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Dear Parents                       13 December 2016 
General Letter No 14 
 
Christmas Carol Concert and Carol Services 
We were very pleased to see so many parents, families and friends 
of the school at the Christmas Carol Service.  Thank you to all staff 
and students who contributed to yesterday evening’s service, where 
students presented the programme exceptionally well and it was a 
very enjoyable occasion.  The French Exchange staff and students 
were also able to join us for this Christmas celebration.  On Friday 
morning three Carol Services will take place in school.  These 
services give opportunity for all students to join in a school 
community celebration of Christmas at the start of their Christmas 
break. 
 
Christmas  
Senior citizens in our community enjoyed a Christmas lunch in the 
dining hall today.   The Cafod Group are organising a Rich Man, Poor 
Man meal for staff and 6th form on Thursday. 
 
 
Advent Appeal: The Third Week of Advent 
Rejoice, so highly favoured: The Lord is with you. Luke 1:26-38 
Heavenly Father, may I strive to be mindful of your mercy and be a living witness of your forgiveness 
and love. 

 

Thanks to the enthusiasm and efforts of students and staff.  The amount raised so far for our advent 
charities is. £1501.91.  The Sixth Form Fancy Dress today produced some fantastic outfits and we 
look forward to many events during the course of this week. 
 
Christmas Letters from Student Progress Leaders 
Student Progress Leaders have written to their year groups giving information and news about past, 
current and future events.  These will be forwarded this week. 
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Reports 
End of year reports have been issued to Year 7 students today.  Please take time to discuss the reports with 
your son/daughter during the holiday period.  
 
A Level Presentation Evening 
We look forward to seeing our last year’s Year 13 students and families at the Presentation Evening on 
Thursday at 7.00 pm when we are very pleased to welcome as our guest speaker, Olympic gold medalist 
Paul Bennett. Refreshments will be provided at the end of the evening. We will issue details of prize winners 
after Christmas. 
 
Christmas Cards: on Sale 
Christmas Card Competition.  We are delighted to advise you that our anonymous Christmas Card 
Competition winner is Joshua Brennan Form 7D, congratulations to him and our other winners: Hannah 
Byrne, Charlotte Oredecki, Teagan Hoyland, Phoebe Preston   There are a few cards still on sale at a 
minimum cost of £2.50 for a pack of five cards – one of each design from Visitor Reception 

 
 
Information from the Diocese: Please see the Diocese website 
for details. 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Student News 
Congratulations to Max Chandler 9G who has been selected for the U14 Bradford City Football Academy.   
 
Lost Property 
A number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items should go to 
Pupil Reception, where they will be able to arrange to check in the lost property room for their belongings.  
Any items left over will be taken to local charity shops. 
 
Admissions consultation regarding Admission for September 2018 
As the admissions’ Authority for the schools within the Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust, the 
Directors wish to consult in accordance with the Admissions Code on the following changes to the 
boundaries covered in the admissions policies for  
St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Pudsey, a Voluntary Academy and St. Mary’s Menston, a Catholic 
Voluntary Academy.  The Bishop has authorised under canon law the change to parish boundaries as given 
in the description below: 
 
“After consulting the Council of Priests on 13th July 2016, I wish to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Parish of St Joseph, Pudsey and the Parish of St Mary, Bradford have been 
redrawn with the territory bounded by Bradford Road, Daleside Road, Galloway Lane and 
the Calder Valley Railway Line being ceded to the Parish of St Joseph, Pudsey”.    Bishop Marcus Stock 
 
Please find further information via either of these links:  
http://www.bishopwheelercatholicacademytrust.org/news/2016/12/8/consultation-january-2017 and 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/admissions/  and note the opportunity to comment via Anne Tindall, Clerk 
to the Trust, via the Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust website or through St Mary’s, Menston by 31 
January 2017.   
 
For further clarification this is for September 2018 entry onwards and does not affect admissions for 
September 2017 entry. 
 

http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/
http://www.bishopwheelercatholicacademytrust.org/news/2016/12/8/consultation-january-2017
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/admissions/
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Vacancy in the Trust Office 
Due to a secondment, a temporary vacancy has become available from January 2017 for an Assistant 
Accountant to work in the Trust office, based at St. Mary’s Menston.  The successful candidate will assist our 
Group Accountant working for our 10 schools within the Trust. The post is temporary until 31 August 2017 
initially, but may lead to a permanent post.  Further details and application form are available on the Bishop 
Wheeler website www.bishopwheelercatholicacademytrust.org.  Closing date for applications is Friday 30 
December 2016.   Applications should be emailed to Katie Campbell, Group Accountant at 
k.campbell@bwcat.org 

 
Early closure 
School will close at 1.00pm on Friday 16 December, the normal school buses will be leaving school at 
1.10pm.  

A Christmas Prayer 
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 

 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, 
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 
 
I wish you all a restful and peaceful break and look forward to working with the school community in 2017, 
when school re-opens on Tuesday, 3 January. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley, Headteacher 
 
 
A Christmas message from Mnyakanya High School in KwaZulu Natal, South Africa.  
It is that time of year again when we at Mnyakanya High School think of our 
wonderful friends.  
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank God for the wonderful friends like St 
Mary’s that we have met in our life time. 
 
For the past ten years of our partnership with St Mary’s we feel very honoured 
and very special in South Africa. We have learnt a lot from our relationship with St 
Mary’s. We find all the years that we have spent working with you, the most 
grateful blessing that has ever happened in our community. Your commitment to 
The Bambisanani Partnership and your pledge to care for the Mnyakanya 
community is a great honour for us. 
 
Christmas time is the time when we at Mnyakanya High School would like to wish 
everyone at St Mary’s a prosperous festive season and a Merry Christmas. 
 
We don’t have enough words to express how we appreciate your kindness and 
dedication.  We thank the almighty for everything you have done for us. 
Merry Christmas to you all. 

http://www.bishopwheelercatholicacademytrust.org/
mailto:k.campbell@bwcat.org

