
 

 

 
Dear Parents         4 March 2014 
 
General Letter No 22 
Arrangements for Friday 7 March 2014: 
A hard copy letter has been issued to all students with a reply slip to confirm attendance at school on 
Friday.  Please ensure this slip is completed and returned to school via Form Tutors, by Wednesday 5 
March 2014. For your information the letter can be accessed here:  
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/News/Documents/Letter%20to%20parents%20re%20funeral%20arra
ngements%207%20March%202014%20sent%204.3.14.pdf 
 
Fairtrade School Status 
Following a considerable amount of hard work from students and staff, St. Mary’s has been awarded 
Fairtrade School Status.  To qualify for the award, the school had to meet five set goals; to set up a 
Fairtrade student group, adopt a Fairtrade Policy, teach Fairtrade lessons, sell Fairtrade products and 
actively campaign for Fairtrade.  A series of activities have raised awareness of Fairtrade products, 
including a “Crossbar Challenge”, quiz, bun sales and creative writing and prayer workshops. 
 
The Fairtrade Award was presented to the school by Stuart Andrew MP in a special assembly to 
celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight (24 February to 9 March).  Mr Andrew said:- 
“I am incredibly proud to see that you have really taken this to heart and it is absolutely fantastic that 
St. Mary’s is a Fairtrade school.  You should all be very proud.” 

 
 
Summer Examination Timetables 
Summer Exam timetables have now been issued to Year 10 and Year 11 students.  If there are any 
queries regarding the timetables please contact Mrs Jennings, Exams Officer. 
 
Year 8 Ullswater Residential 
Year 8 students enjoyed a very successful residential visit to Outward Bound at Ullswater.  Despite 
some adverse weather including wind, rain and even snow, a full programme of activities took place. 
All students participated fully and rose to the challenges presented to them.  Activities included 
Mountain Climbing, Canoeing, Orienteering, Abseiling and the trademark Jog and Dip.   Ullswater 
Residential staff commented on the exemplary attitude and behaviour of St Mary’s students, and their 
eagerness to be involved and work as part of a team. 
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Year 8 Choices Evening 
We look forward to welcoming parents and Year 8 students to the Year 8 Choices Evening this 
evening at 5.30 pm as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students as they embark on 
their Key Stage 4 programme.  There will be a short presentation at 5.30 pm followed by opportunity 
to visit departments and discuss options with Subject Leaders.   
 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust 
Inaugural Mass of Dedication 
 
The concelebrated Mass, led by Mgr John Wilson, was a wonderful 
celebration and collaborative coming together of all the schools within 
The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust.   
 
We thank all the representatives from our six Catholic schools who 
contributed in songs, music, readings, bidding prayers, the processing of 
banners.  We also thank the many invited directors, governors, former 
headteachers, Diocese of Leeds representatives, guests and families 
who joined us for this Inaugural Mass. 
 
Before the final blessing, there was a ceremony of dedication, promises and lighting of schools’ 
candles, where each headteacher declared the promises of The Bishop Wheeler Trust in support of 
the mission statement, which is centred around “In Truth and Love”: service, truthfulness, justice, 
peace, forgiveness and respect. 
 
The Mass Service and photographs will shortly be available on The Bishop Wheeler website. 
 
Ashing Services 
On Wednesday there will be two Ashing Services for Years 7/8 and for Years 9/10 and a voluntary 
Ashing Service at lunchtime for anyone outside of those year groups to come and receive ashes.  Ash 
Wednesday will introduce our school communities’ Lenten theme of “dig deep” in support of the work 
of CAFOD, which will conclude in the Rich Man, Poor Man meal.   
 
Services of Reconciliation 
Thursday will see our Services of Reconciliation commence with Year 10.  All year groups will have 
the opportunity of receiving the sacrament during the course of Lent. As ever we are indebted to our 
priests who make themselves available to hear confessions.   
 
Year 9 Retreat 
A group of Year 9 students are currently on Retreat at Myddelton Lodge.  They return in time for 
school transport on Wednesday.   
 
Pope Francis’ letter to all families in the world 
Pope Francis last week issued a letter to all families in the world, including the families of all the 
people in our diocese and all the families in your school community. There is a link to the full text 
below. I am sure that children and parents alike would like to know that the Pope is calling on them in 
a special way in this important year. Pope Francis wants families to pray to the Holy Spirit to guide 
him, and all the other assembly bishops and all the people of God in all parts of the world, as they 
prepare for the synod on the family which will be held in Rome in October this year. 
 
This Synod is very special indeed to all families and family people because it is all about families. In 
fact, Pope Francis says in his letter that the Synodal Assembly 'is dedicated in a special way to you, 
to your vocation and mission...to the challenges of marriage, of family life, of the education of children; 
and the role of the family in the life of the Church' 
 
The full text of the letter is available on the school’s website through this link:  
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/News/Pages/Pope-issues-letter-to-families.aspx 
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Year 9 Parent Consultation: 18 March 
This takes place on Tuesday 18 March from 4.00 – 7.00 pm.  Appointment schedules will be issued to 
students next week. 
 
Transport Update: Petition Raised Against Unfair Transport Plans 
On behalf of The Bishop Wheeler Catholic Academy Trust we have been in regular correspondence 
with Bradford Council regarding the plans, expressing our grave concerns about the adverse effects 
of the proposals.  The Catholic communities of Addingham, Burley and Ilkley have submitted a 
petition indicating their opposition to the proposals which they feel will treat Catholic families 
differently to those attending other state schools within the area.  Since the petition was presented, 
Mrs Hyde, Chair of the Trust has been invited, along with other representatives from the Trust, to 
address the full Bradford Council at a meeting to be held on Tuesday 25 March. Please continue to 
view the Trust website for further updates. http://www.stmarysmenston.org/News/Pages/Petition-
Raised-Against-Unfair-Transport-Plans.aspx 
 
Parent Governor Vacancy 
We are writing to inform you that there is a vacancy for a parent governor on the Academy Council, 
the governing body of the Academy.  As a parent of a child at the school you are entitled to stand as a 
candidate and vote in any election.  Further information and a nomination slip can be found on the 
Academy Council page on our website, via this link: 
http://www.stmarysmenston.org/Information/academycouncil/Pages/default.aspx   Alternatively please 
contact Mrs Anne Tindall, Clerk to the Academy Council for a hard copy of the information.  
 
If you wish to offer yourself as a candidate to become a parent governor you should complete the slip 
and return it to the headteachers by Friday, 14 March 2014.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Mr T Rothwell   Miss C Garrett 
Acting Headteachers   
 
 
 
 

Mrs Hooley RIP 
The family would like to extend their thanks for the many messages of support and condolence they 
have received. 

Put your hand in the hand of 
The man who stilled the water. 
Put your hand in the hand of 

The man who calmed the sea. 
Take a look at yourself and you 

Can look at others differently 
By putting your hand in the 
Hand of the man of Galilee. 
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