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Dear Parents                        7 February 2017 
 
General Letter No 20 

Virtues: Prudence is taking care and 
considering our words and actions. “And lead 
us not into temptation” 

On Thursday Year 8 Mass will celebrate the 
memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes and the theme 
is ‘Do whatever he tells you’, Whether on 
residential in Ullswater or staying in school, Year 
8 are urged to recognise and support each other 
and resist the temptation of giving in, but stay the 
course and realise what they are truly capable of.   

 
Fame: 
Audiences were treated to three incredible 
performances of the musical Fame.  I am extremely 
grateful to all staff and students for their dedication in 
the execution of such a wonderful production.  Miss 
Andrews, Creative Faculty Leader and Production 
Director said: ”It was a huge success. Once again, the 
students surpassed themselves with their talent and 
professionalism. Fame is the most diverse show ever 
done at St. Mary’s, showcasing the wide range of 
talents our students have in performing arts (music, 
drama and dance). The music was extremely difficult 
and special thanks must go to Kathryn Bradley, Dan 
Cullen, Oliver Horan and Harrison Smith who 
performed in the band to such a high standard. I’d also 
like to thank Matt Hickie and Jess Smith, who worked 
tirelessly to choreograph their own duets – they 
challenged each other with different styles of dance, 
and performed so beautifully. I would like to thank the 
whole cast for their dedication and hard work. It really 
was testament to their teamwork and support for one 
another that made this show so special.” 
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External Exam Statement of Entries 
Students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 who are being entered for external exams in May/June 2017 will 
receive their statement of exam entries.  Please check these thoroughly and if you have any queries 
contact Mrs Jennings on 01943 883000 as soon as possible.  Exam timetables will be issued after 
half term. 

 
Commitment to Global Citizenship 
As part of the school’s commitment to global citizenship and to support a high quality school 
environment, each form will be supporting a coordinated effort to reduce litter around the school site. 
Forms groups will be involved in one litter pick in morning registration over the course of the academic 
year. They will use appropriate equipment and will be supervised. It is hoped that this will raise 
awareness and help ensure the young people contribute to the St. Mary's and wider communities in 
line with our values.  
 
Safer Internet Day 7 February 2017 
Have a conversation 
It is really important to chat with your children on an ongoing basis about staying safe online. 
 
Not sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help. 
1. Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing online. 
2. Ask them about how they stay safe online. What tips do they have for you, and where did they 

learn them? What is OK and not OK to share? 
3. Ask them if they know where to go for help, where to find the safety advice, privacy settings and 

how to report or block on the services they use. 
4. Encourage them to help someone! Perhaps they can show you how to do something better online 

or they might have a friend who would benefit from their help and support. 
5. Think about how you each use the internet. What more could you do to use the internet together? 

Are there activities that you could enjoy as a family? 
Parents can find more information and links to online resources on the St Marys website Personal 
Safety page https://www.stmarysmenston.org/personal-safety/  
 
Risks from flammable elements in Head Lice Treatments 
The following safety warning has been issued by West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service following a 
recent serious incident:  ‘We would like to remind parents and carers to always read and follow the 
instructions carefully when using chemical insecticide products, typically sold in chemists, to treat 
head lice. This is because these treatments contain flammable elements. You should not therefore 
use hair dryers, or any other ignition source such as matches, lighters and candles near anyone 
during the treatment process whilst the product is being used.” 
 
Year 8 Residential to Ullswater 
There is an information meeting tomorrow, Wednesday from 6.00pm to 7.00pm for parents of those 
Year 8 students on Residential to Ullswater immediately after half-term. 
 
Year 11 English Poetry Live 
Year 11 English students are attending a Poetry Live! event for GCSE students today.  Poems from 
every cluster of the AQA specification will be read and discussed throughout the day and this is a 
great opportunity for students to see and hear performances from a distinguished collection of poets 
such as Carol Ann Duffy, Simon Armitage and Gillian Clarke. 
 
 

https://www.stmarysmenston.org/personal-safety/
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Year 13 CRS Environment Day 
On Wednesday our Year 13 students will take part in a day on the Environment as part of their 
Catholic Religious Studies programme, the day will culminate in our annual trashion show where 
students will model items of clothing made from recycled materials. 
 
Information from the Diocese: Please see the Diocese website for details. 
http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Confirmation Arrangements for Our Lady and All Saints Otley Parish: Pizza, Prayer and 
Preparation for Confirmation  
The first session for this year's confirmation candidates will be held in the Parish Centre on Sunday 26 
February from 6.00pm to 7:30pm. We will be inviting young people from Years 8 and 9 to take part 
this year in line with the new guidelines. We will be starting the first session with Pizza so please let 
us know if you are planning to attend so we can get the right number of Pizzas. Please let Father 
Lawrie know.  Parents/Carers will be needed for the first 10 minutes to fill out forms and the full 
programme will be shared at the first meeting. 
 
Half-term Holiday 
School will be closed for the week commencing Monday 13 February. School will re-open on Monday 
20 February 2017.  I wish students and their families an enjoyable and peaceful half-term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 

http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/

