
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents                   20 February 2018 
  
General Letter No 21 

 
 
Lent:  
We return to school in the season of Lent, when we will focus on 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  Class Mass concludes with a 
period of Adoration in the chapel and our services of reconciliation 
will commence on Thursday 15 March.  This Friday is Cafod 
Family Fast Day where a collection will be taken for Cafod; and on 
other Fridays throughout Lent we shall collect for the Good 
Shepherd Appeal for Catholic Care.   
 
Lenten Prayer: 
Lord God 
It is for your greater glory that we see beauty in your truth, in 
others and in ourselves.  May we contemplate your beauty this 
Lent, and recognise in ourselves and in others the beauty that lies within.   
 
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of the Flies 
 

 
 
The school production of Lord of the Flies was a real success during the week before half term.  I 
would like to thank all of the students who took part in the production, the staff who prepared and 
guided the cast, as well as all parents and friends of the school who attended on the evenings.  The 
Lord of the Flies is a powerfully written piece of work, but it is also a challenging production covering 
some sensitive themes. I thought that the students demonstrated great skill and maturity in their 
performances and should be incredibly proud of their achievements. 
 
 
 
 
 
.



An RE “Wow” display board 

 
Growth Mindset 
As we reach this point in the Spring Term, I am delighted to be able to update you on the work we are 
doing on to encourage a Growth Mindset approach to both learning - and to life. 
 
With Growth Mindset at the forefront of our minds, staff and students are constantly being encouraged 
to focus on taking on new challenges and giving things a go. In RE, pupils’ achievements are being 
celebrated on “Wow” boards; in MFL pupils are being challenged with more advanced texts and Year 

7 are competing for a Challenge Cup; in Science, 
stretch and challenge and rich questioning are the 
key focus of lessons; in English students, are being 
encouraged to find out for themselves what is 
challenging about a task and then being pushed to 
re-visit it in order to make it even better; lessons in 
Creative Arts are placing an even greater emphasis 
on personalisation and have introduced a “Wicked” 
group for those pupils who particularly impress; in 
PE the focus is on enhancing pupil independence as 
well as introducing greater challenge; improving 
resilience is a focus in Humanities where students 
are being encouraged to aim for the next level.  

 

 
Each of our Year groups has celebrated their Growth Mindset achievements in special Growth 
Mindset Achievement assemblies. Individual students as well as whole form groups have been 
awarded special prizes for displaying a Growth Mindset. So far, winners of the coveted Form Group 
Growth Mindset Trophies have been: 
 
7 Postgate and 7 Wharton 
8 Postgate and 8 Gwyn 
9 Wharton (twice) 
10 Fisher and 10 Wharton  
11 Dickenson and 11 Postgate   
 
There is still time for the other forms to rise 
to the challenge and go for gold! 
 
 
 
Year 7 pupils have also stretched themselves by holding a talent competition: they have written 
growth mindset poems and created growth mindset posters and displays; some of our Year 8 
students have taken part in local pantomimes and the whole year group are challenging themselves 
and developing their resilience during their residential visit to Ullswater;  a number of students in both 
Year 8 and 9 have embarked on the Tougher Minds programme;  Year 9 have competed against 
each other in an egg-parachute-drop competition; Year 10 have created “YET” notice boards in their 
form rooms and are each being challenged to take part in at least one extra-curricular activity; in 
December Year 11 attended a “Live and Learn” workshop to help them prepare for their exams and 
have also been following a programme of form time activities with a focus on approaching what lies 
ahead of them with a “can-do” attitude.  
 
Perhaps I can encourage you to think up you own challenge? I would be delighted to hear about it! 
Remember that the Growth Mindset approach depends on the ability to develop resilience, grit and 
perseverance. The good news is that fostering these traits will have a positive impact on every aspect 
of our lives.    
 
