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Dear Parents                         15 December 2015 
 

General Letter No 13 
Christmas Carol Concert and Carol Services 
We were very pleased to see so many parents, families and friends of the school at the Christmas Carol 
Service.  Thank you to all staff and students who contributed to yesterday evening’s service, where students 
presented every part of the programme exceptionally well and made a very enjoyable occasion.  The French 
Exchange staff and students were also able to join us for this Christmas celebration.  On Friday morning 
three Carol Services will take place in school.  These services give opportunity for all students to join in a 
school community celebration of Christmas at the start of their Christmas break. 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus,  
that we may share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 
  

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,  
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
  
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,  
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,  
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 
 
Support for Refugees - St Vincent de Paul 
“What ever you did for the least of are these, you did for me” Matthew 23:31-46 
The total that we were able to send to support the collection by St Vincent de Paul was £1.012.19.  We are 
very grateful for your support.  
 
A Level Presentation Evening 
We look forward to seeing our last year’s Year 13 students and families at the Presentation Evening on 
Thursday at 7.00 pm when we are very pleased to welcome as our guest speaker, Mgr Paul Grogan. 
Refreshments will be provided at the end of the evening. 
 
Retirement 
Mrs Johnston is retiring at Christmas.  We are very grateful for Mrs Johnston’s contribution in the History 
Department and wider school community over many years, we wish her well in her retirement. 
 
Year 7 Pantomime 
Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed the pantomime, “Aladdin”: Student Progress Leader of Year 7 Mr Hamill 
said all students behaved impeccably and were a credit to the school. 
 
Confirmations in the parish of SS Peter & Paul 
Any Year 9 pupils in Ss. Peter & Paul parish who would like to be confirmed should obtain a form from 
Monsignor Owens and return it to him by 21 December. 
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Advent Appeal: The Third Week of Advent 

Rejoice, so highly favoured: The Lord is with you. Luke 1:26-38 
Heavenly Father, through this holy and special year of grace may I strive to be mindful of your mercy 

and be a living witness of your forgiveness and love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The amount raised so far for our advent charities is £2502.43.  We look forward to the sixth form 
fancy dress day tomorrow. Please follow the link below to keep up to date with all our Advent news. 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2015/11/24/advent-2015 
 
Our students will need cash in order to support our charitable work, and for this we thank you for your 
support. 
 
Year 7 Disco 
As part of the school’s charity fundraising for Advent and in celebration of Christmas, Year 7 are going 
to have a disco in lesson 5 on Wednesday. Pupils will be able to change into their own clothes at 
lunchtime and therefore will need to bring a change of clothes with them on the day. Transport 
arrangements for the journey home will not be affected.  We are asking students to make a £2.00 
donation to the advent appeal to attend this event. If the donation is problematic, please ask your son 
or daughter to discreetly raise this issue with their form tutor. For those pupils who do not want to 
attend this event there is alternative provision of watching a film. There is no charge for this but there 
is the option to make a voluntary donation. 
 
Christmas Theme Day on Thursday 
On Thursday all students will have the opportunity to pay 50p 
to their form tutor for the privilege of either swapping one item 
of their uniform for a Christmas themed piece of clothing, or 
adding a Christmas themed accessory to their normal full 
uniform.  
 
 
 
Christmas Cake Batch Baking 
Year 10 students have made some fantastic Christmas cakes 
in Food Technology, as part of a project about batch-baking. 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 Assessments 
On the week commencing 18 January Year 10 assessment period will begin. We hope that parents 
will continue to support school in our endeavours to motivate the students as they begin a period of 
revision: this is good preparation for their GCSEs. 
 
School Scarves  
School scarves for sale at a very reasonable price of £3 each. They are fleecy on one side and show 
the school colours on the other. If you would like to buy a scarf please use the normal ParentPay 
procedure, which will be available from today. 
 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/news/2015/11/24/advent-2015
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Lost Property 
A large number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items 
should go to Pupil Reception, where they will be able to check in the lost property room for their 
belongings.  Any items left over will be taken to local charity shops. 
 
Year 12 Parental Consultation Wednesday 13 January 2016 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
A letter of invite and guidelines on how to book your appointments will be sent out later this week. 
 

Year 11 Parental Consultation Tuesday 19 January 2016 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
A letter of invite and guidelines on how to book your appointments will be sent out after the Christmas 
break. 
 
Early closure 
School will close at 1.00pm on Friday 18 December, the normal school buses will be leaving school at 
1.10pm.  
 
I wish you all a restful and peaceful break and look forward to working with the school community in 
2016, when school re-opens on Monday, 4 January. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
Christmas message from St Mary’s Menston to Mnyakanya 
High School 
St Mary’s Menston have sent a message of goodwill and our 
Diocesan Prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy to Mnyakanya 
High School in South Africa. Our prayers and thoughts are with 
you all at this Christmas time: wishing you and your families the 
Gift of faith, the blessing of Hope and the Peace of His love at 
Christmas and always.  God Bless. 
 
 

Christmas Message from Mnyakanya Community to St. Mary’s Community 
The wonderful time of the year has come, to celebrate our success of 
partnership with St. Mary’s.  Christmas time is that time of the year 
again when we as Mnyakanya High School think of our best friends of 
St. Mary’s, High School  Christmas time is that time that brings all 
memories of happy moments that we ever shared with our St. Mary’s 
friends for the past 9 years of our partnership. 
 
It is the time of love, peace and happiness to embrace our partnership 
and the spirit of togetherness.  It is a great blessing indeed to work with 
you as our partners.  Partnership with you makes us feel so special, 
honoured and blessed. 
 
We wish you all in St. Mary’s a Merry Christmas and a prosperous new 
year.  We wish you all and your families a wonderful Christmas time.  
May god prosper you in everything you do.  May God’s mercy be in you 

always.  From Mnyakanya Community.  


