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Dear Parents                                                                                                             2 December 2014 
 

General Letter No 12 
Ofsted Inspection 
I would like to thank all members of the school community for their support during the recent 
inspection.  I look forward to sharing the outcome with you when the final report is published. 

 
All students and families are invited to join us for our Christmas Carol Service at Leeds Trinity Chapel 
on Monday, 15, at 7.00pm, where a significant number of students are participating in the evening.   
Refreshments will be available after the concert. 
 

Advent Appeal: The First Week of Advent 
The Good News is proclaimed through two commands: Put on the new self (Ephesians 4:24) and be 
reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20) 
 

The winner of the Smartie Tube fastest return is 9 Wharton with their tubes contained £12.00 in 20 

pence pieces.  Very well done.  7 Dickinson were a close second and 9 Fisher were third. This is just 

one of the many ways that we can fund-raise for our 4 chosen charities CAFOD, St. Gemma’s, Martin 
House and Catholic Care.  Chocolate and Sweet Hamper Raffles, Lunchtime cinema viewings, Tuck 
Shop and Bun Sales are all planned.   
 

Assemblies this week were planned and presented by our Head Boys and Head Girls and focused on 
these charities.   
 

The Sixth Form Fancy Dress will take place on Wednesday 17 December where we are grateful to 
Sixth Formers for the enormous effort they make in their costumes and their generous donations. 
This event will be followed by the Rich Man, Poor Man lunch on Thursday 18 December, where staff 
and Sixth Form purchase tickets for their lunch: 12 tickets entitle the lucky winners to a three course 
Rich Man’s meal, whilst the rest enjoy soup and a bread roll. 
 

Christmas Hampers for our Senior Citizens  
We are collecting gifts to present senior members of our community with a festive hamper at their 
Christmas Party on Tuesday 16 December.  Pupils are asked to ‘make up’ these hampers by 
donating non-perishable items of food (basic and luxury items).  Please send in any gifts by Friday 12 
December.  Gift donations for a raffle on the day will also be much appreciated and can be handed in 
to either Pupil or Visitor Reception or to Form Tutors.  We are grateful to all those students, and 
parents, who have already provided a gift for the hampers.



 

Year 8 Residential 
Information packs regarding the Year 8 Residential will shortly be issued to those students taking  
part.  However, a number of parents have not yet replied as to whether their son/daughter wishes to 
participate.  A reminder letter was sent home to these parents at the end of last week and we would 
be most grateful if the reply slip attached could be returned to school as a matter of urgency.  A 
deposit via the ParentPay system is also urgently required should your son/daughter wish to take 
part.   
 
Parents are also reminded that the deadline for all payments for the Residential is Friday, 9 January 
2015.  The ParentPay system has been set up to enable payments at any time towards the final cost 
of the trip.  The system will show a reducing balance.        
 
Sixth Form Open evening: admissions deadline 
Following our very well attended Sixth Form Open Evening, please note that the deadline for 
applications is 5 January: this will then enable us to start detailed planning of the curriculum for 
September.  
 
We are particularly grateful for the large number of current Sixth Form students who came along to 
help teaching staff inform both prospective students and their parents about the courses we offer.  
They were able to give an extremely positive impression of life in the Sixth Form.   
 
Christmas Cards: Now on Sale 
Pupils have been looking at Christmas cards and Catholic 
imagery during Art and Design lessons and have been 
encouraged to enter their designs into a Christmas Card 
competition.  The two winning cards, by Emily Boswell 10M 
(Joy) and Max Chandler 7G (We three kings), ARE AVAILABLE 
ON SALE (at a cost of 60p per card or £2.99 for a pack of six 
cards – three of each design: any further donations will go to our 
4 charities).  Please send in any requests for cards with a 
cheque made payable to St. Mary’s Menston, ensuring you 
include the student’s name and form, and send in via either Pupil 
or Visitor Reception.  Cards will also be on sale at our Carol 
Concert  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aikido Success 
Five St. Mary’s students have recently competed in the second Junior and Youth European Tomiki 
Aikido Tournament, held in St. Petersburg, Russia.  In the U18 category, Year 12 students Milly 
Bolton (Captain) won one Gold, two Silver and a Bronze medal, Jake Pullan won two Gold and one 
Silver medal and Chloe Duckett won Gold.  In the U16 category, Kitty Bolton, Year 10, won a Bronze 
medal and Patrick Lake, also Year 10, won Bronze. 
The competition was of a very high standard and the students took part in regular Yorkshire squad 
sessions for many months leading up to the competition.   
 
Leeds High School Trials 
St. Mary’s students achieved some very respectable placings over the weekend in the High School 
Cross Country Trials.  Francis Westhead and Dylan Lyons finished 1st and 9th respectively in the 
Junior Boys race and Lily Greenhalgh finished 1st in the Junior Girls.  Kit Donnelly and John Cooper 
finished 8th and 13th respectively in the Inter Boys and Elizabeth Westhead finished 10th in the Inter 
Girls. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley, Headteacher 
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