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Dear Parents                         5 January 2016 
 

General Letter No 14 
 

Holy Year of Mercy 
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful   

Luke 6:36 
 
Welcome back to the new term to all parents, carers and students.  We hope that you have had a 
good break and a peaceful Christmas. 
 
We start 2016, full of optimism for another successful year at St. Mary’s.  A new year also provides 
the opportunity to reflect on the successes that we have in school, as well as looking for further 
improvement.  Some of these successes are celebrated within this letter, but I do encourage all 
members of the school community to regularly visit the school website, in order to gain a flavour for 
the number of activities that take place in school.  
 
A Level Presentation Evening 
During the last week of term, parents and staff joined us for our A Level Presentation Evening where 
A level certificates and special individual subject and community awards were given.  Individual 
subject award winners were: 
Art 
Applied Science 

Eleanor Thompson 
Eleanor Pearson 

Health and Social 
History 

Effie King 
Emily Sutcliffe 

Biology 
Chemistry 

Sam Hollindrake-Hughes 
Katharine Brinkworth 

ICT 
Mathematics 

Alexander Simpson 
Emma Briggs 

Economics 
English Language 
English Literature 
English Dual 
Food Technology 
French 

Anokhi Shah 
Caroline Turnbull 
Megan Haskins 
Emily Pilgrim 
Libby Richmond 
Sophie Barraclough 

Further Maths 
Music 
PE 
Physics 
Product Design 
Btec Sports Studies 

Zak Tremlett 
Aidan Comer 
Jake Tyrie 
Emily Middlebrough 
Scott Richardson 
Beth Cotton 

General Studies Andrew Dougan Psychology Sorrel Briggs 
German Niamh Roberts Theatre Studies Mary Morris 
Government & Politics Reuben Kean Theology Mary Crotty 
    
Special prizes were also awarded:  
Highest Points Score at A level Edward Hollingsworth 
Highest Average Points Score at A level Sam Hollindrake-Hughes 
The Kevin Leaver Memorial Geography 
Prize 
Sports College Award for Excellence in 
Sport 

Clare O’Neill 
 
Megan Casey 

Mo’s Prize Jordan Willis 
Stephen Botterill Award for Excellence in 
Physics of Forces & Motion 

Edward Hollingsworth 

Aireborough Rotary Service Above Self 
Award 

Myles Hanlon 
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Otley Lions Achievement Awards 
 
Governors’ Awards 
The Bambisanani and Diana Awards 
 
 
 
The Sbonelo Magwaza Award 

Kaylan Casserly, Caroline Turnbull, 
Emma Twohey 
Molly Jones, Myles Hanlon 
Beth Cotton, Anna Evans, Myles Hanlon, Megan Haskins, 
Helena Hunt, Megan Ireton-Bourke, Olivia Leonard, James 
Smith, Emily Sutcliffe, Eleanor Thompson, Beth Tindall, 
Caroline Turnbull, Karl Verspyck, Jonathan Vincent 
Karl Verspyck 

 
We are very grateful to Becky Swan, Alex Fairfield and Mary Morris for their musical performances 

during the presentation. 
 
The Presentation Evening was a wonderful way to end 2015 and also to celebrate the success of the 
Sixth Form at St. Mary's.  We are delighted that Mgr Paul Grogan was able to join us to present the 
awards and that so many students returned from their wide-ranging destinations to celebrate their 
achievements.  As a school, we are extremely proud of all that they have achieved and we wish them 

every success with their future careers. 
 
Year 10 Assessments 
On the week commencing 18 January Year 10 assessment period will begin. We hope that parents 
will continue to support school in our endeavours to motivate the students as they begin a period of 
revision: this is good preparation for their GCSEs. 
 
Advent 
Thank you for all your support for our advent appeal. The total raised so far this year is just over 
£5000.  We are incredibly grateful for your generosity in supporting our appeal. 
 
