
 

 
 
Dear Parents         11 December 2012 
 
General Letter No 13 
 

 
All students and families are invited to join us for our Christmas Carol Concert at Leeds Trinity Chapel 
on Monday 17 December at 7.00pm. Refreshments will be available after the concert.   
 
Christmas Cards 
Art students have taken part in designing a Christmas card to reflect our Year of Faith. Staff were very 
impressed and pleased with the quality of work. The winning card, by Leah Delahay is on sale at 
school (at a cost of 60 pence per card to cover costs: any further donations will go to our school 
charities).  Please send in any requests for cards with a cheque made payable to St Mary’s, Menston, 
ensuring you include the student’s name and form, and place in an envelope, marked Christmas 
Card, in the grey box outside the small hall. Cards will also be on sale at the Carol Concert.    
 
Christmas Dinner 
Christmas dinner will be served on Tuesday 18, Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20 December in the 
Dining Hall.  For £3.50 students can enjoy a full Christmas lunch of turkey with all the trimmings, a 
pudding, a drink and, of course, a Christmas cracker.  On Tuesday 18 December lunch will be 
provided for Years 7 and 8, Wednesday 19 December for Years 9 and 10 (and the French exchange 
students) and Thursday 20 December for Years 11 and the 6

th
 form.  Lunch will commence at 

12.45pm on each day for those years taking the Christmas lunch. 
There will be normal lunch service for all other students from 1.10pm.  Break time snacks will not be 
available Tuesday to Friday on the final week of term and therefore you may wish to provide your 
child with an additional snack. 
 
Advent Appeal 
We have currently collected £2,647.49 in our Advent Appeal.  Our charities are: St. Gemma’s 
Hospice, Catholic Care, Cafod, and Martin House Please support your child in supporting our 
charities, by ensuring they have a little cash activities organised at school. 

 Non-Uniform Day: Thursday 20 December: Students can donate £1 to our charities to come to 
school on Thursday out of uniform.  Sixth Form students will make a collection for the Advent 
Appeal.  We ask for parents’ support in ensuring that there are no extremes of fashion. 

 An X Factor competition is taking place, organised by members of the Sixth Form 



 

 Various raffles have been organised by forms, including Year 9 Wharton, who are raffling a 
selection of Christmas sweets. 

 St Mary’s support staff have donated generously to provide 2 Christmas hampers, one of luxury 
food items, and another smaller one of sweets.  The larger contains 14 items including an M&S 
cake, locally made chocolates, mini mince pies, wine chosen from The Observer’s Christmas 
recommendations and Loch Uig smoked salmon (a Great Taste Award winner).  Raffle tickets are 
still available for the Christmas Hampers, at 25p each, £1 for  a strip of five.    They can be 
bought, either at pupil reception, or by sending money to School in an envelope marked 
Christmas Hamper raffle and your child’s name and registration group, posted in the box by M2.  
 Tickets will be returned via your child.  

 Mr Harvey’s Santa Dash on 16 December 
As part of the Advent Appeal, Mr Harvey is fundraising for St Gemma's Hospice, along with 
several other jolly joggers.  For further details, please visit 
 http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/stmaryssubordinateclauses  

 
Christmas Hampers for our Senior Citizens  
Please send in any gifts by Wednesday 12 December to present to the senior members of our 
community in a festive hamper at their Christmas Party on Friday 14 December.  Pupils are asked to 
‘make up’ these hampers by donating non-perishable items of food (basic and luxury items). Gift 
donations for a raffle on the day will also be much appreciated and can be handed in to either Pupil or 
Visitor Reception or to Form Tutors.  We are grateful to all those students, and parents, who have 
already provided a gift for the hampers. 
 
The Backpack Project 
The Sixth Form Cafod Group recently launched the Backpack Project along with Mary’s Meals.  The 
Backpack Project appeals to schools, clubs, businesses, churches and individuals and is a simple 
way of helping children from poor families in countries like Malawi and Liberia to receive an 
education.  St. Mary’s students were invited to fill a backpack to be sent to a child across the world 
containing items, including an exercise book, pencils, pens, crayons, eraser, ruler, sharpener, pencil 
case and a towel.  St. Mary’s students rose to the challenge and a total of 70 backpacks were 
collected throughout the school. 
 
Drama 
The National Theatre came into school this week to give a workshop for Y12 and Y13 drama 
students.  This evening Y13 drama students are attending a performance of One Man, Two Guvnors 
at the Grand Theatre. 
 
Lost Property 
We have a number of items in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items should go to 
H4a at 1.30pm tomorrow, Wednesday.  Any items left will be taken to local charity shops. 
 
January 2013 External Examinations 
Please be aware that all students in years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have now been issued with their 
Personal Exam Timetable for January 2013. 
 
Year 8 Parent Consultations 
Letters of invite have been issued to all students in Year 8 for the forthcoming consultations to take 
place on Tuesday 8 January for Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn and on Wednesday 16 
January for More, Postgate and Wharton.  Please return your slips no later than Monday 17 
December to ensure that you receive appointments at a time convenient to yourselves.   
 
Year 8 Ullswater Residential 
For those who have not paid by post-dated cheque, please note that the next instalment of £70 for the 
Ullswater Residential is now due.   
 
Learning, Training and Employment Choices 
A leaflet has been issued, by Leeds Pathways, to all Year 11 students offering guidance on career 
options post-16. 
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French Exchange 
Our French Exchange students and staff arrive on Friday evening.  They will spend the weekend with 
families and will be in lessons for the day on Wednesday.  We are very grateful to the families who 
accommodate exchange students, and make language exchanges possible.  The full itinerary during 
the week includes visits to Leeds, Whitby, and a theatre production of “Wind in the Willows”.  The 
French Exchange students will also be joining us at the Christmas Carol Concert.   
 
Year 11 Retreat: Myddelton Grange, 9 – 11 January 2013 
Places are still available for this retreat, should anyone still want to go.  This retreat is highly 
recommended to Year 11 students.  It comes at a time that can be often stressful, but offers the 
students time out to gather themselves and return refreshed and renewed, ready to face their exams. 
The total cost is £75.00.  Students can access the Letters on the Learning Platform or get a paper 
copy from Mrs Findlay. 
 
Consultation for Admissions where pupils will start school in September 2014  
Information is available on the school website for consultation for admissions in 2014. 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/admissions/Pages/default.aspx 
  The consultation period runs from 11 December 2012 to Tuesday 5 February 2013.  Should you 
require a paper copy of the admissions consultation information, please contact Mrs Tindall, Clerk to 
Governors. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
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