
 
Dear Parents                                                                                                             25 November 2014 
 
General Letter No 11 
 
Ofsted Inspection 
St Mary’s, Menston will be inspected by Ofsted today and Wednesday.  Information has been 
forwarded via Keep Kids Safe, or sent home for those who usually receive a paper copy of the 
general letter.  The information is also available on the home page of the school’s website.  
 
Advent Appeal 
Monday 24 November marks the beginning of our 4 week Advent Appeal.  As ever staff, year groups 
and form groups will raise money in the most imaginative, varied and fun ways to support the work of 
our 4 chosen charities: CAFOD, St. Gemma’s, Martin House and Catholic Care.  Please encourage 
all students to get involved and have small amounts of money to support the many activities and fund-
raising ventures. 
 
“The bread you store up belongs to the hungry 
The cloak that lies in your chest belongs to the naked’;  
the gold you have hidden in the ground belongs to the poor.” 
St Basil the Great: Services of Reconciliation. 
 
 
The Leeds Diocesan Peru Commission 
As we begin our Appeal in school we also support the Leeds 
Diocesan Peru Commission Advent appeal.  Please see the 
Diocese website for further information. 
 
 
Trial Examinations 
A letter has been distributed this week about the Trial Examinations for Years 11, 12 and 13.  We 
wish all students well in these examinations: they will help inform predicted grades and tiers of entry 
for summer examinations. 
 
Parental Consultation Evening Tuesday: 4.00pm to 6.30pm 
Year 7 Parent Consultation meetings take place this evening for More, Postgate and Wharton. 
 
DfE Advice on Cyberbullying 
Please find a link below from the Department for Education for parents and carers with information to 
help protect their child from cyber bullies. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying 
 
MetroCards 
From December 2014, Post Offices will no longer sell MetroCard products. Pupils who currently buy 
weekly or monthly School Plus or 16-25 tickets can now buy them at over 700 Payzone outlets. Open 
around 90 hours every week, Payzone shops are the place to add SchoolPlus weekly and monthly as 
well as discounted 16-25 weekly, monthly and term-time travel products to Young Person’s 
PhotoCards, Scholar’s PhotoCards and 16-25 PhotoCards. Find your local Payzoine outlet by visiting 
http://www.payzone.co.uk/store-locator 
 
Confirmation Preparation 
Students who are in Year 9 (or over) in the Parish of Our Lady of Kirkstall (comprising the Churches 
of St. Mary’s, Horsforth; Holy Name, Cookridge and The Assumption, Spen Lane) are invited to take 
part in this year’s Programme of Confirmation Preparation. The course will begin on Sunday                
7 December at 4pm in St. Mary’s (Horsforth) School Hall with a meeting for candidates and parents. 
This will be followed by the first session on the same afternoon (for candidates only) from 4.30 to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
http://www.payzone.co.uk/store-locator


 

5.30pm. Subsequent sessions will be held in the New Year across all three Churches. If you wish to 
enrol for the Confirmation Programme, please complete an Application Form and hand it to the priest 
at the end of Mass or at one of the parish offices. The forms are available at the back of each church. 
 
Year 7 Pantomime 
A reminder to parents that all payments for the Year 7 Pantomime should be paid via the ParentPay 
system by Friday 28 November. 
 
Sports News 
Ryanna Wowk, 9C has recently been awarded a Taekwondo black belt.  Ryanna has competed 
successfully in both local and national competitions during her journey to black belt and she joins a 
long line of St. Mary's pupils who are successful in the world of martial arts. She should be very proud 
of her efforts and commitment to the sport. Well done. 
 
ParentPay 
A reminder that to enable instalments to be made on the cost of visits such as the French and 
German Exchanges and the Year 8 Residential, the ParentPay system has been set up to enable 
parents to make payments at any time towards the final cost of the trip.  The system will show a 
reducing balance.        
 
Advance Notice: Invitation to our Christmas Carol Service 
All students and families are invited to join us for our Christmas Carol Service at Leeds Trinity Chapel 
on Monday 15 December at 7.00pm.  We very much look forward to this Service of celebration.  
Letters have been sent home to parents of those students taking part. 
 
Christmas Cards: Competition and Sales 
Pupils have been looking at Christmas cards and Catholic imagery during Art and Design lessons and 
have been encouraged to enter their designs into a Christmas Card competition.  The two winning 
cards, by Emily Boswell 10M (Joy) and Max Chandler 7G (We three kings), will shortly go ON SALE 
at school (at a cost of 60p per card or £2.99 for a pack of six cards – three of each design: any further 
donations will go to our 4 charities).  Please send in any requests for cards with a cheque made 
payable to St. Mary’s Menston, ensuring you include the student’s name and form, and send in via 
either Pupil or Visitor Reception.  Cards will also be on sale at our Carol Concert  
Winning Designs: 

 
School Closed 
A reminder that school is closed on Monday 1 December, which is in lieu of the October Open Day.   
School will be open to students as normal on Tuesday 2 December. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/VisionAndValues/spiritual/Pages/Our-Charities.aspx

