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Dear Parents                                                                                                 16 September 2014 
 
General Letter No 2 
 
Photos: Years 7, 9 and 12 
Students in Years 7, 9 and 12 will have their photographs taken on Thursday 18 September.  
Students will be given a proof order form when the photographs have been taken.   
 
Year 11 History: Field Trip to Saltaire 
Year 11 History students are visiting the model industrial village of Saltaire in connection with their 
‘History Around Us’ controlled assessment on Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 September 2014. 
 
Sacrament of Confirmation for students in the Otley Parish 
The Sacrament of Confirmation programme is starting Early November for students from Year 9 and 
above who would like to come forward to prepare and celebrate this Sacrament and to be confirmed. 
If you missed out last year, you are more than welcome to join the preparations this year in our Lady 
and All Saints Catholic Church in Otley. Please contact Father Lawrie on 462146 or Helen Kington 
(Youth Ministry Co-ordinator) on 07914 018621 for further information. 
 
Year 7 Day of Welcome and Mass of Welcome 
Year 7 students greatly enjoyed their Day of Welcome in school last Friday. The day enabled them to 
get to know their Form Tutor and class members and to be introduced to the religious life of the 
school. The Mass of Welcome will take place at 7.00pm on Wednesday 24 September 2014, to which 
all Year 7 parents/carers and families are invited. 
 
Lourdes Re-union Mass – St Wilfrid’s Featherstone 
Staff and students who were involved in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in the summer will lead a 
Reunion Mass on Tuesday 23 September.  A letter containing details of the event has been sent 
home to those involved. 
 
Lockers 
A reminder to parents of Year 7 students that payment of £5.00 is required for the use of a student 
locker, payable via ParentPay.  Thank you to those parents who have already made their payment.  
 
Value/Conduct Card 
Pupils in Years 7 to 11 have all been issued with a “Values Card”. This is an opportunity for all the 
good work that pupils achieve outside of lessons to be recognised. This enables us to reinforce St. 
Mary’s School Values throughout the day. 
 
The Conduct card (replaces the old Uniform Card) is used to record incidents of inappropriate 
behaviour and incorrect uniform. 
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Lightwater Valley Trip  
The best one so far! A big thank you to all staff and students for making our annual rewards day so 
special this year. The weather was fantastic and the students were a credit to the school: the theme 
park staff were very complimentary about the behaviour of our students.  The day was an opportunity 
for staff to share in the fun and see the students away from the pressures of school. Having 
exclusivity in the park meant that there was little queuing and the students were able to get real value 
for money. Even with the huge numbers attending the trip, the day was still relaxing and enjoyable for 
all and this is a credit to their exemplary behaviour. Thank you to the students, staff and parents who 
have supported this visit and made it such a success.  
 
Year 11 Lunchtime arrangements 
Parents of Year 11 students have received a letter regarding appropriate procedures to give 
permission for students to leave the school premises at lunchtimes. Thank you to those who have 
returned the permission slips. Unfortunately Year 11 students will not be able to go out for lunchtime 
until all permission slips have been received, therefore please return the permission slip as soon as 
possible. 
 
Visit to Somme Battlefields 
From 19 to 22 September, two year nine students, Lily Greenhalgh and Lucy Smith will be 
accompanying Miss Carlin on the Department of Education's Battlefield's Tour Programme. This is to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. As part of the itinerary, 
the party of schools from all over Yorkshire will visit such sites as Langemark Cemetery,  Flanders 
Field, Poperinge and the Sheffield Memorial Park. As part of the visit, our students will take part in the 
ceremony of the Last Post at the Menin Gate in Ypres where the tour group will lay a wreath in 
respect of all of those who fought and died in the First World War. 
 
World Challenge 2016 Meeting 
There will be a meeting on Thursday lunchtime for Year 10 and 11 students interested in taking part in 
the next World Challenge trip. 
 
Girls’ Football 
Girls’ Football training commences after school next Monday, 22 September on the ATP for girls in 
Years 7-11.  Please note that blades, moulded boots or trainers can be worn on the ATP – no metal 
screw-in studs please.   
 
Home Mission Sunday 
This Sunday we celebrate Home Mission Sunday, the Prayer of Faith Rediscovery is: 

Loving and merciful Father, we know and believe that you are near and are attentive to our every 
need. We bring before you now all those we hold dear, who are distant from the family of faith, the 

Body of Christ. 
Silently bring to mind the people that you know to whom this applies 

We ask in the name of Jesus, Your Son, that you bless them abundantly. Through the power of your 
Holy Spirit, use us to reach out to them in a way that they feel free to respond. 

May we all seek and discover afresh the joy of faith and life in Christ, and always remember that your 
ways are not our ways, 

that the last will be first, and the first last. 
Amen. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 


