
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           22 January 2013 
 
General Letter No 17 
 
Last week I informed governors, and yesterday I informed staff that I have been offered and accepted a position as 
Senior Her Majesty's Inspector of Education.  I have accepted the post with mixed emotions because of the excellent 
work taking place in this school, the wonderful staff, parents and above all the outstanding students.  However it is a 
real privilege to be offered a post leading a team of HMI in the region, and for this reason I have accepted the role 
which will start after Easter.  I leave St. Mary's in a strong position to face the future, and the challenges which face all 
schools.  It has been a real honour to serve such a wonderful school and I will continue to keep in touch with the 
community and Diocese. 
 
The governors are in discussion this week regarding the future, and be assured that you will be kept in touch with the 
developments. 
 
 

 
We are very much looking forward to the performance of Miss Saigon, tickets are on sale at lunchtime at Pupil 
Reception.  Please send in cheques made payable to St Mary’s School with details of adult/child tickets and which 
performance you would like, via your child, or in an envelope clearly marked ‘Miss Saigon’. 
 
Year 9 Mass 
Year 9 Mass was a great celebration with contributions from the whole year group.  The theme was ‘Shine your light 
and inspire those around you’.  Our thanks to celebrant Fr Tom O’Connor, whose homily encompassed the whole 
spirit of the theme and the year group.  We thank our Vice Chair of Governors, Mrs Hyde, for joining with us in our 
celebration.  The whole year group enjoyed cheese and biscuits after the Mass.  
 
Year 10 Assessment Week:  
Year 10 internal class based assessments are taking place this week. 
 
German Exchange 
Students are departing on Friday for a week’s visit to exchange partners in Vossenack, accompanied by Mrs Childs 
and Mr Sinnett.  Excursions are planned to Cologne, Monschau and Aachen.  Students will spend time with their host 
families, and benefit from experiencing German language and exploring family culture.  A return visit will take place in 
March. 
 
 



 

Year 11 Parent Consultation 
Year 11 Parent Consultation due to be held this evening, has been postponed.  Y11 Parents will be informed of a new 
date as soon as possible. 
 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
It is the time of year when generally Year 9 students begin to prepare to receive the sacrament of Confirmation. 
Students should approach their parish priest for information on this preparation, in particular, letters of application.  
Could parents please support their children, in their making a personal approach to their respective parish priest.   

 Our Lady and All Saints, Otley Those Young people in year 9 or above in this parish who are interested in 
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation are invited along with their parents to the "Are you Ready?" taster 
session on Sunday 27 January at 6.00pm in the Parish Centre (Clitherow House), Otley.  

 
Vacancies: 

 SENCO: 
To be advertised nationally on Friday 18 January, this post is available from Easter and carries a TLR1a (£7,323).  
Further details are available on the school website.  Closing date for applications to the Headteacher is Friday 1 
February 2013. 

 TEACHING ASSISTANT 
A post has arisen for a permanent Teaching Assistant within school.  The post is for 28 hours per week, term time only 
plus 2 additional days.  Salary is NJC scale A1-B1 (actual salary £7,923 - £10,678).  The closing date for applications 
is Monday 28 January 2013 to Amanda Whelan.   

 VISITOR RECEPTIONIST:  
This post has become available in order to increase capacity as part of the academy conversion, temporary until 31 
August 2013.  The post is 37 hours per week, term time only plus 10 days.  Hours of work 8.00am to 4.00pm.  Salary 
NJC scale B1 (actual salary £13,488-£14,699).  Closing date for applications to Amanda Whelan is Friday 1 February 
2013. 
Further details and application forms for all posts are available on the school website. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 


