
 

 
protected – destroy by shredding 

O:\COMMUNICATION\General Letter\2015-16\12 08.12.15.doc 

Dear Parents                         8 December 2015 
 

General Letter No 12 

 
All students and families are invited to join us for our Christmas Carol Service at Leeds Trinity Chapel on 
Monday, 14 December at 7.00pm, where a significant number of students are participating in the evening.  
Refreshments will be available after the concert. 

 
Year of Mercy  
Earlier this year, Pope Francis made the unexpected announcement that there will be 
an extraordinary Jubilee Year, commencing today, 8 December, and concluding next 
year on the Solemnity of Christ the King. The Holy Father said that the Jubilee Year 
“shall be a Holy Year of Mercy” and that we should “live this Year in the light of the 
Lord’s words: Be merciful, just as your father is merciful.”  
 
The following information has been received from the Diocese with an itinerary for 
events taking place during the forthcoming year. 
 
Sunday 13 December 2015: Opening of the Leeds Cathedral Holy Doors by Bishop 
Marcus, 11:00am Mass. 
Friday 4 – Saturday 5 March 2016: “24 Hours for the Lord” linking in with the penitential liturgy on 4 March in 
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. Parishes are encouraged to celebrate a 24 hours devotion incorporating at some 
point an extended period for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
April 3 2016: Divine Mercy Sunday, Mass celebrated by Bishop Marcus in the Cathedral at 3:00pm. 
Friday 22 July to Tuesday 2 August 2016: Diocesan youth pilgrimage to join World Youth Day in Kraków, 
Poland. 
Friday 1 to Thursday 7 July 2016: Clergy and faithful are encouraged to participate in the diocesan 
pilgrimage to Lourdes. The pastoral theme for the 2016 Pilgrimage is "Merciful like the Father."  
Saturday 17 September 2016: Clergy and faithful are encouraged to participate in the diocesan pilgrimage to 
Walsingham. 
Saturday 8 October 2016: Year of Mercy Diocesan Pilgrimage to Ripon, Mass celebrated by Bishop Marcus 
in Ripon Cathedral at 11:00am in honour of Our Lady and St Wilfrid.  
Sunday 13 November 2016: Closing of the Leeds Cathedral Holy Doors by Bishop Marcus, 11:00am Mass  
 
A letter from Bishop Marcus will also be forwarded with this general letter. 
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Leeds Diocesan Prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy  
O God, Father most merciful,  
you created the world in wisdom and in love,  
and you walk with your children on the journey of life,  
pardoning and welcoming them always. 
 
Your Beloved Son, the visible face of your mercy, 
is present in our midst, and loves us with a heart full of merciful love, 
and teaches us to be merciful and to love one another. 
 
Grant to us your children, as we celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
an outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Consoler, 
that our hearts may be open to our brothers and sisters 
who hunger and thirst for mercy, 
and the Good News of your merciful love which endures forever, 
may be always and everywhere proclaimed. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Advent Appeal: The Second Week of Advent 

Rejoice, so highly favoured: The Lord is with you. Luke 1:26-38 
Heavenly Father, through this holy and special year of grace may I strive to be mindful of your mercy 
and be a living witness of your forgiveness and love. 
 
There are many exciting events taking place during Advent to fund-raise for our four school charities: 
St Gemma’s, CAFOD, Martin House and Catholic Care.  
 
Please follow the link below to keep up to date with all our Advent news. 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2015/11/24/advent-2015 
 
Our students will need cash in order to support our charitable work, and for this we thank you for your 
support. 
 
Luxury Hamper Raffle 
This year support staff from School and the Trust office have all contributed to buy a 
luxury hamper, with goods worth over £100.  It has something for everyone, from 
jelly beans and sweet salted popcorn to a Harvey Nichols meat terrine and wine 
donated by Booths supermarket.  Please support us if you can.  All the money 
raised will go to our charities.  Tickets are £1 a strip and available at Visitor 
Reception, the library, or by sending money in an envelope labelled Hamper Raffle, 
with your child’s name and form, and putting it in the finance post box by the small 
hall.  Tickets will be returned to you via your child. 
 

 

School Scarves  
Now that the bad weather is approaching, please be aware that there are 
school scarves for sale at a very reasonable price of £3 each. They are 
fleecy on one side and show the school colours on the other. If you would like 
to buy a scarf please use the normal parentpay procedure, which will be 
available from today. 
 
 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2015/11/24/advent-2015
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Christmas Cards: Now on Sale 
Two hundred students entered our Art department's 
competition to design the St. Mary's Menston Christmas 
Card. During Art and Design lessons students have 
been looking at Christmas cards and Catholic imagery. 
From the eight finalists, two cards, by James Burt 
7Gwyn and Carys Tate 7Fisher, have been published; 
they are AVAILABLE ON SALE (at a cost of 60p per 
card or £2.99 for a pack of six cards – three of each 
design: any further donations will go to our 4 charities).  
Please send in any requests for cards with a cheque 
made payable to St. Mary’s Menston, ensuring you 
include the student’s name and form, and send in via 
either Pupil or Visitor Reception.  Cards will also be on 
sale at our Carol Concert.   

                       
 
Christmas Dinner 
Traditional Christmas Dinner will be served on Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 December in the Dining 
Hall. For £3.50 students will be able to enjoy a full Christmas lunch of turkey with all the trimmings, a 
pudding, a drink and, of course, a Christmas cracker. Payment should be made in the normal way on 
the cashless system. Alternative lunches are available for those not wishing to have a Christmas 
dinner. 
 
Year 7 Pantomime 
Year 7 students are very much looking forward to visiting the Carriageworks Theatre on Tuesday 
morning to see a production of the pantomime ‘Aladdin’. A letter detailing arrangements has been 
sent home to parents. Students have been informed that they need to bring in their own packed 
lunch which they will eat after returning from the Pantomime. 
 
Years 9 and 10 Grades issue 
Grades were issued to students last week: please take time to discuss these grades and contact the 
Student Progress Leader with any queries. 
 
A-Level Presentation Evening 
We look forward to seeing our last year’s Year 13 students and families at the Presentation Evening 
on Thursday 17 December at 7.00 pm when we are very pleased to welcome as our guest speaker, 
Mgr Paul Grogan. Refreshments will be provided at the end of the evening. 
 
Student News 
Congratulations to Carter Beevers, 7P who has recently been selected for the Great Britain 
Kickboxing team.  Carter represents Leeds on the national circuit and will take part in a tour of Europe 
in January 2016.  He will also go for his first dan in the New Year.  Well done!  
 
Advance notice of early closure 
School will close at 1.00pm on Friday 18 December, the normal school buses will be leaving school at 
1.10pm. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/VisionAndValues/spiritual/Pages/Our-Charities.aspx

