
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           17 December 2012 
General Letter No 14 
 

 
 
Pastoral Letters 
Please find, with this General Letter, Pastoral letters from the Student Progress Leader for each year  group.  
 
Sixth Form Presentation Evening: Thursday 20 December at 7.00 pm 
We welcome Stuart Andrew MP, as our guest speaker at our Sixth Form Presentation Evening.  We look forward to 
seeing our former students as they return to receive their certificates and to celebrate their education and 
achievements at St. Mary’s.   
 
Christmas Carol Concert and Carol Services 
Thank you to all staff and students who contributed to yesterday evening’s Carol Concert at Leeds Trinity University 
College.  We were very pleased to see so many parents, families and friends of the school.  The French Exchange 
staff and students were also able to join us for this Christmas celebration.  On Friday morning three Carol Services will 
take place in school.  These services give opportunity for all students to join in a school community celebration of 
Christmas at the start of their Christmas break. 
 
Senior Citizens Christmas Party 
48 of our community Senior Citizens enjoyed a festive celebration on Friday afternoon, ably organised by Year 12 
students, with drama entertainment by Year 7, and festive carols by the School Choirs.  All visitors went home with a 
Christmas Hamper, containing gifts donated by students and parents, whose generosity is greatly appreciated.  
Thanks also to the many staff who transport our visitors to and from the party. 
 
Christmas Dinner 
Christmas dinner is served today, Wednesday and Thursday. For £3.50 students can enjoy a full Christmas lunch of 
turkey with all the trimmings, a pudding, a drink and, of course, a Christmas cracker.  Lunch will be provided for Years 
9 and 10 (and the French exchange students) on Wednesday and for Years 11 and the 6

th
 form on Thursday.  Lunch 

will commence at 12.45pm on each day for those years taking the Christmas lunch. There will be normal lunch service 
for all other students from 1.10pm.   
 
Break time snacks will not be available in this final week of term and therefore you may wish to provide your child with 
an additional snack.  On Friday, a packed lunch will be available to students who normally receive free school meals: 
please request this through Mr Tindall, Facilities Manager. 
 
Advent Appeal 
We have currently collected £3,509.33 in our Advent Appeal for our charities: St. Gemma’s Hospice, Catholic 
Care, Cafod, and Martin House.   Please support your child in supporting our charities, by ensuring they have a little 
cash for activities organised at school. 



 

 Non-Uniform Day: Thursday 20 December: Students can donate £1 to our charities to come to school on 
Thursday out of uniform.  Sixth Form students will make a collection for the Advent Appeal.  We ask for parents’ 
support in ensuring that there are no extremes of fashion. 

 Very many competitions and events are taking place and have been organised by year groups, form groups and 
individuals.   

 Thanks to Mr Harvey, Mr Smickersgill, Mr Last, Mr Davis, Jamie and Daniel Hoar and the McDonnell family, who 
took part in the Santa Dash, in aid of St Gemma's Hospice.  

 2 Christmas hampers, one of luxury food items, and another smaller one of sweets.  Raffle tickets are still 
available for the Christmas Hampers, at 25p each, £1 for  a strip of five.  They can be bought, either at pupil 
reception, or by sending money to School in an envelope marked Christmas Hamper raffle and your child’s name 
and registration group, posted in the box by M2.  Tickets will be returned via your child.  

 
Bambisanani Christmas Cards/Gifts 
It is not too late to support our partner school, Mnyakanya High School in Kwa Zulu Natal, by ‘gifting’ presents.  All 
documentation is available on the school website.    More information on the Bambisanani Partnership can be found 
on www.bambisananipartnership.com 
 
Reducing Smoking Initiative 
A team from the Institute of Psychological Sciences University of Leeds will be in school on Tuesday and Wednesday 
to begin their work with Year 7 regarding the above initiative.  Feedback from the other 8,500 year 7 pupils involved in 
the initiative is that it is enjoyable, makes them feel important and part of a worthy research programme. 
 
Year 8 Ullswater Residential 
The information pack for the Year 8 Residential was distributed to students last Friday.  Please ensure that both the 
Outward Bound and the E1 Parental Consent forms are returned by Monday, 18 January (Final payments for the 
Residential are due by 11 January 2013).   
 
Year 8 Parent Consultations 
Appointment schedules for the forthcoming parent consultations will be issued to students in the new year. 
 
Christmas Break 
School will finish at 1.00pm on Friday, 21 December.  
 
Have a Happy and Holy Christmas.  Thank you to staff and students for all your hard work over the last term.  I hope 
we all enjoy a restful and peaceful break and I look forward to working with the school community in 2013, when 
school re-opens on Monday, 7 January. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
 

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 
shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 

 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

 
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 

grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.   Amen 
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