Earrings in school 
In line with our school policy, girl students are permitted to have one stud or sleeper in each ear lobe 
and boy students are not allowed to wear earrings in school.  We have noticed that over the last few 
weeks, this has not been followed.  Please ensure that the school policy is adhered to.  From Monday 
a C3 detention will be issued if a student is not following the school uniform policy in respect of 
earrings, (student planner on page 40).  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 

9 Wharton Growth Mindset Form Winners! 



 

 

Public Speaking Competition 
On Wednesday 7 February, 6 Year 8 and Year 9 pupils represented St. Mary's at the first ever 
Aireborough Rotary Club Youth Speaks competition. Members of the school's debating club attended 
and spoke passionately about different subjects, competing against teams from Guiseley School. Our 
two teams were Martha Marjoram, Noah Spencely and Hannah Jenkins talking about Child Tax Credit 
Cuts and Mae Crampton, Joseph De Souza and Alice Thornton presenting a Criticism of the current 

examination system. Unfortunately 
we were narrowly beaten by one of 
the Guiseley teams, but all six pupils 
were fantastic representatives for the 
school. Next up is a competition in 
Manchester. 
 
 
 

Year 8 Residential 
Year 8 students set off for Ullswater yesterday to participate in a full programme of activities designed 
to provide physical, social and team building experiences.  We hope they have an enjoyable week.  
Students are expected to return on Friday in time for the school buses. 
 
French Exchange Meeting 
There will be a meeting on Tuesday from 6.00pm to 7.00pm for parents of students taking part in the 
French Exchange. 
 
University of Law Visit 
As part of the Gifted and Talented Programme, a group of Year 11 students are visiting the University 
of Law today, they will also tour the Magistrates Court and attend a Court session. 
 
Year 9 Health Fair 
Year 9 students will attend a Health Fair during Friday morning where stalls will be manned by 
members of community care services, covering a range of community care based services, including 
information on Drugs and Alcohol Awareness, Cafod, SVP, Environmental Health, and our Safer 
Schools Community Liaison Team will also be here.  This year we also have the Diocesan Youth 
Service who will give information about their work and what is available for young people throughout 
the Diocese.  Year 12 students will be manning a number of stalls, including oral health, healthy 
eating and anti-bullying. 
 
32nd German Exchange: St. Mary’s Menston – FGV Vossenack 
A group of 28 students in Year 10 are participating in our annual German Exchange.  They will stay 
with their partners in family homes, and will experience school life.  There are also a number of visits 
to Aachan, Cologne, and Monschau. 
 
Year 12 Drama Production 
Drama students are going to a production of Hedda Gabler at the Opera House in York on 
Wednesday evening. 
 
Bambisanani Quiz Night: Friday 9 March at 7.00 – 9.00 pm at St Mary’s, Menston 
Following a very successful fund-raising quiz last year, we are once again hosting a Quiz Night with 
wine and snacks, in aid of Bambisanani funds.  Teams of 8 will compete for the top spot, whilst 
enjoying wine, soft drinks and a selection of treats, included in the ticket price of £6.   
Tickets are available from Mrs Chattoe at school: please note this is a ticket only event.  A prize will 
also be awarded for the most creative team name! We look forward to an entertaining evening. 
 
Litter Pick 
As part of Keep Britain Tidy's campaign, the Guiseley Litter Pick will take place on Sunday 4 March 
2018. This is a family event which will help the community and Guiseley to be a better place. Please 
follow the link for further information https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/GBSC-Poster-Final-
2018.pptx 
 

https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/GBSC-Poster-Final-2018.pptx
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Leeds Public Transport Investment Programme 
A series of public events across the city are taking place where citizens of Leeds can share their 
views regarding the proposed changes to the Leeds public transport system. Please click on this link 
for further information https://stmarysmenston.squarespace.com/s/Transport-Consultation.JPG 
 
St. Gemma’s Hospice 40th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving 
On Wednesday 16 May at 10.00 am Bishop Marcus will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at Leeds 
Cathedral to commemorate 40 years of St Gemma’s Hospice. Leeds Trinity Cathedral Boys’ Choir will 
be singing at the Mass.  We will come together in thanksgiving to God for St Gemma’s ongoing work 
and to all those who support it.  
 
Information from the Diocese: please use this link for notices from Father Habron, Private Secretary 
to the Bishop of Leeds which have been sent to the Parishes of the Diocese 
https://www.stmarysmenston.org/general-letter-and-supplementary-information. News items are 
available on the Diocese website: http://www.dioceseofleeds.org.uk/news/latest-news/ 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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