
 

 

 
Dear Parents                      13 December 2017 
General Letter No 14 
 
Christmas Carol Service: The Coming of our God 
We were very pleased to see so many parents, families and friends of the school 
at the Christmas Carol Service.  Thank you to Fr Carlisle and all staff and 
students who contributed to yesterday evening’s service, where students read, 
sang and played to an exceptionally high standard.  The Christmas service felt 
very special. 
 
French Exchange staff and students were also able to join us for this Christmas 
celebration after their wintry visit to Whitby.  
 
Next Tuesday morning three Carol Services will take place in school, giving 
opportunity for all students to join in a school community celebration of Christmas 
at the start of their Christmas break. 

 
Christmas  
Senior citizens in our community and friends of St Mary’s are joining us today for a Christmas lunch in 
the dining hall.   We are also collecting for Advent through our annual Rich Man, Poor Man meal 
where 12 tickets are drawn for the recipients to enjoy a celebration meal, and the remainder who 
bought tickets will be offered a bowl of soup and a roll; which brings home to us the divide between 
those that have and those that have not. 



 
St. Mary’s Advent 
Appeal 2017: Our 
advent appeal in 
support of our four 
school charities has 
just gone over £2000 
this morning: WELL 
DONE SO FAR!!! 
 
Christmas Letters from Student Progress Leaders 
Student Progress Leaders have written to their year groups giving information and news about past, 
current and future events.  These will be forwarded before the end of term. 
 
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal 
Each year forms collect food items to create a hamper, which will serve as a gift of love from the 
school community to our local and city-based charitable organisations.  Form Tutors have asked 
students to bring in items from the list provided and the Sixth Form are organising the distribution and 
collection of these hampers.  We thank you, as always for your on-going support, kindness and 
generosity. 
 
Year 13 Parental Consultation Wednesday 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
We look forward to meeting parents and Year 13 students this evening. 
 
LIVE-N-LEARN Monday 18 December  
Year 11 students will attend a two hour study skills workshop, delivered by Live-N-Learn to raise 
achievement and aspirations and helping students take personal responsibility, build resilience and 
develop a growth mindset to tackle pressures of exams and targets. 
 
Live-N-Learn will deliver a session based on the “Power of Yet” to 30 students from Years 8 and 9 as 
part of our Tougher Minds Programme. Please follow this link for more detail: 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Live-N-Learn.pdf 
 
Sixth Form Celebration of Achievement Evening: Monday 18 December 
We look forward to welcoming our last year’s Year 13 students and families at the Sixth Form 
Celebration of Achievement Evening on Monday at 7.00 pm when we are very pleased to welcome as 
our guest speaker, Duncan Wood, co-presenter of the award winning evening news show Calendar 
for ITV Yorkshire. Refreshments will be provided at the end of the evening. 
 

Lost Property 
A number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items 
should go to Pupil Reception, where they will be able to arrange to check in the lost property room for 
their belongings.  Any items left over will be taken to local charity shops. 
 

Science Fair 
This week, Year 7 pupils have been informed that, after last year’s roaring success, Year 7 will again 
be competing in the St. Marys Menston Science Fair 2018. This is a fabulous opportunity to celebrate 
the achievements of our youngest scientists and for pupils to creatively explore the aspects of science 
that they are most passionate about. Pupils will be expected to prepare an investigation, model or 
research project to present to staff and parents on the afternoons of 12 and 13 March 2018. We hope 
you will support us in ensuring there are even more, bangs, bubbles and wonders of engineering than 
last year.  Parents and guardians will be provided with more details, should they wish to attend, at a 
later date. Good luck Year 7! 
 

Bad Weather Information 
In the event of bad weather, information regarding possible school closure will be posted on the Home 
Page of the school’s website www.stmarysmenston.org  by 7.00 am.  An e-mail and text message will 
also be sent to parents via their email contact. In addition, Radio Leeds will read out a school closure 
list. 
 
 

https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Live-N-Learn.pdf
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/


 

 

Christmas Cards: Now on Sale 
There are a few cards still 
for sale at a minimum cost 
of £2.00 for a pack of four 
cards – two of each design 
(all sales and any further 
donations will go to our four 
charities).  Please send in 
any requests for cards with 
a cheque made payable to 
St. Mary’s Menston, 
ensuring you include the 
student’s name and form, 
via Visitor Reception.   
 

Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 

Thanks to Caroline Hyde, Governor 
At the carol service I presented Mrs Caroline 
Hyde with flowers and a gift, on behalf of the 
Academy Council, for the fantastic dedication 
and work she has put in to our Academy 
Council over very many years.  Mrs Hyde has 
supported school tirelessly during her period 
on the Academy Council, most recently as 
Vice Chair.  Mrs Hyde is currently Chair of The 
Bishop Wheeler Trust and is directing her 
energy to supporting our ten Trust Schools, 
but the Academy Council felt her contribution 
to the school should not go unmarked and is 
hugely appreciated. 
 
Message from Mnyakanya High School 
Please see below the message we received from our Bambisanani partner school. 
 
Next General Letter and Christmas Closing 
We will send out a short letter next Tuesday giving details of our 
Sixth Form Celebration of Achievement event.  For your information 
school will close at 1.00 pm on Tuesday 19 December we re-open 
to students on Thursday 4 January 2018.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 

https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/


 

 

 

 


