
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                                                                                                 28 January 2014 
 
General Letter No 18 
 
Excellent Results 
As you will have seen in the media last week, school performance tables were published by the 
Government. Despite the many changes to the criteria for measuring schools, St. Mary’s continues to 
perform exceptionally well when compared with similar schools on a local and national level. This is 
down to the continued hard work of our staff and students, ably supported by our parents. This is 
recognised by David Laws the Minister of State for Schools, who has written to us this week 
congratulating us on our performance. His letter also informed us that our results place us in the top 
100 non selective state schools in the country at GCSE: a fantastic achievement that we are 
immensely proud of. 
 
Bradford Council Consultation on School Transport 
The consultation is ongoing. 

http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/schooltransport/Pages/Protecting-our-Transport-
Consultation.aspx  Please see the link on our website for advice and guidance as to how parents can 

register opposition to the proposals and for information about the open meetings. In addition there is a 
petition that can be signed by parents and other interested parties. You can download the petition by 
following the above link and hand in at pupil reception. Alternatively you can call into school to sign 
the petition in person at visitor reception. Thank you for your ongoing support regarding this issue. 
 
Macbeth 
Tickets are still available for our production of Macbeth. Please encourage families and members of 
our local community to come and enjoy this excellent drama performance. Students have worked 
extremely hard to present this Shakespeare production and your support would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
 
Parental Consultation Evening 4.00pm to 6.30pm 
Year 8 Parent Consultation meetings take place this Thursday for Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and 
Gwyn. 
 
Year 9 Immunisations 
Please return completed immunisation forms by Friday 31 January. 

  
Escape Course  

This supportive course for parents/carers provides the opportunity to talk to others and develop a 

problem solving approach in communicating with teenagers.  The course lasts for six weeks and 
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starts at Brownlee Stone Centre on Thursday 27 February 9.15 – 11.15.  For further information 

please contact either Mrs Metcalfe at school or Amy Shaffrey on 0113 336 7724 or email 

shaffra01@leedslearning.net 

 
Give it 100% 

Pupils achieving 100% attendance in November were entered into a prize draw organised by Leeds 

Education.  Three lucky pupils, George Vanner, Kiera Dunne and Reece Wilson, received gift 

vouchers.  Congratulations to all pupils who gave it 100% and were entered in the draw. 

 
Apprenticeship Vacancies – Craven College 
Students can access details of current Apprenticeship vacancies at Craven College on the Learning 
Platform. These opportunities are available immediately.  Students looking for Apprenticeships later in 
the year, after exams etc please contact Sarah Hussain shussain@craven-college.ac.uk. Interviews 
for Apprenticeship applicants for the 2014/15 intake are now starting to take place. There is an 
opportunity to attend an Advice and Application Evening on Thursday 6 February 5pm – 7.30pm at 
Craven College. Representatives from the Apprenticeship Team will be there to field any questions 
and take applications for 2014/15 as well as for current vacancies. 
 
Payments by Students 
Could parents please ensure that payments for trips and revision guides are placed in a clearly 
marked envelope and that your child knows to put in the grey Finance Box outside the small hall.  Can 
students ensure they bring in the correct change for dinner money/re-valuer as change cannot be 
given from the Finance Office. 
 
Mobile Phones 
We are concerned about the number of pupils who do not follow the current policy regarding the use 
of mobile phones, this states that mobile phones must not be used on the school premises.  A 
reminder that parents should not contact students via mobile phone during the school day: if there is 
an issue then parents are able to contact Pupil Reception. Students have been reminded of this 
procedure and are able to contact parents, via Pupil Reception, if necessary. Students in Years 7 – 11  
using phones in the school building will have their phone confiscated and then kept until 3pm THE 
FOLLOWING DAY apart from a Friday, where parents can come in and collect the phone by 4pm.  A 
temporary mobile phone may be provided in certain circumstances and parents will be informed by 
email or telephone call if a phone has been confiscated.  
 
Sixth Form students are permitted to use mobile phones in the common room at break and 
lunchtime.  As space is limited, they may also use the area outside the common room, around Pupil 
Reception and under the canopy, but only at break and lunchtime.  If students use their mobile 
phones elsewhere then the phones will be confiscated, as for lower school pupils. 
 
Fundraising for Charity 
A group of St. Mary’s staff are hoping to raise money for charity by cycling a popular coast to coast 
route.  Inspired by the forthcoming Tour de France, the group will start their gruelling two day ride 
from Morecambe on 8 April, finishing in Bridlington on the evening of 9 April, covering approximately 
150 miles.  Mr Hamill, Mr Wilkes, Mr Sinnett, Mr Manfredi and Mr Singleton will cycle the route with Mr 
Tunnecliff and Mr Twitchell providing back up support.  The group’s chosen charity is Martin House 
Hospice who care for children and young people with progressive life-limiting illnesses.  Donations are 
welcomed via their Just Giving site www.justgiving.com/StMarysCoastToCoast2014   
 
Vacancy 
A vacancy is available from February for a Reprographics Technician, 20 hours per week, term time 
only plus 5 additional days.  Salary on the NJC scale A1-A3, points 10-13, £14,013 - £15,598 (actual 
salary £6,450 - £7,179).  Hours of work 8.30 am – 12.30 pm Monday to Friday.  Further details and 
application form are available on the school website. Closing date for applications to Amanda Whelan 
is Monday 10 February 2014. 
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Preparation of the Sacrament of Confirmation 
The Preparation of the Sacrament of Confirmation has begun in Our Lady and All Saints Church in 
Otley.  We are inviting any student interested to receive this Sacrament, to come along with their 
Parent or Parents to the first welcome evening and session in the Parish Centre (Clitherow House) on 
2 March from 6.00pm until 7.30pm.  We look forward to meeting everyone. Any further enquires 
contact Helen Kington (Youth Ministry Co-ordinator) on 07914 018621. 
 
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome Helen Kington to St. Mary’s to support the work of the 
Spiritual Life team. Helen is Youth Ministry Co-ordinator at Otley and we look forward to her enriching 
the pastoral care of our students. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   


