedom in the World Report’ 
On this day schools are asked by the Bishop to stand up against religious persecution and make a 
stand for peace and tolerance.  
 

 by wearing an item of red clothing on the day. On Wednesday 23rd November, students are 
invited to wear with their uniform an item of red: a red tie, or red shirt, red jumper, red ribbon, red 
tights or red hair accessory.  

 On Thursday Year 10 Mass will be dedicated to persecuted Christians, especially in Iraq and 
Syria where they are targeted for their faith and where Christianity is in danger of being wiped out.  
Representatives from all year groups will also attend. The readings will be from the Feast of St. 
Clement Pope and Martyr – Fr. Lawrie will wear red vestments.  

The diocese have directed us to this website for further information: www.acnuk.org/redwednesday 
 
 
. 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/
http://www.acnuk.org/redwednesday
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The Year of Mercy 
 

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, 
Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 

Christ be within me, Christ be below me, 
Christ be above me, never to part. 

 
The Year of mercy came to a close on the Feast of Christ the King.  In our Services of Reconciliation 
we have reflected upon the Jubilee Year of Mercy, what we have learnt and what we will take away 
from it and hopefully live out in our lives.  IT is to make Christ the King of our hearts and to mirror His 
unfailing love and compassion by showing love to others and being more forgiving of them. 
 
Information from the Diocese: Please see the Diocese website for details. 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Advent: 
As we enter into “Advent, Season of Love”, we draw from Pope Francis’ recent Apostolic Exhortation 
and we will as always concentrate our fundraising efforts on our four main charities: Cafod, Catholic 
Care, St Gemma’s and Martin House.  We will also support the work of St. Vincent de Paul in all they 
do to change the lives of families living in poverty across Leeds.  

 
 
Very many events will take place to fund-raise and to share Good Will.  Forms are being asked to 
provide goods and make up Christmas hampers as we always do at Christmas time; the hampers will 
be passed on for distribution through St Vincent de Paul.  Our Smartie tube competition is underway, 
with forms collecting 20p pieces to fill their smartie tube. 
 
Senior citizens in our community will be invited into school to join us for Christmas lunch in the dining 
hall with students from Years 7 and 8.  We look forward to sharing our festive Christmas lunch in this 
way.  Christmas Dinners will be offered to each year group in the last week of term: more details to 
follow. 
 
Christmas Card Competition: The lower school are taking part in an Art competition to design this 
year’s school Christmas card: winning cards will be produced as Christmas Cards for sale at the 
beginning of December. 
 
Poppy Appeal 
Nearly £200 was donated in school in support of the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
 
 

http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/


 
 

Maths Challenge 
Well done to all the sixth form students who took part in this year's senior maths challenge. 
Congratulations to Sam Brownjohn who achieved a bronze award and Will Priestley who achieved a 
silver award and the best mark in the school. 
 
Y13 Parent Consultation 
The Parent Consultation takes place on Wednesday.  This is a vital element of preparation towards 
final exams, when parents and students can discuss the current position in their chosen subject and 
progress towards their targets.  Appointments have been given out: any issues please contact Mrs 
Robertson: e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org 
 
Trial Exams 
Examination timetables have been issued to students for Trial Examinations in years 11 and 13.  
Please use this link to access the general timetable.  https://www.stmarysmenston.org/examinations 
 
Student News 

 Leeds National Swimming Squad: Year 7 student Izzy Goodwin swims in the national squad at 
Leeds and after a fantastic end of season at the National Championships in Swansea, winning 
one Gold and 2 Bronze medals, she was selected by the England Swimming Talent Programme 
as meeting the criteria for development towards podium potential for the 2024 Olympic Games. 
 Part of the criteria was for her to be ranked in the top eight swimmers in her age group in Great 
Britain.  As such, she attends specialist development and training days with the Olympic coaching 
team, in addition to the twenty hours of training she does each week at Leeds.    

 Leeds District U15 Netball Squad: trials took place at the weekend and we are delighted that 
three of our Year 10 students were selected: many congratulations to Katie Gleeson, Lucy 
Moorby and Isabel Wilks.  

 
School Closed on Monday 28 November 
A reminder that school is closed on Monday 28 November, which is in lieu of the October Open Day.   
School will be open to students as normal on Tuesday 29 November. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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