
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents           26 February 2013 
 
General Letter No 21 
 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust 
St Marys Menston, a Catholic Voluntary Academy 
In the week before half term, the governors of Sacred Heart Ilkley, St Mary’s Horsforth, St Joseph’s Pudsey, St 
Joseph’s Otley, Ss. Peter and Paul, Yeadon and St. Mary’s Menston agreed the final documents to convert into  
academies under the newly formed Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust.  The conversion date is set for 1

st
 March 

2013, and from that date we will cease being Local Authority maintained schools, and become academies under the 
new Trust.  As I write this, there are a few minor pieces of paperwork that still need to be agreed with the Local 
Authority.  If this is done by mid-week we will convert on the 1 March.  I will inform you of the progress in next week’s 
letter. We hope that this will be the start of a new chapter in Catholic education in this part of Leeds and Bradford, and 
will strengthen the work we all do together.  Staff and governors have worked hard to get to this point, and I would like 
to thank them for all of their hard work. 
 
The Lenten Journey 
The Lenten Journey, coming in the Year of Faith, invites us in a special way to cross the threshold into this holy 
season with a heightened sense of expectation, that by God’s grace we will grow and mature in our faith.  We do this 
by drawing closer to the Father, in the hope of coming to know more deeply the love of God’s Son and through a new 
experience of the Holy Spirit being poured into our Hearts.  Ashing Services take place in school on Wednesday 
morning and Services of Reconciliation take place for all year groups over the next two weeks. 
 
Confessions during Lent 2013: ‘The Door is Open for you’ 
‘The Door is Open for you’ is a project for Lent during the Year of Faith previously approved by the Council of Priests.  
It consists of making available the Sacrament of Reconciliation in all the parishes of the Diocese at the same time and 
on the same dates: 7.00pm to 8.00pm on Wednesday 27 February, Wednesday 6 March, Wednesday 13 March and 
Wednesday 20 March.  During this time, there will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Fair Trade Fortnight 
Two weeks of events have been planned to raise awareness of Fairtrade including Keepy-Uppy, art competitions, a 
prayer workshop, bun sale and campaign events.  Students can find details of events on the Learning Platform and on 
posters around school. 
 
Year 8 Ullswater Residential 
Year 8 students set off for Ullswater yesterday and will participate in a full programme of activities, designed to provide 
physical, social and team building experiences.  They return on Friday.  
 
Year 8 Choices Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening which will take place on 
Tuesday 5 March at 5.30 pm as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key 
Stage 4 programme.  A letter giving further details was sent out last week: please return the reply slip to the Form 
Tutor. 
 
Year 9 Health Fair 
Year 9 students will attend a Health Fair during Friday morning where stalls will be manned by members of community 
care services, covering a range of community care based services, including information from the Platform drugs 
team, Alcohol Awareness, Catholic Care, School Nursing Team, addressing dental and emotional health and well-
being, E-Safety, Environmental Health and our Safer Schools Community Liaison Team.  Our Year 12 Health and 
Social Care students will be manning a number of stalls. 

 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
We are once again collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers.  In the past we have used vouchers to ‘purchase’ 
sports equipment for school.  Vouchers are available from Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations and with online groceries 
between 30 January and 22 May 2013.   A voucher collection box has been placed in Pupil Reception.   
 
 



 

Callum Hall Trust 
You may have seen articles in the press recently regarding former St. Mary’s student Callum Hall. At just 20 years of 
age, Callum was recently diagnosed with having a rare infection called an epidural abscess on his spine, between his 
shoulder blades. It is thought that this was the result of being stung by a sea urchin whilst on holiday in Skiathos last 
September. This abscess burst and damaged Callum’s spinal cord causing him to be paralysed from the chest down. 
Doctors believed Callum had just hours to live and he underwent life-saving surgery to remove the abscess. He has 
been receiving treatment to remove the rest of the infection but the paralysis still remains, although he can wiggle 
some of his toes and is beginning to move his abdominal muscles.  Callum is determined to be able to walk again: 
however, he needs financial help in order to get the right equipment, physio and resources to enable him to reach his 
goal.  
 
A number of activities have already been arranged in school to raise money for 
Callum.  

 A football competition commenced yesterday and a Sixth Form 
assembly has been held to raise awareness.  

 St. Mary’s students Marienn and Tadhg Collins, Years 10 and 8 
respectively, have arranged a further fund raising event to raise money 
for Callum. They have arranged for singer/songwriter Emily Maguire to 
perform i n a fundraising gig at Coopers, Guiseley on Friday, 1 March at 
7.00pm. Tickets are £10 each and all money raised on the evening will 
go to the Callum Hall Trust. Please telephone 01943 877218 for further 
information or to purchase tickets. 

 Donations can be made online to the Callum Hall Trust at 
callumhalltrust.com  

 Alternatively donations can be made by cheque payable to ‘The Callum 
Hall Trust Fund’. Please send to St. Mary’s for the attention of Mrs Ash 
in the PE office who will then forward on to Callum. 
  

The Facebook page, Callum Hall Trust, gives regular updates on his 
progress.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Interim Arrangement 
As you are aware, I will be taking up post as Senior HMI after Easter.  In my absence Mr Rothwell will be acting as 
Headteacher until a substantive appointment can be made. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
R Pritchard 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for Pope Benedict XVI at the conclusion of his ministry as Bishop of Rome and Supreme Pontiff 
Almighty ever-living God, 
who has given your faithful servant Benedict 
grace to maintain his faith and hope in you 
amid the labours of his apostolic ministry; 
graciously bestow upon him, we pray, 
the consolations of your Holy Spirit 
and uphold him in serenity of life. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
St. Peter, pray for us 
St. Paul, pray for us 
St. Benedict, pray for us 
All holy men and women, pray for us 

http://callumhalltrust.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CallumHallTrust

