
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           8 January 2013 
General Letter No 15 
 
Welcome 
Welcome to all parents, carers and students to the new term.  I hope that you have all had a good break and a 
peaceful Christmas.   
 
As the New Year starts, it is a good time to look ahead. There are many opportunities for St. Mary’s in 2013, as well 
as many challenges.  Like all schools, we will continue to look forward, looking for improvements.  We are in a strong 
position with outstanding outcomes and plans for the future.   
 
In the short term, we continue to work towards Academy status. The proposed conversion date is March 2013 when 
St. Mary’s and its feeder schools will become a Catholic Multi Academy Trust.  The Trust board is being formed and 
the articles of association are being drawn up.  At the moment things are on track, but we are not complacent and 
continue to work with the Diocese and DfE to ensure a smooth conversion.   
 
Our medium term plan is to look at buildings.  We are popular and growing, but some of the facilities need updating. 
As capital money is only available for Academies, we have plans at the ready to bid for funding.  I have written on 
numerous occasions to Mr Gove, and will continue to do so to give our students the facilities that they deserve. 
 

Last year we were informed by Ofsted that they were not going to visit because their assessment was that we were 
doing exceptionally well. The earliest that they will visit is Summer 2013. As a school, we would relish an inspection so 
they can validate that we are an excellent school providing a World Class Catholic Education. 
 
Best wishes to everyone in 2013. We are looking forward to working in partnership to make this year even better than 
the last. 
 
Advent Appeal:  £7,307.16 
Thank you for all your support for our advent appeal.  The whole school community has excelled in its dedication to 
raising money for those less fortunate than ourselves.  Students thoroughly enjoyed organising and participating in 
advent activities and events and the huge effort made in December by staff and students has produced a current total 
of £7,307.16 in our Advent Appeal.  This will be presented to our charities: St. Gemma’s Hospice, Catholic Care, 
Cafod, and Martin House at our Feast Day Mass.  Please send in any further donations in support of the appeal to the 
Finance office.  Various hampers have been distributed to winners, including Mrs Hutchinson and the Inglehearn 
family for the Support Staff hampers. 
 
Sixth Form Presentation Evening 
The presentation of certificates and prizes took place on the last Thursday of term.  We welcomed Stuart Andrew MP, 
as our guest speaker It was a pleasure to meet again with our former students and families and catch up on their 
progress in the next step of their education, and in the world of work.  The following special prizes and certificates 
were awarded on the evening:  
Art Jasper McGilvray History Emily Dowden 
Biology 
Chemistry 

Megan Wright 
Megan Noble 

ICT 
Law 

Dominic Celica 
Alessandra Valle-Metaxas 

Economics 
English Language 
English Literature 

Dario Di Pietro 
Christopher Winn 
Benjamin Jackson 

Mathematics 
Further Maths 
Music 

Niamh Hester 
Luke McKay 
Matthew Roberts 

French Amy Newton PE Emma Harper 
General Studies Declan Barry Physics Matthew Sullivan 
German Lucy Cross Product Design Gemma Hirst 
Government & Politics Edward Hyde BTEC Sports Studies Olivia Taylor 
Health and Social Alexandra Cooper Psychology Olivia Barraclough 
Theatre Studies Bethany Knight Theology Bridget Addison Child 
English Dual Amber Garland Jones   
Special prizes were also awarded for: 
Outstanding Achievement in Maths William Byrne 
Highest Points Score at A level Lukasz Marianowski Amy Newton 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/publications/Documents/Ofsted%20Interim%20Assessment%20-%20March%202012.pdf


 

Highest Average Points Score at A level William Byrne 
Greatest Progress from KS4 to A level 
The Kevin Leaver Memorial Geography Prize 
Sports College Award for Excellence in Sport 

Lucy Cross 
Torquil Hall 
Matthew Wagner 

Mathematics Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership James Clarke 
Science Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership  Sinead Burke 
PE Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership Brogan O’Connor, Jonathan Helstrip 
Communications Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership  Jack Loughlin 
Humanities Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership 
Creative Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership 
Governors’ Award 

Laura Threapleton 
Rebecca Parry, Declan Barry 
Freya Kew, Bridget Addison Child, Luke McKay 

The Bambisanani and Diana Awards 
 

Jamie Carter, Torquil Hall, Ciara Hanstock, 
Freya Kew, Brogan O’Connor, 
Alessandra Valle-Metaxas, George Brabin 

The Sbonelo Magwaza Award 
Aireborough Rotary Service Above Self Service 

Brogan O’Connor 
Freya Kew 

 
Pupil Safety  
During December in the bus bay during early morning drop off, two “near misses” involving buses and pupils were 
reported.  The schools vehicle risk assessment has been reviewed as a result.  Clearly safety of our pupils is 
paramount.  Please would parents be especially vigilant when dropping off and picking up children, ensuring to move 
up the bus bay and drop off in the designated bays, keeping the zebra crossing clear, and helping to avoid traffic 
backing up on the A65.  Please remind students that they must only cross at the zebra crossing. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
Year 8 Parent Consultations 
Parent Consultations for Year 8 Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn take place this evening and appointment 
schedules for Year 8 More, Postgate and Wharton for Wednesday 16 January will be issued this week. 
 
Year 11 Reports 
It is hoped that Year 11 reports will be issued on Friday along with target grades.  This is a vital time for Year 11 
students to consolidate their KS4 learning and perform at their best in examinations.  We wish students well in their 
January examinations. We are confident that parents will support and encourage students in their revision for 
forthcoming examinations. 
 
Year 9 immunisations - DTP/MMR  
Consent forms will be issued this week: please return by 4 February 2013.  Immunisations will take place on 6 March. 
 
Sports News 
Year 7 student Isobelle Palmer is making a name for herself in the field of Dressage, following the success of the GB 
Dressage Team at the Olympics.  Isobelle, who is in Year 7, has been riding since she was two years old and 
competes regularly in adult dressage events on her pony Gregonne Coco Chanel, a 14.2hh Welsh/thoroughbred 
mare, stable name Coco.  Isobelle has won numerous competitions and is due to compete at the Para Festival of 
Dressage and Winter Championships in March.  The successful partnership has also half qualified for the 2013 
National Championships: a promising future lies ahead for Isobelle and Coco. 
 
Year 8 student Christopher Jackson has been selected for the U13 Central Yorkshire Rugby Union Development 
Squad at a recent outstanding assessment day at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Wakefield, at which the 
standard was extremely high.  Chris will now take part in the first training session to be held in February and we wish 
him every success for the future.   
 
Year of Faith 
In form registration, students are following the Walk with Me 
Calendar: this weekend we are asked to remember our 
baptism and the baptism of the Lord as we ask for the gift of 
faith. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
 