We are still collecting monies from various activities which took place before Christmas. We are 
delighted that so many students participated in the advent appeal, with great enthusiasm and energy. 
Many thanks to everyone that supported the hamper raffle.  It was won by Mr Foster, St Mary’s ICT 
Manager. 
 
Year 12 Parental Consultation Wednesday 13 January 2016 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
The year 12 Parent Consultation evening is now open for parents to make their own appointments.  
The appointment booking system will close at midnight on Monday 11 January. If you are 
experiencing any problems making your appointments please contact Mrs E Robertson on 01943 
883017. 
 
Year 11 Parental Consultation Tuesday 19 January 2016 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
Letters of invite and a guide to making appointments for the year 11 Parental Consultation evening 
will be sent home on Thursday 7 January. 
 
Advance notice for Year 8 Parental Consultation evenings 
We look forward to meeting parents of Year 8 students at the forthcoming Year 8 Consultation 
evenings on 28 January (8CDFG) and 11 February (8MPW).  Whilst students are invited to 
accompany parents to individual consultations from Year 9 onwards, it is not our usual practice for 
students to accompany parents to individual meetings in Years 7 and 8.  It is appreciated that, due to 
child-care responsibilities, some students and siblings may have to accompany parents to the 
parents’ evening: please ensure that they sit in the main waiting area of the hall: there is no provision 
for children outside of the main hall.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
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Year 11 Retreat 
A group of Year 11 students are participating in a two day retreat at Myddelton Grange from 
Wednesday evening to Friday this week.  This provides an opportunity for the students to explore 
aspects of their faith and also to relax, enjoy friendships and have fun. 
 
Advance notice of School Production: The Crucible 
The cast are working extremely hard on rehearsal and preparation for the forthcoming performances 
of The Crucible which will take place from Wednesday 3 February to Friday 5 February commencing 
at 7.00pm. Further details and information on how to obtain tickets to follow in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Vacancy for Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
A vacancy has arisen for a Higher Level Teaching Assistant, available immediately.  The post is 30 
hours a week, term time only plus 5 additional days.  Salary scale is NJC Scale SO1 (actual salary 
£17,771-18,890).  Closing date for applications to Trish Devine-Barber is Monday 18 January 2016, 
12 noon.  Further details and application form are available from the school website in the vacancies 
section http://www.stmarysmenston.org/vacancies 

 
Maths Equipment 
In order that students are maximising learning opportunities, can you please check that your son or 
daughter is coming to school with the correct equipment?  They should have with them a pen, pencil, 
ruler, rubber, sharpener, compass, protractor and calculator every day.  Equipment can be purchased 
from the school library.  You can buy all of the equipment in one go from the library for £7.50. Thank 
you for your support, it makes a significant difference to lessons if pupils turn up to their class ready to 
learn. 
 
School Scarves  
School scarves are for sale at a very reasonable price of £3 each. They are fleecy on one side and 
show the school colours on the other. If you would like to buy a scarf please use the normal 
ParentPay procedure. 
 
Outbreak of Head Lice 
We are aware of an outbreak of head lice in school. Please check your child’s hair, especially in Year 
9, and treat appropriately. Thank you for your cooperation in this.  
 
Bad Weather Information 
In the event of bad weather, information regarding possible school closure will be posted on the Home 
Page of the school’s website www.stmarysmenston.org  by 7.00 am.  A text message will also be sent 
to parents via their email contact. In addition, Radio Leeds will read out a school closure list. 
 
Sports News 
Congratulations to Lily Greenhalgh 10M who recently competed in the National Trophy Series Cyclo-
Cross event at Peel Park.  Cyclo-Cross courses feature pavements, wooded trails, grass, steep hills 
and obstacles requiring the rider to quickly dismount and carry the bike whilst navigating the 
obstruction and then remount.  Lily represented East Bradford Cycling Club and finished in a very 
respectable eighth place in the Under 16 girls’ competition, in extremely muddy conditions.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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