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Dear Parents                       6 December 2016 
General Letter No 13 

A prayer for the second week of Advent 
Come long expected Jesus. Excite me in the joy and love and peace it is right to bring to the manger 

of my lord. Raise in me, too, reverence for the God who acted there, hearty gratitude for the life begun 
there and spirited resolution to serve the Father and Son. 

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, whose advent I hail. Amen. 
 

 
All students, friends and families of St. Mary’s, Menston community are invited to our Carol Service. 

 
CAFOD – Gianna Project supported in school by Year 9 
In the run up to Advent, Year 9 supported the work of CAFOD in their Gianna Project, collecting 
clothes and goods for babies to help mothers in need across the Diocese. Well done to Year 9 and to 
everyone who gave so generously and with such love: your considered contribution will give hope and 
a sense of belong to many. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Christmas Cards: Now on Sale 
Christmas Card Competition.  We are delighted that five cards have been chosen to publish as the 
winning entries. Congratulations to our winners: Hannah Byrne, Charlotte Oredecki, Teagan Hoyland, 
Phoebe Preston and one anonymous artist, all from Year 7.  
 
The cards are now AVAILABLE ON SALE at a minimum cost of £2.50 for a pack of five cards – one of 
each design (any further donations will go to our 4 charities).  Please send in any requests for cards 
with a cheque made payable to St. Mary’s Menston, ensuring you include the student’s name and 
form, via Visitor Reception.  Cards will also be on sale at our Carol Concert. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent: 
During this time of “Advent, Season of Love”, we draw from Pope Francis’ recent Apostolic 
Exhortation and we will as always concentrate our fundraising efforts on our four main charities: 
Cafod, Catholic Care, St Gemma’s and Martin House.  We will also support the work of St. Vincent de 
Paul in all they do to change the lives of families living in poverty across Leeds.  
Events will take place to fund-raise and to share Good Will.  Forms are being asked to provide goods 
and make up Christmas hampers as we always do at Christmas time; the hampers will be passed on 
for distribution through St Vincent de Paul.   
 
Advent Sixth Form Event: Sixth Form Fancy Dress: Tuesday 13 December. 
 
Advent Whole School Event: The whole school community are invited to join in 
the Christmas theme fund-raising day next Wednesday 14 December: swapping 
an item of uniform for some festive attire - such as jumpers instead of blazers, ties 
or socks. Alternatively, students and staff can add a Christmas item, such as a hat, 
to their normal clothing: donations of £1 will be collected on the day by Form 8F.. 

 Guess the name of the teddy: Guess how many sweets in the jar:  

 Hot chocolate sales and donut sales  

 Reindeer Lollipops and Christmas Candy Canes sale 

 St. Mary’s Got Talent on 9 December 

 Bake-off on 14 December: a competition for staff and a competition for students:  
entry £1 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/VisionAndValues/spiritual/Pages/Our-Charities.aspx
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Christmas Dinner 
Senior citizens in our community have been invited into school to join us for Christmas lunch in the 
dining hall with students from Years 7.  We look forward to sharing our festive Christmas lunch in this 
way.   
 
Christmas Dinners are offered to each year group in the last week of term: 
Monday: Y9, Y12, Y13  
Tuesday: Y7, and senior citizens:  
Wednesday  Y11and French Exchange students and partners 
Thursday  Y8 and the remainder of Y10.  
Traditional Christmas Dinner will be served in the Dining Hall. For £2.75 students will be able to enjoy 
a full Christmas lunch of turkey with all the trimmings, a pudding, a drink and, of course, a Christmas 
cracker.  Payment will be on the normal cashless card system: please ensure there are sufficient 
funds on student cards for them to purchase a Christmas dinner. 
 
Please note that during the last week of term there will be no break-time service.  However there are 
cakes and fair trade stalls.  If appropriate please ensure that your child brings a snack to school with 
them.   
 
Consideration to Parking at School Events and at drop-off/pick up times. 
We are aware that parking can be difficult at major events in the school calendar.  For the safety of 
our students, we ask that you use the designated drop-off bays in school to drop-off in the morning 
and pick up in the afternoon.   We also ask that you park at major events with consideration to our 
neighbours, particularly on the High Royds estate and Moorland Crescent areas.  Unfortunately, as 
the school has grown in capacity, we have not been able to expand our car parking facilities to match 
and, as a result, we do rely on our parents to park sensibly and considerately in the local area for 
whole school events.  
 
Sixth Form Admissions Deadline 
Please note that the deadline for applications is Monday 12 December: this will then enable us to start 
detailed planning of the curriculum for September.  
 
Information from the Diocese: Please see the Diocese website for details. 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Year 8 Residential  
A reminder that the deadline for payment of the final balance for the Year 8 Residential is Friday, 
6 January via the ParentPay system. 
 
St. Mary’s Lettings 
Yoga Blend classes are held at St. Mary’s in the Performing Arts Studio on Tuesday evenings from 
7.00pm – 8.00pm and will start again after the Christmas break on Tuesday 3 January 2017.  Classes 
are suitable for most abilities, and will leave you feeling strong, balanced, re-energised and calm.  50 
minutes of simple yet challenging exercises to music, followed by 10 minutes of relaxation and 
meditation: the perfect antidote to a busy day!  For further information or to book a place, please 
contact Fiona Peel 07917 355642.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 

http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/

