
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           29 January 2013 
 
General Letter No 18 
 
Performance Tables 
In the third week in January performance tables for schools are published.  Headteachers are often asked for quotes 
to put in the newspapers.   There was no shortage of comment because of the GCSE English fiasco which still has not 
come to a conclusion.  This year there were also new measures in the tables, and much comment on the percentage 
of students who not only achieve 5+A* to C inc English and Maths at GCSE (a standard that has been used for a few 
years), but also for post 16, the percentage of students who achieved AAB in certain A level subjects (known as 
facilitating subjects).  I am pleased that St. Mary’s has excelled in these measures, but I am also pleased that the 
league tables show that all of our students (regardless of ability on intake), have done extremely well.  This is seen in 
the Value Added score of the school which takes into account the starting points of the students.  Our positive Value 
Added score shows that all groups of students are achieving their potential.  To browse the tables and the data, here 
is the link. 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/ 
 

 
We are very much looking forward to the performance of Miss Saigon, tickets are on sale at lunchtime at Pupil 
Reception.  Tickets are selling fast so to avoid any disappointment at missing this production be sure to send in your 
ticket requirements as soon as possible.  Please send in cheques made payable to St Mary’s School with details of 
adult/child tickets and which performance you would like, via your child, or in an envelope clearly marked ‘Miss 
Saigon’. 
 
Year 11 Parent Consultation 
Y11 Parent Consultation has been rescheduled to take place on Monday 11 February.  Appointment times remain the 
same as your original letter.  A reminder of these times will be sent out via your son/daughter nearer to the 
rescheduled date. 
 
Examinations 
External examinations are completed on Wednesday this week.  Students have conducted themselves impeccably 
during the whole process. We would like to express our thanks to our Examinations Officer, team of invigilators and 
teaching assistants for their efficiency.   
 
Year 10 internal assessments have taken place in all subjects and feedback will be given to students. Parents will 
have the opportunity to discuss matters with staff at the forthcoming parent consultation in March.  In the interim 
period, should you have any concerns regarding the assessments please contact Mr Priestley.  
 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/


 

Safer Internet Day 2013 'Connect with Respect' 
  
Safer Internet Day 2013 will take place on Tuesday 5 February and will be the tenth anniversary of the event. This 
year's theme to 'connect with respect' will encourage pupils to consider what their online rights are, considering  
questions such as whether we have the right to stay safe online? To enjoy the internet? To have the right to good 
quality and easy to find information? Pupils will also reflect on their online responsibilities, considering how the way 
that they behave online can affect their own and other people's experiences. In school this week pupils will be given 
the opportunity to consider the implications of using technology both within and outside of the classroom. This will take 
place in form time and in tutorial lessons this week.  
For further information on this national event, please see the school's learning platform.  
  
Extremes of Fashion 
A reminder to all parents as to the guidelines in the pupil planner re hairstyles (pg 23).  Unnatural hair colours, 
extremely short hair, including tram lines, are not permitted.  If parents require clarification of this statement please 
contact the relevant Head of Year or Mr Priestley in advance to avoid any difficult situations arising.  I am sure you 
appreciate that we cannot anticipate what the next ‘fashion’ will entail hence our general statement. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 


