
 

 

Dear Parents                                                                                                                     3 March 2015 
General Letter No 22 
 

Parent Governor 
Following the formal election process, I would like to congratulate Mr Chris Billington on his appointment 
as Parent Governor from 24 February 2015 for a period of 4 years.  We are grateful to the other 
candidates for putting their names forward for election.  Mr Billington joins a strong Academy Council 
who work very hard to support staff in achieving the best possible catholic education for all our students.   
 

2016 Admissions Policy Consultation 
Consultation took place from Friday 19 December 2014 to 20 February 2015, on St. Mary’s, Menston 
Admissions Policy for 2016. The consultation included information about admissions number. Please see 
website for details http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/admissions/Pages/default.aspx. The draft 
policy will now go to the school’s Academy Council in March for approval. 
 

Year 8 Residential 
168 pupils from Year 8 enjoyed a fantastic week at Outward Bound in the Lake District. Despite 
challenging weather conditions such as rain, hail, snow and wind, the pupils engaged in an array of 
activities such as Gorge scrambling, orienteering, rafting, tunnelling, rowing and abseiling. All pupils took 
part in the trademark Jog and Dip. Many took on challenging hikes, summiting Place Fell, Sheffield Pike 
and other fells above the snow line. An important part of the week involved achieving the John Muir 
Discovery award which involved conservation work within the national park. The last night saw 
communal camp fires. All in all a very rewarding week. 
 

Leeds Rotary Technology Tournament 
A number of Year 9 and 12 Students are taking part in the ninth Leeds Rotary Technology Tournament 
today at John Charles Sports Centre. Teams of four students are set a practical technological problem to 
solve during the day.  This provides an opportunity to develop essential enterprise skills such as team 
building, communication and problem solving in a fun environment, alongside teams from other schools. 
 

Year 8 Choices Evening 
Letters have been given out today to Year 8 students regarding the Year 8 Choices Evening taking place 
on Tuesday 10 March at 5.30 pm, it would be much appreciated if you could return the completed form to 
school no later than Monday 9 March. 
 

Music Showcase 
The GCSE and A level Music showcase takes place this Thursday at 7.00 pm in the Main Hall. It is both a 
celebration of the hard work of our talented St. Marys musicians and an opportunity for them to have 20% 
of their coursework recorded in public. The opportunity to perform gives real purpose to the students' 
work in the classroom and they are excited to be sharing their work. Tickets are available via ParentPay.  
 

Visits: 

 Two Sixth Form Students, Louis Bowles and Anokhi Shah are visiting Auschwitz today as part of a 
Holocaust Education Trust Project. 

 Sixth Form Product Design students are visiting the Jaguar Car Plant at Halewood, Liverpool on 
Thursday.   

 

Year 9 Health Fair 
As ever the Year 9 Health Fair was very successful and our thanks go to Year 12 Health and Social Care 
students and all stallholders who presented to and engaged our students over the morning. The students 
were praised for their polite and respectful behaviour whilst enjoying and participating fully in the 
activities. New websites will be added to the Pastoral Care page of the schools website for parents to 
access current information on health related issues. 
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Metro Information 
We have been advised by Metro that a Young Person’s Photocard can be topped up with a weekly or 
monthly SchoolPlus travel ticket, these are available at over 700 Payzone locations or at your nearest 
bus station Travel Centre. Please visit http://generationm.co.uk for further details. 
 

New Evangelisation 
A Celebration of the New Evangelisation: 6.30pm, Tuesday 24 March, Leeds Trinity University. On the 
occasion of the launch of "The New Evangelization: Faith, People, Context and Practice" (Bloomsbury T 
& T Clark), you are warmly invited to sung Vespers of the Vigil of the Annunciation, presided over by 
Bishop Marcus Stock, a lecture by Michelle Moran of the Pontifical Council of the Laity on "The New 
Evangelisation: our unfolding mission" and a specially commissioned film on how students and 
graduates are living their faith. Book a free place: web: (http://new-evangelization.eventbrite.co.uk); tel: 
0113 2837240). 
 

Junior International Sporting Honours 
Year 12 student Jack Garland-Jones has become the 35th student from St. Mary’s to gain junior 
international sporting honours.  Jack has been selected to represent the U18 Great Britain Catholic 
Schools Football team for the FISEC Games to be held in Malta in July.   
 

Leeds Schools Climbing Competition 
St. Mary’s students last week took part in the 2015 Leeds Schools Climbing Competition at the Depot 
Climbing Centre, Leeds.  The St. Mary’s team, consisting of Year 10 students Nathan Mansfield, 
Matthew Wilkinson, John Cooper, Joseph Kearns, Zak Walker, Hugo Stiles, Joseph Williams and Year 
11 students Cameron Watson and John Cracknell, finished fourth overall – a great performance when 
taking into account they were climbing against other teams consisting of Year 12 and Year 13 students.   
Individually, Hugo Stiles finished fourth in the KS4 competition.  Well done to all who took part. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Beardsley 
Headteacher 
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