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Dear Parents                                                                                                              16 December 2014 
General Letter No 14 
 

Christmas Carol Concert and Carol Services 
Thank you to all staff and students who contributed to yesterday evening’s Carol Concert at Leeds 
Trinity University.  Students presented every part of the programme exceptionally well and it was a 
very enjoyable occasion.  We were very pleased to see so many parents, families and friends of the 
school.   The French Exchange staff and students were also able to join us for this Christmas 
celebration.  On Friday morning three Carol Services will take place in school.  These services give 
opportunity for all students to join in a school community celebration of Christmas at the start of their 
Christmas break. 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
Loving Father, help us remember 
the birth of Jesus, that we may 
share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, 
and worship of the wise men. 
  

Close the door of hate and open 
the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift 
and good desires with every 
greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the 
blessing which Christ brings, and 
teach us to be merry with clear 
hearts. 
  
May the Christmas morning make 
us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful 
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 
  

Advent 
During Advent, we continue to raise funds to support our four charities: St. Gemma’s Hospice, 
Catholic Care, Cafod, and Martin House. The total raised so far is £1264.  Please see news on the 
website about some of the activities taking place.  http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx  
including Christmas Card Designs Competition 2014, Advent Appeal - Chance to Win a Snowman 
cake, Frozen Creative Writing Competition, Great St. Mary's Bake Off 2014,Christmas Stockings 2014 
Textiles Technology, Sixth Form Fancy Dress Days of the Past and pictures of the Fancy Dress Day 
tomorrow will be added. 
 

Senior Citizens Christmas Party 
Our Sixth Formers look forward to entertaining 36 Senior Citizens from our community with a 
Christmas buffet today. All visitors will go home with a Christmas Hamper containing gifts donated by 
students and parents, whose generosity is greatly appreciated. Thanks also to the many staff who 
transport our visitors to and from the party. 
 

A-Level Presentation Evening 
We look forward to seeing our last year’s Year 13 students and families at the Presentation Evening 
on Thursday at 7.00pm when we are very pleased to welcome as our guest speaker, Joanne Milner, 
former student of St. Mary’s, Menston who is currently Chief Executive of Debrett’s. Refreshments will 
be provided at the end of the evening.

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx
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SVP 
On Saturday 13 December Oliver Horan (10M) Anthony Beckwith (10W) and Caitlin Grady (Year 13) 
represented St. Mary’s SVP Group and joined many other school groups and choirs in singing and 
performing in Leeds Trinity to collect money to support the invaluable work of The Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society Leeds who work towards the alleviation of poverty. Well done and thank you.  
 

Pastoral Letters 
Pastoral Letters from the Student Progress Letters will be issued with this letter. 
 

Christmas Jumpers and Hats and Non-Uniform Days 
Alongside Sixth Form Fancy Dress Day, Year 10 students are having a Christmas Jumpers/Hats day 
tomorrow and Thursday will be a non-school uniform day.  Donations of £1 will be collected in forms, 
all in support of our Advent fund-raising.  It would be appreciated if students were able to bring in a 
small amount of cash to support the various activities. 
 

Year 7 Pantomime: report 
Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed the pantomime, “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”: Student 
Progress Leader of Year 7 Mrs Burrows said all students behaved impeccably and were a credit to 
the school. 
 

Facebook 
We have recently be informed that some of our Students have been posting inappropriate photos of 
themselves on Facebook. Can all parents be extra vigilant over the holiday period in checking their 
children’s Facebook pages. 
 

Lost Property 
A large number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items 
should go to Pupil Reception, where they will be able to check in the lost property room for their 
belongings.  Any items left over will be taken to local charity shops. 
 

Year 12 Parental Consultation Wednesday 14 January 2015 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
Appointment schedules will be sent out after the Christmas break. 
 

Year 11 Parental Consultation Tuesday 20 January 2015 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
Invitations to the forthcoming parental consultation will be handed out to students later this week. It is 
imperative that we receive the reply slips back no later than Thursday 8 January 2015 to enable 
scheduling to take place. 
 

Visit 
As part of our programme to provide our students with information, advice and guidance about their 
potential post 18 pathway, fourteen Sixth Form students are presently visiting Selwyn College, 
University of Cambridge where they are taking part in a programme of activities designed to show 
students what it would be like to live and study in Cambridge. 
 

2016 Admissions Policy Consultation 
From Friday 19 December 2014 to 20 February 2015, consultation will take place on the Admissions 
Policy for 2016.  Please see website for detail and the draft policy from Friday 19 December. 
 

Christmas Break 
School will finish at 1.00pm on Friday, 19 December.  Thank you to staff and students for all your hard 
work over the last term.  We hope we all enjoy a restful and peaceful break and look forward to 
working with the school community in 2015, when school re-opens on Monday, 5 January. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 


