
 

 

                                                                                                                                   
 17 December 2013 

Dear Parents           
                                                                                               
General Letter No 14 
 
Stephen Botterill RIP 
As you will be aware of the sad loss of Stephen Botterill, a Year 13 student, it has been decided that Christmas 
celebrations in school will not be as exuberant as usual.  The Sixth Form have cancelled the Fancy Dress and Rich 
Man, Poor Man events which were due to take place this week.  A memorial/celebration event is planned to take place 
later in the school year in memory of Stephen, whose funeral will take place on Thursday.  Please continue to 
remember Stephen, his family and friends in your prayers.  
 
Christmas Carol Concert and Carol Services 
Thank you to all staff and students who contributed to yesterday evening’s Carol Concert at Leeds Trinity University 
College.  We were very pleased to see so many parents, families and friends of the school.  The French Exchange 
staff and students were also able to join us for this Christmas celebration.  On Friday morning three Carol Services will 
take place in school.  These services give opportunity for all students to join in a school community celebration of 
Christmas at the start of their Christmas break. 
 
Advent 
During Advent, we continue to raise funds to support our four charities: St. Gemma’s Hospice, Catholic Care, Cafod, 
and Martin House. Our total for the end of last week was £2366.65.  
 
As ever the activities are creative and varied and include: a Cake Making Competition, and Staff Raffle, Cross Bar 
Challenge, Basketball Shoot (please send in your sponsorship), 8C are still taking orders for personalised candy cane, 
which cost 50p and come with a red ribbon/gift tag! They will make a lovely stocking filler.  The very popular X Factor 
continues and any 20p pieces will be welcomed to fill the Chaplaincy smartie tube challenge.  Thanks to Mr Harvey for 
organising the Santa Dash, in aid of St Gemma's Hospice. 

 
During our Advent fund-raising, it would be appreciated if students continue to bring in a small amount of cash to 
support these various activities.   
 
Senior Citizens Christmas Party 
Over 40 of our community Senior Citizens are today invited to a festive Christmas celebration party organised by Year 
12 students, with drama entertainment by Year 7, and festive carols by the School Choirs.  All visitors will receive a 
Christmas Hamper, containing gifts donated by students and parents, whose generosity is greatly appreciated.  
Thanks also to the many staff who transport our visitors to and from the party. 
 
Progress on Headteacher Recruitment: Message from St. Mary’s Academy Council 
Mr Lavery, Chair of St. Mary’s Academy Council would like to inform you that the process to recruit a new 
Headteacher has commenced. A Recruitment Panel has been set up to place the advert in early January 2014 to 
appoint from September 2014, with proposed interview dates of 12/13 February.   In the meanwhile the Governors 
have every confidence in the current interim leadership.  Governors wish all parents a Happy and Holy Christmas. 
 
A-Level Presentation Evening 
We look forward to seeing our last year’s Year 13 students and families at the Presentation Evening on Wednesday 
18 December at 7.00pm when we are very pleased to welcome Greg Mulholland MP, Leeds North West, as our guest 
speaker. 
 
Pastoral Letters 
Pastoral Letters from the Student Progress Letters will be issued with this letter. 
 
 



 

 

Year 12 Parental Consultation Wednesday 15 January 2014 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
Appointment schedules will be sent out after the Christmas break. 
 
Year 11 Parental Consultation Tuesday 21 January 2014 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
Invitations to the forthcoming parental consultation were handed to students yesterday with a return date of Thursday 
19 December.  Please return these promptly to enable work to commence on the scheduling of the evening. 
 
Year 7 Data Sheets and Parents’ Evening Questionnaires 
Attendance at the recent parents’ consultation evenings for Year 7 was very good and this was an excellent 
opportunity for staff to meet with parents of students at the start of their secondary education at St. Mary’s.  Please 
return all data sheets, even if there are no amendments, so that we can ensure our data is accurate. Please also 
complete the questionnaires, which are a vital link in the care of our students.  Please return all paperwork by the end 
of term if possible.  With thanks for your cooperation.  
 
Year 7 Pantomime: report 
Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed the pantomime, “Sleeping Beauty”: all students behaved impeccably and were a 
credit to the school.   
 
Year 8 Residential   
Information packs regarding the Year 8 Residential were sent out to parents last week.  Parents are asked to 
complete and return both the green Outward Bound Enrolment Form and the E1 Parental Consent as soon as 
possible.  The deadline for returns is Monday 6 January. 
 
Visits   

 As part of our programme to provide our students with information, advice and guidance about their potential post 
18 pathway, twelve Sixth Form students are presently visiting Selwyn College, University of Cambridge where 
they are taking part in a programme of activities designed to show students what it would be like to live and study 
in Cambridge. 

 As part of their A Level Drama studies, Sixth Form students later this week take part in a two day visit to London 
to see two pieces of theatre, ‘One Man Two Guvnors’ and ‘A Woman in Black’.  They will also take part in a 
workshop at Pineapple Studios. 
   

Christmas Message from the Mnyakanya community in South Africa to St. Mary’s community 
CHRISTMAS : The good and special time has arrived, the time for relief and friendship. 

This is the time when we at the Mnyakanya high school community, would like to wish everyone at St Marys a 
prosperous festive season and MERRY CHRISTMAS.  This is a special note for us to share feelings of thoughts and 
remembrance of our fellow friends and partners.  It has been a wonderful experience to work with such a well-
informed institution like St Marys.   
 
This time of the year is characterised by peace, love and understanding.  We have tried to understand each other, 
love each other like brothers and sisters.  
 
The concept of UBUNTU teaches us reprocity in our life.  It teaches us to share; sharing our cultures with St Marys 
over the years has advanced our understanding of human race.  We hope that our partnership will be sustained for 
ever as we will be making history for the future generation.   
 
Quoting from the words of South African President Honourable Mr Jacob Zuma “WORKING TOGETHER WE CAN 
DO MORE.” yes indeed working together is the only way to achieve more goals.   

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS FESTIVE SEASON 
 
Bambisanani Partnership   
A number of unique items have been donated to raise money to support The Bambisanani Partnership.  Items 
including signed football shirts, rugby shirts, rugby balls and a hand-made dolls house can be viewed on the school 
website http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Pages/default.aspx. The best offers over the guide price received by 
Wednesday 18 December will secure the items.  Please contact Jackie Ash at school j.ash@stmarysmenston.org to 
make a bid.  
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Lost Property 
A large number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items should go to 
Pupil Reception, where they will be able to check in the lost property room for their belongings.  Any items left over will 
be taken to local charity shops. 

 
Christmas Break 
School will finish at 1.00pm on Friday, 20 December.   Thank you to staff and students for all your hard work over the 
last term.  We hope we all enjoy a restful and peaceful break and look forward to working with the school community 
in 2014, when school re-opens on Monday, 6 January. 
 

 
A Christmas Prayer 

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 
shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 
grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.   Amen 

 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   


