
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           11 February 2013 
 
General Letter No 20 
 
Miss Saigon 
Last week was a real celebration of talent at St. Mary’s.  We had our Miss Saigon performances, and the entire cast 
and crew were outstanding.  Miss Andrews chose a technically difficult performance, but it was carried out perfectly by 
all concerned.  I would like to thank everyone concerned, cast crew and the many staff for giving their time and talent.  
Also thank you to parents for the support on the evenings and the help during the months of rehearsals.  We really 
value all aspects of the curriculum and this performance gave students an opportunity to shine and celebrate their 
skills and talent.  Well done everyone! 
 
Resignation of Pope Benedict XV1 
We have also just heard that Pope Benedict XVI has announced his resignation from 28th February.  I am sure that 
you will join us in praying for Benedict XVI at this time, and also for the Church as it convenes conclave to elect the 
new Supreme Pontiff. 
 
The Lenten Journey 
The Lenten Journey, coming in the Year of Faith, invites us in a special way to cross the threshold into this holy 
season with a heightened sense of expectation, that by God’s grace we will grow and mature in our faith.  We do this 
by drawing closer to the Father, in the hope of coming to know more deeply the love of God’s Son and through a new 
experience of the Holy Spirit being poured into our Hearts.  Ashing Services take place in school on Wednesday 
morning and Services of Reconciliation take place for all year groups over the next two weeks. 
 
Lent CAFOD Fast Day- Friday 15 February 2013 
CAFOD's campaign this Lent is "Hungry for Change".  Please help us to join in solidarity with our brothers and sisters 
across the world who do not have enough food to eat by living simply this Friday by giving up a luxury food item or 
even a meal.  Collections for CAFOD will be made this Friday during form time, thank you in advance for your 
generosity. 
 
Year 8 Choices 
A letter regarding the programme of events leading to Year 8 Choices, and information about the Year 8 Choices 
evening has been issued to Year 8 students today.  We would be grateful if you could complete and return the reply 
slip, indicating if you can attend the evening.   
 
Facebook/Mobile Phones 
It has been brought to our attention that a small number of pupils are using an App on their phone which allows them 
to access Facebook.  This is not in accordance with the School’s ICT Policy, and has caused some problems in and 
around school.  Please support us in ensuring students do not use phones in this way. 
 
Could we also ask you not to contact pupils on their phones during the school day as again the policy clearly states 
pupils must not use their phones on the school premises.  If you need to contact your child urgently, please contact 
Pupil Reception.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
School Calendar 2013-14 
The approved school calendar for the academic year 2013-14 is now available on the school website.  The additional 
training days are as follows: 
 
Monday 2 September 2013 
Tuesday 3 September 2013 
Monday 4 November 2013 
Monday 21 July 2014 
Tuesday 22 July 2014 
 
Voyage of a lifetime 
Year 12 student Christopher Penny has been offered a place on the Ocean Youth Trust Voyage, fully funded and 
sponsored by Aireborough Rotary Club. The 6 day voyage in August provides a safe, unique and extremely effective 



 

environment for the personal development of young people.  We are sure that Christopher will gain a great deal from 
the experience and are grateful to the Aireborough Rotary Club for offering this opportunity. 

 
Ski Trip 
We wish students and staff a very enjoyable week skiing in Lincoln, New Hampshire.  The group of 44 Sixth Form 
students and 5 staff leave on Wednesday and return on Thursday 21 February.   

 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
We are once again collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers.  In the past we have used vouchers to ‘purchase’ 
sports equipment for school.  Vouchers are available from Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations and with online groceries 
between 30 January and 22 May 2013.   A voucher collection box has been placed in Pupil Reception.   
 
Examination Invigilators Needed 
St. Mary’s School is looking to recruit new members to its team of invigilators for the forthcoming examinations due to 
commence in May.  Invigilators will be responsible for the supervision of students taking examinations and should be 
available for the exams which are scheduled to from mid May to the end of June.  If you, or anyone you know, are 
interested in applying for the post, please contact Mrs Stephanie Jennings on 01943 883002 for more information.  
Please note that successful candidates will be subject to an enhanced CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) disclosure. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Walk With Me 
Lord God, 
our light and our salvation, 
we praise you for your gifts 
of life and faith. 
 
We thank you for the desire 
that you have planted in our hearts, 
our yearning to see your face. 
 
Help us to meet you in prayer, 
to walk in your ways, 
and to speak to others of our joy 
and consolation in your presence. 
 
Give us faithfulness 
in this present life 
so that we may come to know 
and praise your beauty, 
with all our brothers and sisters, 
in the life to come. 
 
We make this prayer through 
Christ our Lord. 


