
 

 

 
Dear Parents                      9 January 2018 
 
General Letter No 16 
 
 
Welcome back to the new term to all parents, carers and 
students.  We hope that you have had a good break and a 
peaceful Christmas. 
 
At assemblies this week I have highlighted to students their 
incredible hard work and generosity in raising an astounding 
amount for our school charities.  The advent appeal has been 
supported by students and their families, with very strong input 
by all staff: form tutors, Student Progress Leaders and support 
staff.  The final figure will be confirmed next week.   
 
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal 
St. Vincent’s have contacted St. Mary’s regarding our kind donation of food via the Christmas Hamper 
Appeal. They advised, at the centre, they help families who would otherwise struggle and are only 
able to do this because of the kindness of people like our students and parents. We thank you, as 
always for your on-going support, kindness and generosity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord of the Flies: School Production 
The cast are working extremely hard on rehearsal and 
preparation for the forthcoming performances of Lord of the 
Flies which will take place on Tuesday 6 February to Friday 9 
February commencing at 7.00 pm. Tickets are £8 for adults 
and £6 for concessions and will be on sale from Wednesday 
17 January from pupil reception at lunchtimes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 11 Achievement and Guidance Evening 
Parents of Year 11 students should have received a letter with details of their individual appointments 
on one of the forthcoming interview evenings: Wednesday 17 January or Wednesday 24 January 
2018 5:30pm – 7:30pm. Please contact Mrs Robertson at e.robertson@stmarysmenston.org if you 
are not in receipt of this letter. 
 



 

 

Year 8 Residential  
Year 8 students are looking forward to their Ullswater residential experience.  All outstanding 
payments are now due.  Parents are also asked to return both completed consent/medical forms by 
Friday, 12 January.  Please make sure that all parts are completed.  If your son/daughter suffers from 
asthma, a lung condition, diabetes, allergies, epilepsy, has a heart condition or angina, parents must 
also complete a supplementary medical form.  These forms can be downloaded from the Outward 
Bound website https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/schools-colleges-and-youth-
groups/information-for-parents/  Completed supplementary medical forms should also be returned to 
school via Form Tutors.   
 
Year 9 immunisations 
Year 9 immunisation forms for Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio (DTP) and Meningitis ACWY 
vaccinations will be sent home with the pupils this week.  The forms will need to be returned by Friday 
9 February please.  The immunisations take place on Wednesday 21 March. 
 
Year 7 & 8 Confirmation programme 
The Confirmation programme for Year 7 and 8 students, who are members of Ss Peter & Paul Parish 
starts on Sunday 21 January at 5pm.  Please contact Fr Carlisle at the parish, or Mrs Findlay in 
school, for further information. 
 
Student News 
Year 10 student Joe Nicol is the best U16 platform diver in the UK.  He is currently ranked 15th in 
Europe in the same category.  Joe trains 19 hours per week at Shipley pool, getting up at 4.30am 
from Tuesday to Friday, all before putting in a full day’s work at school.  He has won national 
competitions, most recently in National Age Groups in July and has also competed at international 
level.  Well done Joe!  
 
Callum Hall 
We were delighted to hear that former St. Mary’s student and para-athlete, Callum Hall has been 
chosen to represent England at the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games 2018, to be held in 
Queensland, Australia in April, competing in the Marathon.  Callum’s wife, Jade Jones, has also been 
selected for the squad.  Since leaving St. Mary’s, Callum has been a great friend of the school and 
attended a presentation in 2013.  We wish Callum, and Jade the very best of luck!   
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Menston St Mary’s Badminton Club 
The Menston St. Mary’s Badminton Club is open each Tuesday evening during term time from 8 - 
10pm in the school Sports Hall. The club was first formed over 30 years ago and was originally set up 
as a social/sporting club for adults in the parishes of the St. Mary’s catchment area. The club is 
suitable for both experienced players and also beginners who would like to try a new sport. The club 
is not in a league so the play is on a social basis with games arranged so that everyone plays with a 
wide variety of other people during the evening. The club will be open on Tuesday 9 January and 
everyone will be made very welcome. If you would like any further information please contact Paul 
Newman on 01943 864165 or 07710 399436. 
 
Family fun at the Manor House commencing Saturday 13 January 
Please follow this link for details of this and future events. 
https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/2018-Family-Fun-First-Half-programme-single.pdf 
 
Bad Weather Information 
In the event of bad weather, information regarding possible school closure will be posted on the Home 
Page of the school’s website www.stmarysmenston.org  by 7.00 am.  A text message will also be sent 
to parents via their email contact. In addition, Radio Leeds will read out a school closure list. 
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New Year Non-Uniform Day: Friday 5 January 2018 
The Student Council instigated a non-uniform day last Friday to fund-raise to provide support for our 
students from families in need within our community and to support our anti-bullying programme. 
Students were requested to donate £1 towards this cause, and raised an amount of £625.  Thank you 
to the students and their parents for your on-going support of this and other worthy causes.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 


