
 

 

 
Dear Parents                                                                                                                25 February 2014 
 
General Letter No 21 
 
Mrs Hooley RIP 
It is with great sadness that we have to inform you of the death last Friday of Mrs Hooley.  Mrs Hooley 
was an inspirational teacher whose love of Chemistry was recognised by everyone. She always put 
the needs of the children first and was a colleague, mentor and friend to many staff. 
 
Please remember Mrs Hooley and her family at this difficult time. They are in the thoughts and 
prayers of the entire school community. 
 

Put your hand in the hand of 
The man who stilled the water. 
Put your hand in the hand of 

The man who calmed the sea. 
Take a look at yourself and you 

Can look at others differently 
By putting your hand in the 
Hand of the man of Galilee. 

 
Year 8 Ullswater Residential 
Year 8 students set off for Ullswater yesterday to participate in a full programme of activities, 
designed to provide physical, social and team building experiences.  We hope they have an enjoyable 
week.  Students are expected to return on Friday in time for the school buses. 
 
 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust 
Inaugural Mass of Dedication 
The Inaugural Mass of Dedication takes place tomorrow, Wednesday, at 
10.30am in St Anne’s Cathedral, Leeds. Representatives from the 
schools of The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust will gather for 
the Mass. The motto on the Bishop Wheeler Episcopal Coat of Arms is 
veritas et caritas and forms the theme of our Mass, “In Truth and Love”. 
 
 
 
Headteacher Appointment: message from Bob Lavery, Chair of St. Mary’s Academy Council 
Following a recent recruitment exercise culminating in two days of intensive assessments and 
interviews, St. Mary’s Academy Council (The Governors) have appointed a new Headteacher to lead 
the school. 
 
Mr Darren Beardsley, currently a serving Headteacher in the Diocese of Leeds, will start as 
Headteacher of St. Mary’s as from September 2014. 
 
St. Mary’s Academy Council is most grateful to Mr Rothwell and Miss Garrett for the work they have 
done in their joint leadership of the school since the start of the Summer Term 2013.  This 
arrangement is set to continue until Mr Beardsley takes up his new appointment at the end of the 
Summer Holidays. 
 
French Exchange Parents Meeting 
This meeting is taking place on Thursday from 6.00pm to 6.30pm. 
 



 

 

 
Year 9 Health Fair 
Year 9 students will attend a Health Fair during Friday morning where stalls will be manned by 
members of community care services, covering a range of community care based services, including 
information from the Platform drugs team, Alcohol Awareness, Catholic Care, School Nursing Team, 
addressing dental and emotional health and well-being, E-Safety, Environmental Health and our Safer 
Schools Community Liaison Team.  Our Year 12 Health and Social Care students will be manning a 
number of stalls. 
 
Year 9 Retreat 
The Year 9 Retreat will take place next Monday 3 March to Wednesday at Myddelton Lodge.  We are 
delighted that so many of our students have been able to participate in this experience and take 
advantage of this quality time out, in first class accommodation in the most beautiful of settings.  
Experienced retreat staff create a relaxed and friendly environment and provide retreats relevant to a 
young person’s life experiences.  There is time for personal reflection and spiritual growth, structured 
social time, shared communal tasks and lots of games, fun and laughter. 
 
Year 8 Choices Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening which will 
take place on Tuesday 4 March at 5.30 pm as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 
students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  A letter giving further details was given to 
students on 11 February: please return the reply slip to the Form Tutor. 
 
John Paul 2 Foundation 4 Sport 
St. Mary’s, Menston has been only the fifth school in the country to be accepted into the John Paul 2 
Foundation 4 Sport.  The John Paul 2 Foundation 4 Sport was launched by Pope Benedict XVI on his 
visit to the UK in 2010.  The Foundation is inspired by Pope John Paul’s own vision of sports unique 
potential to develop individuals and communities.  St. Mary’s were presented with a special certificate 
to mark the occasion from Monsignor Vladimir Felzmann, Chief Executive of the Foundation.  
Monsignor Felzmann said: 
 
“St. Mary’s epitomises the values of the John Paul 2 Foundation 4 Sport.  The scope and influence of 
PE and Sport at St. Mary’s is vast, both within and beyond the school.  This is a school that uses PE 
and Sport in the most positive way with its own students and in the wider community.  The vision, 
commitment and outcomes are inspirational.  My visit was a joy-filled encounter and I was aware of 
the spirit that joins us together.  The involvement of St. Mary’s with the Foundation is the birth of a 
mutually enriching synergy which will enhance the lives of many young people.” 
 
This is a most significant accolade for all associated with the school.  The Foundation honours the 
memory of Pope John Paul II who was a great advocate for all the positive attributes that sport can 
bring; we are totally committed to those values in our work at St. Mary’s, in the wider community and 
in our international work in South Africa; the Bambisanani Partnership.  There is a unique potential in 
sport to enhance physical, intellectual, emotional and spiritual development in individuals.  It can also 
be a force for good in society, to bring people together and to transform communities.  These are the 
aims of the Foundation and we are committed to them both within and beyond the school.  Being 
accepted into the John Paul 2 Foundation 4 Sport is the greatest honour we could achieve as a 
Catholic Sports College.  We look forward to playing our part in the organisation.  For more 
information about the John Paul 2 Foundation 4 Sport, and pictures of St. Mary’s, Menston, please 
see www.johnpaul2foundation4sport.org/ 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 

Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   

http://www.johnpaul2foundation4sport.org/

