
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                                                                                                     24 February 2015 
General Letter No 21 
 
Lent 2015 
‘Come back to me with all your heart’ 
As we are now in the season of Lent we will focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Over the next two 
weeks all students will attend a Service of Reconciliation giving them time to consider their relationship 
with God and then the opportunity to receive the Sacrament.  As ever we are grateful to our Priests for 
coming into school and making this possible. 
 
Friday 27 February is CAFOD Lenten Fast Day and collections throughout the day will be organised by 
our Year 10 CAFOD Group. We urge our students to be generous in their giving on this day because 
their small sacrifice can and does make a great difference to the lives of our brothers and sisters in need. 
Also this year the Government will match each £1.00 collected. Lent is not just about giving up things, 
but it is also an opportunity to do more and be more; in following Christ’s example and becoming closer 
to the person he intended us to be. 
 
Fairtrade Fortnight – Choose Products That Change Lives 
From 23 February to 6 March students will be taking part in different Fairtrade events in school. There 
will be Fairtrade assemblies in the first week educating students and staff about the themes of Fairtrade 
this year. There will be a bun sale in the second week as well as campaigning events encouraging 
students to raise the profile of Fairtrade in their local communities. Students will also be learning about 
Fairtrade in some subject classes. 
 
Year 8 Residential 
Year 8 students set off for Ullswater yesterday to participate in a full programme of activities, designed to 
provide physical, social and team building experiences.  We hope they have an enjoyable week.  
Students are expected to return on Friday in time for the school buses. 
 
Year 8 Choices Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening which will 
take place on Tuesday 10 March at 5.30 pm as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students 
as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  A letter will go out to students this week: please return 
the reply slip to the Form Tutor. 
 
Exchanges 
 A meeting regarding the French Exchange for parents and teachers is taking place this evening from 

6.00pm to 7.00pm. 
 A group of Year 10 students are participating in the German Exchange accompanied by Mrs Childs 

and Mr Sinnett. They will travel to Vossenack on Friday for a week of planned events, including 
excursions to Cologne, Monschau and Aachen. 

 
Year 9 Health Fair 
Year 9 students will attend a Health Fair during Friday morning where stalls will be manned by members 
of community care services, covering a range of community care based services, including information 
on Alcohol Awareness, Catholic Care, School Nursing Team, addressing dental and emotional health 
and well-being, E-Safety, Environmental Health and our Safer Schools Community Liaison Team.  Our 
Year 12 Health and Social Care students will be manning a number of stalls. 



 

 

Show My Homework 
Please be aware that ‘Show My Homework’ is a very useful way for students to catch up on work missed 
if they have been absent. Students can access ‘Show My Homework’ at home and in school. 
 
Ski Trip 
Staff and students had an extremely successful and enjoyable week long trip skiing in Lincoln, New 
Hampshire, including visits to a college ice hockey game and a high school basketball game. The snow 
was great and everyone had a very enjoyable trip. 
 
Level 3 Bikeability Cycle Training 
Students in Years 7-10 have the opportunity to participate in a cycle training course which will teach 
techniques for riding safely on the road.  The training is free; students need to provide a suitable, 
roadworthy cycle, bicycle helmet and appropriate clothing for the training.  The course will be held on 
Thursday 19 March from 10.00am – 1.00pm and will take place on public roads in the vicinity of the 
school.  Students wishing to take part should ideally have completed Level 1 and 2 Bikeability or be a 
keen and confident cyclist in order to take part.  Further information can be obtained from Mrs Ash in the 
PE Office.  
 
West Yorkshire Schools Cross Country Trials 
Well done to Kit Donnelly, Elizabeth Westhead, Pauline Hall, Stephen Cooper, Francis Westhead and 
Lily Greenhalgh who all ran for the Leeds Schools before half term at the county trials.  The standard 
was extremely high over a tough course.  Particular congratulations go to Lily Greenhalgh who came 4th 
in the Junior Girls race (Year 8 and 9) and will represent West Yorkshire at the English Schools Cross 
Country Championships next month.  Pauline Hall was 12th in the Inter Girls race (Year 10 and 11) and 
was selected as a reserve.  
 
Win a Sports Kit Competition 
St. Mary’s are taking part in a competition run by the Ilkley Gazette and Wharfedale Observer with the 
opportunity of winning brand new sports kit.  Each week from 5 February to 26 February, the two 
newspapers will be printing tokens for readers to collect.  The organisation which collects the most 
tokens by 9 March will win the sports kit – worth £500!  Please forward any tokens to Mrs Ash in the PE 
Office. 
 
Menston to Milan Challenge 
Following the success of the Coast-To-Coast cycling challenge last year, on Wednesday 1 April there will 
be a fitness challenge taking place in Pupil Reception. At 2.30pm Mr Hamill, Mr Wilkes, Mr Manfredi, Mr 
Leigh and Mr Pringle will attempt to ‘watt bike and ergo row’ the equivalent distance from Menston to 
Milan in 24 hours (a brutal total of 182 mile cycle and 6.1 mile row per person!), setting themselves a 
£5,000 fundraising target for Martin House in the process. There will be numerous opportunities for 
students to get involved in the fundraising through challenges and tasks in the lead-up to the event. 
 
With a Justgiving site to follow, watch this space. The staff have been ably supported by local health club 
Nuffield Health, Guiseley. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
 
 


