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1st February 2016 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Re: Appeal for Catholic Care 2016 

 

I write to you today both as your Bishop and as Chair of Trustees for Catholic Care to 

encourage you to give generously to the 2016 Appeal for Catholic Care. Last year, when 

I attended my first Good Shepherd Celebration in the Cathedral, I was amazed to learn 

that this appeal has been made every year since 1911. It demonstrates how successful it 

is in encouraging people to join in and to feel they are making a real difference in 

people’s lives and, indeed, how important it is to Catholic Care in its work reaching out 

to those most in need and most marginalised in our own communities. 

 

Currently, we are celebrating an Extraordinary Jubilee Year in the Church: The Year of 

Mercy. During this year, His Holiness Pope Francis has invited us to contemplate the 

mercy of God which is revealed to us in the face of Jesus Christ. This special year gives 

us the opportunity to reflect on how we might better radiate and reflect the tender love 

of God in our world. We can do this by re-discovering and putting into action the 

corporal works of mercy: 

 

 feed the hungry 

 give drink to the thirsty 

 clothe the naked 

 welcome the stranger 

 heal the sick 

 visit the imprisoned 

 bury the dead 

 

Jesus told His disciples that all those who have led a merciful life would be welcomed 

by Him into His Kingdom: 

 

 I was hungry and you gave me food 

 I was thirsty and you gave me drink 

 I was a stranger and you made me welcome 

 I was naked and you clothed me 

 I was sick and you visited me 

 I was in prison and you came to see me 
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As the King who will judge the world, Jesus says “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you 

did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine you did it to me”. By generously 

supporting Catholic Care’s Annual Appeal you will be helping to put into action the 

corporal works of mercy, on which Catholic Care centres its work. 

 

We have so many demands on our charitable giving and it is wonderful to see the 

children and young people of our Diocese so eager to be involved. However, I would 

like to remind you that the priorities for fundraising by Catholic schools and institutions 

within the Diocese of Leeds should be the Pontifical Mission Societies, CAFOD and 

Catholic Care as the charity undertaking social and welfare works on behalf of the 

Diocese. 

 

During this Year of Mercy, I pray that the love and mercy of God Our Father, revealed to 

us in His Son Jesus Christ, will find a home in our hearts and inspire us all to serve and 

care for those who are most in need. 

 

I thank the staff and volunteers of Catholic Care for the work they do among us. I hope 

you will be as generous as you can in responding to this year’s Annual Appeal and I 

thank you most sincerely for your continued support.  

 

I very much look forward to welcoming you to Leeds Cathedral for the Good Shepherd 

Celebration on Friday, 6th May 2016 beginning at 10:00 am, where I will receive the 

funds raised on behalf of Catholic Care. 

 

With my very best wishes, I remain 

 

Yours devotedly in Christ 

 

 

 

 Marcus Stock 

Bishop of Leeds 

 




