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Dear Parents         9 February 2016 
 
General Letter No 19 
 
The Crucible 
The performances of the Crucible were absolutely outstanding.  This is a challenging production, both 
in content, but also in the dialogue and the students performed this to an incredibly high standard.   
We have already received many positive comments from people who were fortunate enough to 
witness the performances and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the students, staff and all 
members of the school community who supported the production.  
 
Safety of Students 
Please remind students to be extra-vigilant when crossing roads on the way into school, particularly 
near the busy junction near the ambulance station and on the crossings just outside of school.  
Students need to be mindful that it is difficult for drivers to see them on dark and wet days, and 
parents have expressed particular concern about students using earphones not being fully aware of 
the traffic.   
 
Year 13 CRS Environment Day 
Year 13 students took part in a day on the Environment as part of their Catholic Religious Studies 
programme, the day culminated in our annual trashion show where students modelled items of 
clothing made from recycled materials.  There will be pictures of the event on the website very shortly. 
 
Safer Internet Day 
Tuesday was Safer Internet Day. Year 7 attended an assembly given by the school safety officer, PC  
Bissett with regard to using internet sites safely. 
 
Year 11 Assembly 
We are pleased to inform parents that Year 11 will have an extra assembly on Thursday where PC 
Bissett will be highlighting some issues in the community and give strategies for dealing with these 
issues. 
 
 

“Now, now– it is the Lord who speaks- come back to me with all your heart…. 
Turn to the Lord your God again, for He is all tenderness and compassion.” 

 
The beginning of Lent is marked by Ash Wednesday. Every member of the school community will 
have the opportunity to attend one of the four services.  In receiving the sign of the cross we hope to 
make a change for the better and reflect Gods love, compassion and mercy. 
 
Year 8 Mass and Blessing of the Door of Mercy 
On Thursday morning Fr Lawrie Hulme will celebrate Mass for Year 8 students.  Thursday is the 
memorial of Our of Lady of Lourdes and the theme of the Mass is ‘Do whatever he tells you’. Year 8 
pupils will reflect upon and look forward to their forthcoming Residential and drawing closer to 
becoming the person God intended them to be. Our Door of Mercy displays the image and 
representation of every member of our community to remind us that we are each made in God’s 
image and throughout this Year of Mercy will reflect his goodness.  Fr Hulme will bless the Door of 
Mercy at this Mass. 
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Year 9 Assessment Week 
Year 9 internal assessments are taking place this week.  These are class based assessments and will 
help inform subjects of progress towards target grades. 
 
Year 12 and Year 13 Re-sits 
These take place on the afternoons of Tuesday to Friday inclusive and are being run as formal exams 
commencing at 3.15pm. 
 
Parental Consultation Evening 8MPW 
Parental consultation will take place, Thursday 11 February 4.00pm – 6.30pm for Year 8 More, 
Postgate and Wharton.  Appointments have been made on-line by parents.  Please sign in when you 
arrive and collect your data form for completion. 
 
Year 8 Residential 
Year 8 students are participating in the Year 8 Residential from Monday 22 February to Friday 26 
February.  A copy of the Kit List can be found on www.obtrust-precourse.info  Students should bring a 
packed lunch to eat on their arrival at the Outward Bound Centre – the first meal provided by the 
Centre will be in the evening.  Students should bring £10 in cash (no cheques) to cover loss/damage 
to equipment.  All being well, this will be returned to students before their return home at the end of 
the week.  We estimate that the coaches will return to school at approximately 2.30pm on Friday in 
time for the school buses.  Year 8 students are looking forward to this exciting experience.   
 
Vandalising School Transport 
Vandalism has been reported on one of our school specials buses, damaging fabric on the seats.  
This is unacceptable and we ask for your support in emphasizing to students the importance of 
treating property with respect.  Students found vandalising school transport may have to make 
alternative arrangements.  
 
Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme – Volunteers needed 
Aireborough Supported Activities Scheme is a registered charity that runs holiday play schemes for 
children and young people from 4 to 19 years with learning and/or physical disabilities. The schemes 
are based at Green Meadows School, Bradford Road, Guiseley and require volunteers for the 
following dates:  Easter: Monday 4 to Friday 8 April, Summer: Monday 25 July to Friday 29 July, 
Monday 1 August to Friday 5 August and Monday 8 August to Friday 12 August. Any student in Year 
11 or Sixth Form who is interested in acting as a volunteer, please see Mr Harvey or Mrs Andrews for 
further information. Aireborough’s website is www.aireborough-scheme.btck.co.uk 
 
Italy comes to Wharfedale 
A celebration of life, love and music at The Bridge Church, Otley on Saturday 20 February at 7.30pm, 
in aid of Martin House: please follow the link below for further information: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/s/Martin-House.pdf 
 
Girl Band: Music and Art for the Community 
Please find details through this link of group being established in Otley for girls aged 13 – 16: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information 
 
Half-term Holiday 
School will be closed for the week commencing Monday 15 February. School will re-open on Monday 
22 February 2016.  I wish students and their families an enjoyable and peaceful half-term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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